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16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's

temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.

18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he

may become wise. 19 For the wisdom of this world is folly with God. For it is written, “He catches the wise in their

craftiness,” 20 and again, “The Lord knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are futile.” 21 So let no one boast in

men. For all things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the

future — all are yours, 23 and you are Christ's, and Christ is God's.
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Our sinful nature is deceptive. It causes us to believe that we aren’t broken, sinful people, that we aren’t in need of
saving grace. Anytime we think we know best, we have believed the enemy's lies. When we elevate someone else
over Christ? Deceived. Relied on yourself and your own understanding lately? Deceived. Ever think you are better
than someone else?  Deceived. I do this more often than I care to admit.

We are naturally inclined to follow our hearts or do what feels right. And the world affirms this practice. We are
inundated with all sorts of “worldly wisdom” from magazines, billboards, and commercials. However, wisdom that
comes from this world is not wisdom at all. In fact, Paul says that “the wisdom of the world is folly with God” (1
Corinthians 3:19). Worldly wisdom is set in opposition to God and the good that He has for us. I would go so far as to
say that if you aren’t spending time with God in His word and in prayer every day, you do not have the ability to



discern worldly wisdom from the truth found in God’s word (1 Corinthians 2:14). In the book of Romans, Paul calls us to
associate with the lowly. To never be wise in our own eyes (Romans 12:16).

Divided, idolaters, and living in immorality, the Corinthian church was much like some of our churches today. They
had been deceived, boasting in their following after a mere human being (Apollos, Cephas, Paul). How often do we
deceive ourselves when we look to a servant of God, and hang on to every word he or she says instead of Jesus’
words? That is misplaced worship. Paul says all things are ours in Christ (1 Corinthians 3:21), not in another person.

Christ purchased His bride, the Church, with his blood (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:19). The Church matters to God; therefore,
it matters how we live. If you have accepted Jesus’ sacrifice on your behalf, you are the church, the living temple of
God (1 Corinthians 3:16). You are holy, which simply means set apart. Paul isn’t just addressing us as individuals here,
but collectively, as the body of Christ, we are His representatives to a broken world. Stonepoint Church exists to
connect people to God, to others, in service, and to the world. In light of this, we are to be holy in all of our conduct (1
Peter 1:15).

As followers of Christ, we all need to be reminded that we are God’s temple and that His Spirit lives in us. When we
forget that the very presence of God dwells in us, then we have deceived ourselves.

Questions:

1. In what ways have you deceived yourself? Take a moment to read 1 John 1:8.

2. Have you spent time in honest confession lately? There is forgiveness and healing that comes with
confession. Read 1 John 1:9 and James 5:16.

3. Look up Hosea 14:9, Proverbs 2:3-6, Proverbs 28:11, James 1:5, and 1 John 2:15-16. What insights did you gain
from these scriptures? Take some time to journal and even share with someone the Lord puts on your heart.


