
Men and Women: Service in the 
Local Church 

Lesson 5

Women in the writings of Paul—Part III 
Galatians and 1 Timothy



Review

• The “message of the cross” 
• Love, not freedom, is the most excellent way 
• The “borderline of love” is not fixed 
•We must cause no offense to outsiders or members 

that would block the message of the gospel— 
•We must “beautify the teaching about God” 

•Believers assemble for edification through teaching and 
worship
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• The situation in Galatia—Judaizers 

•Paul’s answer: There is neither Jew nor Greek.



Galatians 3.25-29

•Rather, in Christ there is a new humanity— 
For he himself is our peace, who has made the two 
one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of 
hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its 
commandments and regulations. His purpose was to 
create in himself one new man out of the two, thus 
making peace. 

      Ephesians 2.14-15



Galatians 3.25-29

Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the 
supervision of the law. You are all sons of God through 
faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you who were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, 
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise.
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baptism
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• Life in the reality of the kingdom of God 
•Divisions overcome through “putting on Christ” in 

baptism 

• To put on Christ is to be brought into the full reality 
of the kingdom of God, participating in the divine 
nature, and becoming a member of Christ’s body, 
the Church
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• Life in the reality of the kingdom of God 
• The kingdom provides a new perspective on society 

and culture, allowing a place for judgment free from 
societal norms 

• Judgment in the kingdom is by the way of love and 
righteousness, and not by power
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• Life in the kingdom is lived within the city of man 

• “Accommodating” versus “approving”
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•Neither male nor female 
•All who are “in Christ” are heirs 

•A retelling of the day of Pentecost  
• “I will pour out my Spirit on all people” 

•God would make no distinctions with regard to 
His Gift—male, female, servant, free, old, young 

• The gift is for all—For through Christ we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit (Eph. 2.18)
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• The inclusion of women and slaves is a delicate situation 
in the city of man at that time and place 
•Paul is confronted with two ideals with regard to women 

1. A woman’s freedom in Christ and the exercise of 
her spiritual gifts 

2. Lost people being able to hear the message of the 
cross, which is difficult if shame is generated by the 
actions of women
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• The message of Galatians 3 
• The kingdom of God is the more perfect reality 

where the ways of world need not hold sway 

•No longer hierarchies based on power, but true 
distinctions are maintained and upheld in love. Love 
replaces power as the most excellent way
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•Regarding these “true distinctions” 
• In heaven we will be like the angels; here we are a 

union of body and soul 
• Life in the kingdom and the gifts of the Spirit are 

manifested in and through the particular body of 
each member 

•We lack good models for some female gifts 

•Genders should complement one another
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Galatians 3.25-29

• The message of Galatians 3 
• In the kingdom of God each of us has full citizenship 

through Christ and the gift of the Spirit 

•Gifts are given to each member for the good of 
the whole 

• The local church should be working towards a 
more perfect manifestation of what the Spirit has 
given



Galatians 3.25-29

• The message of Galatians 3 
• In the kingdom of God each of us has full citizenship 

through Christ and the gift of the Spirit 

• The church should be leading the way in revealing 
the way of love in the relations of men and 
women 

• In no way should the church maintain old, power-
driven concessions that Paul made at that time
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• These letters written more than ten years after 
Galatians and 1 Corinthians 
• False teaching in Ephesus— 

As I urged you…, stay there in Ephesus so that you may 
command certain men not to teach false doctrines any 
longer nor to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies. These promote controversies rather than 
God’s work—which is by faith. (1 Timothy 1.3-4)



1 Timothy 2.8-15

•What is the content of this false teaching? 
•Myths, speculations, genealogies 

• Forbids marriage and requires abstinence from 
certain foods (1 Timothy 4.3) 

• Falsely called knowledge (1 Timothy 6.20)—likely a 
form of gnosticism, which includes a disdain for the 
material world, and promises a secret knowledge 
that only the initiated can obtain.
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• The teaching appears to be especially effective with 
women 
• They are the kind that worm their way into homes 

and gain control over weak-willed women. (2 Ti 3.6) 

• Young widows seem to be particularly at risk (1 Ti 
5.13,15), and so Paul encourages them to marry—so 
as to give the enemy no opportunity for slander (1 Ti 
5.14)
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•Regarding marriage 
•Corinth versus Ephesus 

•Why this change? 

•Marriage respected as a sign of stability and 
propriety in the larger society 

•Being married—and having children—defied the 
false teaching of the gnostics 



1 Timothy 2.8-15

• The context of 1 Timothy 2.8-15 
• Two factors of deep concern for Paul— 

1. A dangerous heresy that could corrupt the faith—
Some have rejected these and so shipwrecked 
their faith (1 Ti 1.19) 

2. Maintaining a sense of propriety within the 
society—Prayers for kings and those in authority 
that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness (1 Ti 2.2)



1 Timothy 2.8-15

I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, 
without anger or disputing. I also want women to dress 
modestly with decency and propriety, not with braided 
hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, but with 
good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to 
worship God. A woman should learn in quietness and 
submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to 
have authority over a man; she must be silent.



1 Timothy 2.8-15

For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was 
not the one deceived; it was the woman who was 
deceived and became a sinner. But women will be saved 
through childbearing—if they continue in faith, love and 
holiness with propriety.
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Questions of translation 
1. Should verses 8 and 9 be connected under the 

common subject of prayer, or is the prayer 
command addressed only to males? 

2. “Man” and “woman” 

•Aner = husband or man 
•Gyne = wife or woman
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Questions of translation 
3. Hesychia – quietness, rather than silence  
4. Authority—I do not permit a woman to teach or 

to have authority over a man (2.12) 

•Paul typically uses exousiazein for authority 

•Here he uses authentein—the only time in the NT 

• Signifies to overthrow or to usurp authority 
• See Titus 1.7 and 2 Peter 2.10



1 Timothy 2.8-15

Questions of translation 
4. Authority (continued) 

• The passage could therefore be translated—I 
permit no woman to teach domineeringly over a 
man, or perhaps, I permit no wife to teach 
domineeringly over a husband.
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Salvation by bearing children 

• But women will be saved through childbearing—if they 
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety (2.15) 

•What does this mean? 

• It sounds heretical 
•Often a strange statement reveals how deeply a text is 

enmeshed in the particular society. (Consider also, 
“baptism for the dead” in 1 Co. 15.29)



1 Timothy 2.8-15

Salvation by bearing children 
•What does it mean? 
• “Saved” by giving up their gnostic false teaching and 

embracing the body, marriage, and childbearing
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The deception of Eve 
•A poor argument 
•An appeal to the creation story is not an appeal to 

universality 
•Rather, there is an analogy of the deception of Eve and 

the deception of the women in Ephesus who forbid 
marriage 
• Such women have forfeited their right to teach



1 Timothy 2.8-15

Conclusion 
•A specific solution to a specific problem 
• The solution is important for the sake of good 

reputations 
• It is aimed at guiding the church toward a manner of 

life that wholly rejects the false teaching 
•Part of the solution to a problem that would 

overwhelm that church should not be made universal



Next week—handling differences


