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13 Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit

prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will

sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can

anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know what you are saying?

17 For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. 18 I thank God that I speak in

tongues more than all of you. 19 Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to

instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 20 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in

evil, but in your thinking be mature. 21 In the Law it is written, “By people of strange tongues and by the lips of

foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not listen to me, says the Lord.” 22 Thus tongues are a

sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If,

therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they

not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by

all, he is called to account by all, 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will worship

God and declare that God is really among you.
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As a youngster I was at church a lot with my family. My parents were very active and served in many different
capacities. I participated in Sunday school, confirmation, and youth group. I always labeled myself as a ”Christian,”
never knowing or understanding what that title meant. I never had a relationship with Jesus Christ and I never
understood who He was. The Bible, for me, was just a big book of many short stories and Jesus was just one of the
characters.



On January 25, 2014, I was invited to “Fin Feather And Fur” by a friend. Not knowing what I had agreed to, I found
myself at church on a Saturday night. No big deal because I was secure in “my Christianity”. The speaker that night
was a fella named Russ Collins, and he was speaking of Christ as a close friend and savior, not as a character in short
stories. How had I not heard this during my 55 years of going to church? This relationship he had was something that I
was compelled to pursue further after the event was over. I spent the next eight months reading scripture, listening
to sermons and getting connected with my wife’s journey group. I secured my relationship on September 4 that year,
all by God’s design.

In today’s text, Paul is telling us about the gift of tongues. Now, I do not suggest that I had been taught by people
speaking in tongues. Paul explains that this gift should be used only at certain times, that it isn’t useful if others that
are listening can’t understand (1 Corinthians 14:16).

I had, obviously, not been comprehending the most important teaching pastors should share. We as Christians try to
emulate Christ by the way we live and carry ourselves. Jesus tells us to go and share the gospel (Mark 16:15). At Man
Camp a couple of weeks ago, our speaker stressed the importance and need for us to TELL others about Jesus. Our
actions are important, but we must verbally inform others of what we have in Christ and what Christ has done for
them.

Questions:

1. Are you hesitant to share the gospel with non-believers?  Why?.

2. Are you certain of the spiritual beliefs of your immediate family?

3. Are you comfortable sharing your full testimony with strangers or groups? If not, why are some things off
limits?


