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1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were

pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one

speaking in the Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the Holy Spirit.

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord; 6 and

there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone. 7 To each is given the

manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and

to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another

gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to

distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these

are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.
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Have you ever heard someone speak or seen someone perform and thought, “I wish I were gifted in that way.” Or
maybe you feel like you are gifted similarly but haven’t been given the platform to use it? Not that any of us would
admit it, but it’s possible we’ve even said, “I could do better than that!”

Let me give you another scenario. Have you ever taken one of those spiritual gifts assessments or surveys and been
surprised by the answer? Or perhaps someone has pointed out a gift in you. Maybe your greatest gift or your highest
score was in “administration” and you thought to yourself, “Really? THAT’S my gift? Why couldn’t it be something
more significant?” Or maybe your lowest score was in the gift of “mercy” and you were left feeling guilty? Regardless



of whether we can relate to any of these scenarios or thoughts, the Lord, through Paul, has much to say about the
gifts of the Spirit and how they are to be used.

From this passage alone, I noticed four things regarding spiritual gifts. First, there are a variety of gifts (verse 4).
Second, these gifts are given by the Holy Spirit (verse 7) as He sees fit (verses 11, 18). Third, every believer is given at
least one spiritual gift (verse 7). Fourth, gifts are given for the common good, or the building up of the body of Christ
(verse 7; 1 Corinthians 14:12, 26).

These points, to me, are important. It’s a reminder that everyone is gifted by the Spirit. These gifts are not based on
worthiness, personal abilities, or maturity. They are given according to God’s sovereign choice (verse 11; Romans 12:3).
Which means, we have no reason to boast in ourselves or our gifts. We also should not complain about them either.
In Ephesians 2:10, we are told that we are God’s masterpiece, His workmanship, created in Christ to do good works.
Who are we to tell the Artist, or the Creator, that what He made, or determined before we were even born, is bad?

I’ve heard it said many times that comparison is the enemy, or the robber, of joy. And I believe and have seen this to
be true in my own life. Instead, God wants us to know and to see how valuable we are within the body of Christ (1
Corinthians 12:14-26). As we’ll see later in this chapter and into the next couple, the Spirit has given us gifts to be used
in conjunction with the body of Christ, not on their own. They were never meant to be used in isolation, to build up
ourselves, or to determine our worth.

In summary, there are many gifts given by the Holy Spirit, to every believer, for the common good. If you are gifted in
administration, teaching, tongues, whatever it is, instead of thinking about how those gifts make you feel or the
platform with which you get to use them, ask the Lord how you can use them to love and build up others, His church.
We all have an indispensable role to play (1 Corinthians 12:22)!

Questions:

1. Do you know the gift or gifts that the Holy Spirit has given you? If you do not, ask your Journey Group or other
biblical community if they have observed a gift in you. You can also reach out to
pastoraloffice@stonepointchurch.com and someone would be happy to sit down with you to talk through it.

2. Do you struggle in any way with the gifts that the Lord has given you? Why or why not?

3. How are you using your gift or gifts to build up the body of Christ?
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