
BIBLE TEXT | 1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-11
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, 2 and

by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For I

delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the

Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he

appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of

whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of

all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward

me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is

with me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
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This text makes me think of a life-saving, life-giving message. If you were on an island and had one piece of paper, a
bottle, a cork, and a pen, and could give one message for someone to find, would it be to save yourself or to save
others? The gospel of Christ calls us to put God first, and others before ourselves (Romans 12:1-2; Philippians 2:3-4).
Everything leading up to this point of this letter is Paul speaking about situations of disorder and disunity in the
church and then Paul says something so thought-provoking to me here. It is like Paul says, “Guys if there’s one thing
that’s important for you to know and remember don’t miss this.” He says in verses 1-2, “Now I would remind you,
brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved,
if you hold fast to the word I preached to you - unless you believed in vain”.



I love how the Apostle Paul speaks about the importance of the Christian faith in this letter. Paul is reminding them of
what saved them. We need reminders every day of where our hope comes from, don’t we? Think about how much
we can get off track in our walk with the Lord. We can get pulled in so many different directions with our own ideas
and the motives of others if we aren’t careful. Paul has touched on many things that needed to be corrected in the
church of Corinth to bring them back to a healthy place of order. We can look back at all the issues they struggled
with, question them, and make judgments. But the thing we need to see is that all these struggles can still happen
today and are happening. In verses 1-2, Paul reminds the Corinthians to remember the gospel of Christ; this is what
saves you. Verse 3 says that Paul delivered it to them as of first importance. It’s so simple but powerful. He then
reminds them of the facts and truth of the resurrection of Christ. We can look back on Isaiah 53 and see the prophecy
of Christ just as Paul did. Paul doesn’t base his information on his own knowledge, it’s based on prophecy revealed
and his personal experience on the road to Damascus (Acts 9).

All of this is to say that Paul makes it very clear that whatever bickering there is in the local church, or arguments of
meaningless things, the gospel of Christ and the resurrection are the first of importance and this is what saves you.
Everything else that comes from man or human tradition is added too, can distort, and take away the focus of the
local church and people’s salvation. We need to know and believe that Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. This is
what’s important to the basics of the Christian faith. So let me ask you, friends, what is of first importance to you? Do
you stand on the word of truth, and are saved by the gospel of Jesus Christ? If so, does your life reflect it? As I was
preparing to write this devotional, I kept going back to Colossians 2:6-7. I kept seeing this text overlap with the
meaning of what I was getting from Paul’s message. It was such an encouragement to me. It reads “Therefore, as you
received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.”

Questions:
1. Would you like to know more about the saving grace of Jesus Christ? Please contact

pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com.

2. How are you walking in Christ? Abiding daily? Read John 15:5.

3. Are you rooted in Christ? When storms come do you find your refuge and strength in Jesus?  Read Psalms
46:1.  Are you established in the faith, allowing yourself to be a learner of the word, teachable?

mailto:pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com

