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26 What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an

interpretation. Let all things be done for building up. 27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most

three, and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28 But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in

church and speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30

If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all

may learn and all be encouraged, 32 and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33 For God is not a God of

confusion but of peace. As in all the churches of the saints, 34 the women should keep silent in the churches. For

they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law also says. 35 If there is anything they desire

to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 36 Or was it from

you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has reached? 37 If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or

spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38 If anyone does

not recognize this, he is not recognized. 39 So, my brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking

in tongues. 40 But all things should be done decently and in order.
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As a young girl growing up in church, I remember walking up the steps of our little white church, going through the
double doors and being greeted by a familiar face that handed me that week’s church bulletin. I can see it now, an
8.5x11 sheet of paper folded neatly in half with a sketch of our century old country church on the cover. Inside were
the details of the service: opening hymn, closing hymn, page numbers, the sermon title, announcements and so on.
That one piece of paper held all the information that we needed to move through the worship service in an orderly
way.



Unfortunately, the church at Corinth did not have the same advantage that I did. Their worship services were chaotic.
Just think about what this first century city and church must have looked like. Corinth is known to have been a
wealthy city due to its location and the amount of trade and commerce that occurred there. The population was
mostly made up of Greeks, Romans, and Jews. Each of the cultures had their own religious views. And these new
members of Christ brought their cultural, and sometimes pagan, influences to their church meetings. People of that
day had a love for personal display and were not respectful to one another during the meetings. The disorder on
display in the church services created confusion and did not keep with the character of God and bring Him glory.

Paul writes some helpful guidelines for an orderly worship service to the church. He tells them in verse 26 that all
things must be done for edification or the building up of the church. To achieve this uplifting, there should be peace,
order, and unity during a service. In a worship service everything should be done to benefit the entire church body
and to point others to Jesus Christ. Paul reminds us in verse 25 that another reason an orderly worship service is
important is to draw unbelievers to Jesus Christ so that God alone is glorified. It is a time where corporately each
person can come together in an orderly fashion and use the unique gifts God has given them to offer back to Him. He
connects them all in an orderly fashion, like only He can do. Through His work in us, we enhance each other’s lives.

Questions:

1. Do you mostly live your life according to order or to chaos? Is this drawing you nearer to God?

2. Are you drawing those around you nearer to God by the life you live?

3. How are you using your unique gifts to build up those around you?


