
Men and Women: Service in the Local 
Church 

Lesson 2 

Women in the Ministry of Jesus; 
Women in Ancient Societies



Review



Review: Shepherds’ Charge

•We believe that many of the restrictions historically placed on 
women in the public service of the Church are unnecessary, for 
the Scriptures, as we interpret them, do not so restrict women. 
The purpose of this study is to help us all understand this position. 
• Further, we believe that our church will be edified and built up 

through the increased participation of women. 
•Women, however, will not serve as Shepherds, nor be employed 

as the preaching minister who is tasked with regularly presenting 
the word of God to the flock.
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• Useful when texts seemingly contradict—e.g., 1 Co 11.5 and 1 
Co 14.33 
• Integrating principles are truths about Christ and the Church, 

that are found in the Scriptures, and yet are fundamental in 
understanding the entirety of the Scriptures. 
• The fundamental practical integrating principle—“walk as 

Jesus did” (1 John 2.3-6)



Integrating principles

• All the writings of the Scriptures, including all the letters of 
Paul, should be interpreted through a profound 
understanding of Jesus Christ
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2. Culture
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Jesus and women

•Following Jesus 
•To claim to be in Him is to desire to live in this 
world, loving fellow human beings as Jesus 
lived and loved 

•We are coming to Jesus to have our loves 
formed, to submit our conceptions of other 
persons to His understanding of them.



Jesus and women

•Following Jesus 

• Jesus deals with the individual person
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Jesus and women: Particular women

•Mary, the Mother of Jesus (Lk 1.46-55) 
•The Samaritan woman at the well (John 4.4-43) 
•A woman in the city who anointed Jesus (Lk 
7.36-50) 
•Mary Magdalene (Lk 8.1-3; John 20.1-18)
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Jesus and women: Particular women

•Women in difficult situations 
•A woman with bleeding (Mk 5.21-43) 

•A Syrophoenician woman and her daughter 
(Mt 15.22-28) 

•A woman caught in adultery (Jn 8.1-11) 

•Mary and Martha (Lk 10.38-42)



Jesus and women

•The Pharisees test Jesus about the legality of 
divorce (Mk 10.2-12)
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Jesus and women: What do we learn?

•All of Jesus’ interactions with both women and men 
were within a particular historical setting and culture. 
• Jesus treated every woman he encountered with 

respect and without condescension. 
• Jesus was aware of the prejudices and barriers set up 

against women in the society in which he lived, and in 
his disregarding them, he essentially breaks them 
down.
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Jesus and women: What do we learn?

•Unlike any other Jewish teacher known from that 
period, Jesus welcomed women disciples 
• Jesus never gave the least hint that women were 

always to be silent among his disciples when they 
came to worship God. 



Jesus’ distinctive profile 

•Walking as Jesus did



Jesus’ distinctive profile 

•Walking as Jesus did 

• Fix your eyes upon Jesus



Jesus’ distinctive profile 

•Walking as Jesus did 

• Fix your eyes upon Jesus 

•  Christ is the Word behind the Scriptures
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Culture—and reading the Scriptures

•Culture is an ever-present factor when we read the 
Bible. 
•Culture is not the determining factor regarding any 

teaching. 
•Cultural language is not sacred. 
•Understanding the cultural context helps us to 

understand the text better.
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Culture—and reading the Scriptures

•One does not have to know the details of the cultural 
context in order to understand the basic truths of the 
Gospel. 
•After exegesis comes the responsibility of 

hermeneutics.  
• Theology, how we understand God, should guide how 

we understand and apply Scripture.



Conclusion


