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10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions

among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by

Chloe's people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is that each one of you says, “I follow

Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or

were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so

that no one may say that you were baptized in my name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond

that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the

gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its power.
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What is it in us that wants to be “right”? Our way seems to be the “best”, most “correct” way. Whether we’re talking
about schooling, parenting philosophies, financial models, farming methods, health or weight-loss plans, COVID
conspiracies, politics, or even biblical views of things such as predestination, spiritual gifts, etc, opinions abound. We
don’t have to look far beyond the media, whether social, broadcast or print, to see the constant battle of “sides”. One
side has to be “right” and the other “wrong”.  Perhaps the saddest place to see this is in the church.

According to this passage in 1 Corinthians, and in other places in Scripture, this desire to build ourselves up through
knowledge or association is nothing new (see the entire book of James). Paul had received word that there were
quarrels within the Corinthian church, and it was divided. One of the things they were disputing over was which



teacher was superior. Can you imagine getting into an argument with a fellow believer at Stonepoint over which of
our pastors, Brandon Bachtel or Cody King, is better? I don’t just mean having an opinion, but believing so strongly
that it creates division within the body? It seems that in the church of Corinth, the reason they were doing this
ultimately, was to show why “their” teacher and, subsequently, why they as followers were superior, more holy, more
devout. You’ll see as we continue in our journey through this book, Paul addresses many other things that were
causing division.

Back to my questions at the beginning, what is it, then, in us that causes these quarrels and divisions? According to
what we just read a few weeks ago in James 4, it is our selfish desires and sin. We want to be valued. We want to be
elevated. We want to be seen as important or right. We want the things, or the life, that our neighbor has. We
want…we want…we want. Like the Corinthians, the argument over the “better teacher”, really isn’t about the teacher at
all.  It’s about us.

Christ died so that we would no longer live for ourselves. He showed us our infinite value and worth to Him in that
while we were still sinners, He died for us (Romans 5:8). Shouldn’t that be enough? As believers, we are no longer
defined by, or enslaved to, anything or anyone else (Romans 7:4-6). We don’t need to be “right” to have value. We
don’t need to impress to be accepted. The One who is Creator, Author, and Redeemer has given us everything in
Christ (2 Peter 1:3). Instead of arguing over the temporary things of this earth, we are called to be ambassadors of
reconciliation for Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17-21). The “greater teacher” is a distraction, and a tool the enemy uses to
prevent the spread of the gospel. Let’s flee division and pursue the gospel of peace!

Questions:

1. In what area(s) do you struggle with wanting to be “right”? Is there something that you can get “worked up”
over?

2. As you have read and thought through this passage, what within you specifically could be driving those areas
in question #1? Share this with your Journey Group or other biblical community.

3. Look up and write down some passages to help remind you of the truth of who you are in Christ and what He
has done for you. Pray, asking the Lord to help you keep your mind on the things that are eternal (Colossians
3:2).


