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1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that is not tolerated even among

pagans, for a man has his father's wife. 2 And you are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done

this be removed from among you. 3 For though absent in body, I am present in spirit; and as if present, I have already

pronounced judgment on the one who did such a thing. 4 When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus

and my spirit is present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of

the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a

little leaven leavens the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are

unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the

old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 9 I wrote to you in my

letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the

greedy and swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I am writing to you

not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an

idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do with judging

outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil

person from among you.”
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I grew up in a denomination that is fragmenting and disintegrating under the pressures to conform to current world
views of basic biology and sexuality, and it breaks my heart. The truly sad thing is that these “current views” are not
that current (Ecclesiastes 1:9).

In this chapter of 1 Corinthians, Paul is addressing an issue of sexual impurity (Leviticus 18:8), and how the church in
Corinth is not only idly sitting by while it happens, but seeming to condone it and boast about how great they are
doing as a tolerant church body. Sound familiar?

The Church has become so lazy in its attitude towards sin, either in an attempt to not be legalistic, or to “love the
sinner but hate the sin.” The problem is that we don’t hate sin. Too many of us sit in church service, claiming to
worship Christ while we are actually worshiping the phone in our lap. Or maybe it’s the sports team on which you are
checking pregame information. Or maybe it’s the news feed you can’t stop checking. Sin and idolatry are not limited
to sexual problems. This may be the hot button of today, but that is only because we have chosen to ignore the other
idols that have become “okay” to worship.

Paul said to purge the body of such sin, preventing the brother from not only worship gatherings, but also any social
gatherings, until he had repented of his sin and turned back to Christ (verses 2 and 13). This may seem harsh, but
Paul’s goal was to show the sinner that the sin was not worth more than his relationship with Christ. Jesus speaks of a
similar way of dealing with church discipline in Matthew 18:15-17. Paul follows up in his second letter to the
Corinthians, 2:5-11, that if the brother or sister has repented, they are to be forgiven by the body and comforted.

If you are thinking of anything during your day more than Jesus Christ, then it is an idol. Repent. Turn off the news
feed. Miss the next game. Get out of the relationship you know is ungodly. Idols are hard to get rid of because we
have invested so much in them. But they do not compare to the reward of investing time, money, and affection into
Jesus Christ.



Questions:

1. What have you loved more than Christ this week?

2. Do you abhor the sin in your life, from question 1, enough to turn from it and give whatever resource (time,
money, affection) to God and His church?

3. Do you need help finding the hidden sins in your life? Re:generation is a useful program for rooting out those
sins and drawing closer to Christ. Email pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com for more information.
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