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BIBLE TEXT | 1 CORINTHIANS 12:12-31
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body,

so it is with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all

were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should

say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16 And

if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of

the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear,

where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he

chose. 19 If all were a single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 21

The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On

the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and on those parts of the body that

we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty,

24 which our more presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the

part that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for

one another. 26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. 27 Now you

are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second

prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all

speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will show you a still more

excellent way.
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Paul writes to the church in Corinth regarding being one as a body and the use and importance of spiritual gifts. Paul
makes it abundantly clear that our gifts are not meant for our own delight and satisfaction but given to us by God for
His purpose and glory. “But in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them
to be” (verse 18) Paul beautifully compares Christ's church to his creation of the human body. Not one part of the
human body is more important than the other, and it does not work to its full purpose without all parts working
together. The church is the same in this way; not one member is more important than another, and each member’s
gift is not more important than another. As with the human body, Paul also makes it clear that the church will not work
to its full purpose of spreading the gospel if not all parts of the church body are working together. We each are
children of God and are gifted with a specific spiritual gift based on how and who God sees fit. We can complicate
these beautiful gifts by trying to put a “price” or a “status” on them, as if one is more worthy than the other. That is not
at all what God intended.

In our sin and human behaviors, we tend to covet others' gifts which leads us to become jealous of our fellow
believers. That is considered an expression of spiritual pride. Covetousness causes us to see neighbors as rivals, and
that creates jealousy and envy and may eventually lead to acting out our inward sin. “But each person is tempted
when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it
is fully grown brings forth death. (James 1:14-15)” First Timothy 6:6-10 gives us the cure for covetousness: “But
godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is
a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with
many griefs.”

Our ultimate goal should be to put God first in every aspect of our lives and to spread His beautiful message of
salvation and life to the ones around us, using the gifts He has given us. How can we expect anyone to believe these
amazing things that we have to share if they do not see it in us? God’s desire is for Christians to live in harmony, so
that with one voice God may be glorified (Romans 15:5–6). We must come together loving one another and
supporting one another using our gifts to support the Church as a whole for the sake of spreading the Good News.
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Questions:

1. Do you know your spiritual gift(s)?

2. How can you use your spiritual gift(s) to encourage unity in the body?

3. Where do you see the need for unity in your life?


