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17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my

rule in all the churches. 18 Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised? Let him not seek to remove the

marks of circumcision. Was anyone at the time of his call uncircumcised? Let him not seek circumcision. 19 For

neither circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the commandments of God. 20 Each one

should remain in the condition in which he was called. 21 Were you a bondservant when called? Do not be

concerned about it. (But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of the opportunity.) 22 For he who was called in

the Lord as a bondservant is a freedman of the Lord. Likewise he who was free when called is a bondservant of

Christ. 23 You were bought with a price; do not become bondservants of men. 24 So, brothers, in whatever condition

each was called, there let him remain with God.

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 7:17-24
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: BRANDON BACHTEL

In life, we make many decisions. As a result, we also make many mistakes. As Paul writes to the Corinthian church, he
encourages them to move past their mistakes, present conditions, and circumstances, and live the life that God has
assigned each of them. Paul warns his audience against getting caught up in the desire to change their
circumstances or the desire to wait for the “right timing” before they serve God fully.

In this case, Paul warns the Jews not to remove their marks of circumcision. To the Gentiles, Paul warns them not to
go get circumcised (Galatians 6:15). In a similar fashion, Paul wants the unmarried to embrace singleness without



feelings of superiority, and the divorced to embrace God’s forgiveness without guilt. Paul is building the case that
whether Jew or Gentile, single, married, circumcised, uncircumcised, slave, or free, we should live our lives for Christ
today, regardless of our past decisions (Philippians 3:12-16).

Let me give you a real-life example of Paul’s point in this text. Many years ago, I knew a man married to his second
wife after wrongfully divorcing his first wife. After he became a follower of Christ, he was convicted of his former sin
and was convinced that he should divorce his second wife to make amends with his first wife through remarriage. His
goal was to honor God by undoing his past mistakes. Would this be a wise decision for the gentleman? Would it
honor God? Would it promote forgiveness? Paul would say, “So, brothers, in whatever condition each was called,
there let him remain with God” (verse 24).

Friends, this passage encourages us that we do not have to undo past mistakes or pay homage to future ones. We
can rest in Christ and His redemption through the cross (Hebrews 7:26-27) and embrace our current circumstances
regardless of how we got there. So, wherever God has you, “remain with God”. Honor Christ in all things and seek to
walk in the manner worthy of His call on your life while we excel still more (1 Thessalonians 4:1).

Questions:

1. Do you view your past mistakes or current circumstances as something that prevents you from serving the
Lord?

2. How well are you resting in Christ, trusting in His provision for you? Do you find you are still trying to pay for
past mistakes? Read Ephesians 2:8-9.

3. Do you seek to honor the Lord in your decision-making?


