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1 When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go to law before the unrighteous instead of the

saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you

incompetent to try trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, matters

pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before those who have no standing in the

church? 5 I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you wise enough to settle a dispute between

the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with one

another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? 8 But you yourselves

wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!

9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the

sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy,

nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you

were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our

God.
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Growing up, my siblings and I, like many kids, were big on things being fair and equal. The slices of cake had to be
the exact same size, we took turns equally picking which game we played or TV show we watched. A phrase that my
parents heard many times over is “but that’s not fair. ” In American culture, just like Corinthian culture, we place
emphasis on our “rights” or “justice and equality.” I know I personally struggle in my selfish desire for things to be “fair”
when I don’t feel like justice is being served. I think that’s what makes this passage a hard one to swallow.

This passage has a lot of good instructions and rebukes about lawsuits among believers, but I want to camp out in
verse 7. “To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you (one translation says “an utter failure”).
Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded?” Does this verse make you a little defensive? He’s telling
us to suffer the wrong and let someone cheat us. Now, it’s important to note here that Paul isn’t saying that we
shouldn’t confront an injustice. It should be addressed and handled within the church body, not the secular courts.
What he is saying, though, is that if for some reason, it hasn’t been handled through the church or a resolution hasn’t
been made, it’s far better to suffer a wrong for the glory of God than to pursue justice yourself in the secular courts.

Does this mean justice won’t be served? Absolutely not! It means that you’re giving up the right to pursue it and
trusting God for His perfect justice. I truly began to understand this concept when I went through Step 8 in
re:generation - Forgive. I had always believed that forgiveness was between me and the person who wronged me
but that’s not the case; forgiveness has nothing to do with them. It’s between you and God. When you truly forgive a
debt or a wrong you are releasing your “right” to revenge or retribution and trusting God to be just in the situation (1
Peter 2:19-23).

We see all through scripture that God is just (Isaiah 30:18, Romans 12:19, Job 34:12, Psalm 103:6) so why can it be so
hard to let go of our justice and give it to God? For me, it’s often a desire for control which is ultimately rooted in a
lack of trust in Him. I feel my way is better, or I struggle to trust God’s timing, as I want to see justice done
immediately. But what I’ve seen again and again is that my ways fail, His way is always better. Isaiah 55:8-9 says, “For
my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways”, declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” God is good and just and
He is worthy of our trust.



Questions:

1. Do you struggle to give up your right for justice/revenge and trust God’s justice in all situations? If so, where
do you think that struggle is rooted in your life? Share this with your Journey Group or other community.

2. When you’ve been wronged by a fellow believer, do you find it easier to confront it with them within the
church or is it easier to run to the secular courts (or Facebook, etc.)? How should we address conflict in the
church? Read Matthew 18:15-17.

3. Is there a conflict or wrong in your life that you haven’t addressed, you’ve been avoiding, or you’ve been
letting fester? Pray through what it looks like to forgive that person and make amends.


