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12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the

dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not

been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God,

because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.

16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is

futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we

have hope[a] in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the

dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the

resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own

order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he delivers

the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 25 For he must reign until

he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in

subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all

things in subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him,

that God may be all in all.29 Otherwise, what do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead

are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I protest,

brothers, by my pride in you, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32 What do I gain if, humanly

speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”33

Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do not

go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.
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Isn’t it so easy to get caught up in the day to day that we miss the purpose Christ has for each of us?. He gave it all up
for us to live according to His will. We are to remain hopeful because we know where our future is! Paul so carefully
proved in this passage the resurrection of Jesus. There are so many opinions in this world over Jesus. If we agree that
Jesus was resurrected, we must believe in our own resurrection. That is where the Corinthians missed it. Paul is
proving that if they believe in Jesus’ resurrection, we must believe in our future hope of a resurrected life.

Every Monday evening as I enter the doors of re:generation, I am reminded of Jesus, our hope, our future!
Re:generation is a program where anyone can experience new life and freedom by working through twelve steps of
healing given to us by God through the Bible. It is a walk I went through and saw that we have a future hope - Jesus,
who is our ultimate sacrifice. I have experienced life change because He paid the ultimate price for me. I am now
free from things that held me in bondage. Step 4 of re:generation is “Inventory”. This step was exhausting and
emotional as I journaled ALL the ways I had been foolish and not living for the Lord. I no longer have to carry the
burdens of my past alone (1 Peter 1:18-19)! It is a choice! If we think there was no resurrection, then our preaching is
empty, and our faith is also empty. David Guzik wrote “If Christ is not risen, then our preaching is in vain. If Christ is not
risen, then we are found false witnesses of God. Worst yet, if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your
sins. Worst still, if Christ is not risen then those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. Worst of all, if Christ is
not risen, then in this life only we have hope in Christ, and we are of all men and the most pitiable.”

Knowing Jesus and loving Jesus can make this life better, but we will still face hard times. As an unbeliever, the
fleeting pleasures and happiness of this world are the only happiness they will ever know. How different it is for the
believer! Christ is our hope and our eternal life, not the life we live on earth. For believers, one day, we will meet Christ
face to face and experience an eternal life filled with no more struggle, darkness, and chaos (1 John 2:25). Our Father
has given us His word to know Him and to know His plan for us. He is the resurrection of all things. Knowing the truth
about our resurrection should affect the way we live. Paul shares stories of many who laid their lives down for the
gospel. I pray I will not be more concerned about living a comfortable earthly life, but work towards the eternal prize
He has in store for me. May we be a light to a dark and watching world!



Questions

1. Does your life give evidence of the resurrection? .

2. Read Philippians 3:8-12. How is the power of the resurrection at work in you today?

3. What did Jesus’ resurrection accomplish for us?


