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What is it to be a human being?

1. Created 
2. Embodied 
3. A bearer of the image of God 
4. Fallen 
5. Redeemed through the work of Christ 
6. Graced by the gift of God, through the Holy Spirit 
7. A member of Christ’s body, the Church
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Embodied

•The Church’s answer is not only denied, but is 
testified against by the larger culture and society 
•That answer is derived from the Scriptures, and 
such authority is denied



A hierarchy of questions

•What is it to be a human being? 
•What is the significance of the body? 

•What is it to be a man or a woman? 

•What is the proper relation between men 
and women in the Church?





Interpretation of Scripture



Interpretation of Scripture—an example from 
Genesis 1-3
“Dominion” (KJV) or “rule over” (NIV) 
  
 “…and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all 
the earth, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.” (1.26)
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2.15–“The Lord God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” 

Dominion now signifies stewardship, not power 
and manipulation



Interpretation of Scripture—an example from 
Genesis 1-3

3.16—“…Your desire will be for your husband, 
   and he will rule over you.” (NIV)
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Theological positions regarding men and women

1. Patriarchal 
2. Egalitarian 
3. Complementarian





The Shepherds’ Charge

•We believe that many of the restrictions historically placed on 
women in the public service of the Church are unnecessary, for 
the Scriptures, as we interpret them, do not so restrict women. 
The purpose of this study is to help us all understand this position. 
• Further, we believe that our church will be edified and built up 

through the increased participation of women. 
•Women, however, will not serve as Shepherds, nor be employed 

as the preaching minister, who is tasked with regularly presenting 
the word of God to the flock.
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1. Introduction 
2. “Women in the Ministry of 

Jesus”; “Women in Ancient 
Societies” 

3-6. “Women in the Writings of 
Paul (1 Corinthians; Galatians 
3.25-29; 1 Timothy 2.8-15)”; 
“Dealing with Differences within a 
Community
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A final note on “integrating principles”

•  “Conflicting” passages—e.g., 1 Corinthians 11.5 and 
14.33 
• “Walk as Jesus did” (1 John 2.3-6) 
•All writings of the New Testament, including all the 

letters of Paul, should be interpreted through a 
profound understanding of Jesus Christ


