
BIBLE TEXT | 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God

that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call

upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ.

4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in

every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge — 6 even as the testimony about Christ was

confirmed among you — 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

DEVOTIONAL FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 1:1-9
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTHOR: DICK PATTERSON

It would be very easy to just read right over these first nine verses of 1 Corinthians as just another introduction and
thanksgiving, which was a standard first-century opening for a letter. However, as I study it and read about it, I noticed
some interesting things. The first was how Paul introduced himself. He did not just say he was Paul an apostle, but
that he was called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus. Then he even stated that the Corinthian church
was “sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in every place call upon the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours.” (Verse 2) This reminded me of, “For by grace you have been saved



through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast
(Ephesians 2:8-9).”

Paul then went on in Verse 4 and stated that he gave “thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Once again, it was not anything they had done, but it was given to them in Christ
Jesus. You know, it can be easy for us all to let a little pride slip in as we grow in knowledge and closeness to the
Lord. I think that is why God has so much to say about how sinful pride can be. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes
before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.” And Proverbs 11:2 says: “When pride comes, then comes
disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.” Proverbs 16:5 says, “Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to
the Lord; be assured, he will not go unpunished.” I could fill this whole page up with verses that talk about how
dangerous pride can be in our lives, and I am sure that Paul knew it too well. I am so glad that the older I get, the
more the Lord lets me see that very thing. Just as Paul was called, and all those in the Corinthian church were called,
we also have been called by the grace of God. We cannot do anything good enough or often enough to earn God’s
gift; he has given it to all who call upon our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

One other thing that jumped out at me about the first part of this letter was that Paul mentioned our Lord Jesus Christ
nine times to once again drive home the fact that it is only by Christ, through Christ, and in Christ that any of us have
any hope in this life. Jesus has given us all that we need to live a life worthy of our calling; we just have to make a
choice each day to follow him (Luke 9:23). He will sustain us till the end and finish what he began (Philippians 1:6).
Praise God for his grace and mercy in our lives.

Questions:

1. How often, if ever, have you sat down and thanked God for calling you out of the darkness and into his light?

2. What gift do you struggle to remember that it  is from God and not of your own doing?

3. Is there a part of your life you tend to be prideful about? Confess it to your group or to someone you are
accountable to and ask them for help in that area.


