
BIBLE TEXT | 1 CORINTHIANS 3:1-15
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you

with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3 for you are still of the

flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4

For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not being merely human?

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I

planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but

only God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages

according to his labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.

10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is

building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that

which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood,

hay, straw— 13 each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by fire,

and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. 14 If the work that anyone has built on the foundation

survives, he will receive a reward. 15 If anyone's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be

saved, but only as through fire.
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A few weeks ago, I poked my head into the preschool classroom during Stonepoint Kids. My son loudly proclaimed,
“That’s my mom! Before she met Jesus, she was a stinky, dirty, bad guy!” I wanted to melt into the floor…. I remember
who I was before Christ pursued me. Childhood trauma mixed with anxiety and an ugly mouth formed a human being
that I’m so grateful didn’t come back up from the waters of baptism. The “dirty, stinky” version of me wanted to be
invisible. Like a hunter in camouflage, I was great at acting like everyone else so that no one would notice me.
Walking around in the dark one night, I was convicted by the fact that while trying to blend in with the world, I looked
just like it. I was no different, with the same bad attitude and language that everyone else had. How could Christ really
use me when I spent so much energy trying to act like everyone else? I begged God to take over my life. I prayed that
when others saw me, that they wouldn’t see a scared, angry teenager, but Him.

As Paul “calls out” some of his beloved, we find that they’re pretty good at camouflaging with the rest of the world as
well. Jealousy and fighting show that they have found salvation, but haven’t allowed Christ to transform their lives.
They know better, but aren’t doing any better than they did before. Like toddlers filling up on Mac & Cheese and
chicken nuggets, they’re so full of the “junk food” of this world that they don’t have room for God’s Word or discipline
that could nourish their bodies, making them stronger and drawing them deeper. They’re working too hard on things
that don’t matter.

This text highlights a couple of things. First, we can’t allow God to use us to help change the world while trying to
look like it. Romans 12:2 reminds us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Second, we
can’t build healthy bodies by filling them with junk. Worldly influences sound good, but do little to prepare us for the
work God has for us. Second Timothy 3:16 tells us, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.” We need God’s word to equip us to do the work he has
for us. Last, remember that our work here has eternal significance. Our time should be spent doing things that matter.
When all is said and done, our work will be tested by fire (1 Corinthians 3:14). Yes, we will be safe from the flames, but
what will we have to show for our time here? Will fire refine the work we’ve completed or burn it up, leaving nothing
behind?



As Paul teaches the Corinthians, it’s our job to learn from them. We should cut out things that make us look like the
world and distract us from work that will hold up under fire. Praise God for loving us and for being willing to refine us
and use us in His work.

Questions:

1. What do you spend most of your time on? How do these things hold up in light of eternity? Will fire refine this
work, or burn it up?.

2. Where do you find yourself trying to “blend in” with the rest of the world? Where do you need to be bolder in
showing that as followers of Christ you are set apart?

3. What is one worldly habit that you could trade for one with lasting significance? Could you swap Tick Tock for
a new Bible Study? Could you trade a secular podcast for one that would strengthen your faith? Could you
find ways to be more intentional in modeling the fruits of the spirit to coworkers you already spend time
talking to?


