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1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I

have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove

mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but

have not love, I gain nothing.

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it

is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things,

believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will

pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I gave

up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,

even as I have been fully known.

13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
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Back in May 1984, as some of you older folks may remember, singer Tina Turner released her most popular single. It
was a simple song whose title and chorus asked, “What’s Love Got to Do With It?” The apostle Paul directly answers
this question in today’s passage: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13. He makes it clear that love has everything to do with it! In fact,
Paul opens this chapter (verses 1-3) by telling us that all our efforts mean nothing without love!

In verses 4-8a, Paul answers another question: What is love? He then describes the aspects of love in a passage that
is often used in wedding ceremonies. While this description of love may apply to the love between a man and
woman, we need to remember that Paul is writing to the church in Corinth that is struggling with division (chapter 3)
and sexual immorality (chapters 5-6) while using their spiritual gifts to glorify themselves (chapter 12). He reminds
them that whatever they do must be done with brotherly love. Paul’s message reflects the words of Jesus himself in
the upper room when He tells His disciples, in John 13:34, that we must love one another just as He loved us. Jesus
then tells us in John 13:35 that our love for each other is how we will be known as Christians!

Next, in verses 8-12, Paul describes the eternal nature of love. When “the perfect comes”—when we are made
complete and stand face-to-face with God—our spiritual gifts and all things of this world will disappear, but love will
remain. Our next question may be, “Why is love eternal?” John answers this question in 1 John 4:8, where he tells us
“God is love,” which explains that love is eternal because God is eternal.

While I opened this devotional referencing a “classic” (aka old) pop song from Tina Turner, I’d like to close by pointing
you to a contemporary Christian song from Danny Gokey called “Love God, Love People.” I love the lyrics of this song.
While this song summarizes the two commandments given by Jesus in Matthew 22:37-39, it also reflects Paul’s
message to the Corinthians in this passage. We must simply love God and love one another.

Questions:

1. Have you experienced God’s eternal and boundless love? (Ephesians 3:18-19)

2. Have you ever said “I love God”, but hated or cursed another? (1 John 4:20, James 4:9-10)

3. Do people know you are a Christian by your love for others? (John 13:35)


