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1 Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you may prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in
a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On
the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement and
consolation. 4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the
church. 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is
greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up.

6 Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you unless I bring you some revelation
or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7 If even lifeless instruments, such as the flute or the harp, do not give
distinct notes, how will anyone know what is played? 8 And if the bugle gives an indistinct sound, who will get
ready for battle? 9 So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how will
anyone know what is said? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There are doubtless many different
languages in the world, and none is without meaning, 11 but if I do not know the meaning of the language, I will
be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to me. 12 So with yourselves, since you are eager for
manifestations of the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church.
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Many years ago, I was an interim youth minister at a Baptist church, and a young lady came up to me one afternoon
and asked if we could talk. She had been raised in this church but had been going with a friend to another local
church on Wednesday nights. This church reminded me of the Corinthian church we read about here. At the time,
their Wednesday night youth were known for Spirit-filled worship, which I was told would get a little out of hand,
focusing on being filled with the Spirit and the gift of tongues.



I had never been there, so I had no personal knowledge of what was going on. She started the conversation by
asking me if I spoke in tongues. I said no, that I never had, nor did I know anyone who said they did. She then asked
me if I had ever been baptized with the Holy Spirit. I told her, “Well, I believe that when we ask Jesus to be our Lord,
the Holy Spirit comes to live inside us, that our bodies then become the temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19).”

She then asked how it could be that if we all had the Spirit inside of us, why could we not all speak in tongues. By
now I could tell she was really struggling with this, and I asked her what was going on. She then told me all about
some of the things that were going on at the other youth group and how so many of her friends there could speak in
tongues. They had told her she must not have the Holy Spirit in her, and she needed to be baptized with the Holy
Spirit then she would be able to speak in tongues. She had spoken with the youth minister, and he had told her that
sometimes you just have to get it started and then the Spirit would take over. At that point she looked up and boldly
said, “That just isn’t right. Why would he tell me to do that?”

We had a good talk that day, and I praise God for helping this young lady to see how what was going on at this youth
group was just not right in the eyes of God. That is what Paul is doing here. The Corinthian church had gotten so
caught up in the gifts of the Spirit and wanting to show how spiritual they were by speaking in tongues that they were
no longer building up the church but themselves instead. There was nothing wrong with the Corinthian Christians’
desire for spiritual gifts. But they, like this young youth minister, had made it more about a show than honoring God
and loving one another. Back in Chapter 12, Paul talks about how we all have different gifts, and these gifts should be
used to build up the body of Christ. He reminds them and us in Chapter 13:8: “Love never ends. As for prophecies,
they will pass away; as for tongues they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.”

I pray that we all can remember that we must always be about building up the body of Christ and pursuing love more
than showing off our gifts, no matter what they may be. “So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of
the Spirit, strive to excel in building up the church (14:12).”

Questions:

1. What do you believe about spiritual gifts?

2. How would you have used Scripture to counsel this young lady above?

3. How would your friends and family say you are doing in the area of loving them or others well? Do you share
God’s love more than your knowledge of God?


