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18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

19 For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the

wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased

God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek

wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser

than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you

were wise according to worldly standards,not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose

what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God

chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no

human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us

wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who

boasts, boast in the Lord.”
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Paul starts these verses by stating that to know the power of God we need to understand the message of the cross.
We can accumulate all the wisdom of the world and miss God. If we cannot apply the message of the cross to our
daily life, we are missing God.

I had to seek forgiveness recently from my journey group because I was asking for a particular item. I really wanted it.
“Please, help me pray that if it is God’s will, I can get this.” I know it sounds very spiritual. It was nothing bad. I actually
had all the intention to pray for it often, until some member of my community said, maybe you need to learn to be



content. Wait, what? I knew then that I was not praying for God’s will but mine. As I prayed more, I wanted it more. I
stressed more about it. I wanted to give my all for it. I was throwing a tantrum for it. Not so spiritual anymore? I was
missing God. I did not ask “Would this bring you glory?” “Would this help spread the message of the cross?” I had
removed my gospel glasses!

I tend to be more intentional about wearing gospel glasses at my workplace or with my neighbors. Sadly, I
sometimes miss that I am in Christ because of his sacrifice. It is not because of my great thinking, decent service, or
frequent prayers. As an example, I missed an opportunity to pray in the store. I went there and a sweet old lady was
kind of following me. I stopped and asked if I could help. She was looking for a product and could not find it. I told her
that most of the time it is near the baby section. I found it for her and put it in her basket. She was pleased with that
and out of the blue said that it was for her husband who was not feeling well. I did say I will be praying for him and I
hope he feels better soon. As she turns away she says, “No, he is really bad. It is not good.” I missed this opportunity
thinking, in my great wisdom, that it was about a product and some random acts of service. I’ve been praying for that
couple, but missed the opportunity to show the power of God through the simple sharing of the gospel.

I know there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ. Nevertheless, it was more like a bucket of cold water to
remember not to take off the gospel glasses. His power usually manifests in the most simple conversations, in the
least expected ways. No. I am not trying to make you feel bad, I want us to be challenged to see our life with the
message of the cross, the gospel, in mind at all times. It is not about more knowledge, another sign, or who is better.
It is about Him. What is the message of the cross? If you are not sure, ask in your community group or reach out to us.
When we talk about the power of God, what are we talking about? Is it miracles, healings, salvation?

Questions:

1. What is the message of the cross? If you are not sure, ask your community group or reach out to us at
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com

2. When we talk about the power of God, what are we talking about? Is it miracles, healings, salvation?

3. Do you wear gospel glasses at all times? Please explain.
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