
Men and Women: Service in the 
Local Church 

Lesson 4

Women in the Writings of Paul—Part II 

1 Corinthians (2)
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Knowledge carried to the heart

•My task: the transmission of the Holy Scriptures as 
knowledge carried to the heart 
•Proportion 
• Titus 2.10—in every way make the teaching amount 

God our Savior attractive 
• i.e., Beautify the teaching about God our Savior
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• The teaching that is the source of the beautiful action 
should be beautiful in the eyes of those who will hear 
and believe.  

• Ephesians 5



Knowledge carried to the heart

One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I 
may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my 
life; to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him 
in his temple. 
        Psalm 27.4
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One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; to gaze 
upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple. 
        Psalm 27.4 

I will see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 
        Psalm 27.13
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Knowledge carried to the heart

• In order to see I must have a good sense of proportion 

• Such vision and its requisite sense of proportion must 
be trained 

• Such training begins with (and forever remains within) 
the grace of God, revealed in His Word
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Knowledge carried to the heart

•As my vision is trained—through grace—by the Word 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures, so does my perception 
of the beauty of God direct my interpretation of those 
same Scriptures. 
•Beautify the teaching about God our Savior is an 

injunction to make this harmony and proportion 
manifest in life, the Scriptures, creation, family, and 
the Church.



Points for review

• The “whole will of God” may be hidden in cultural 
trappings 
• The problem of 1 Corinthians—freedom without 

formation 
•An integrative principle for Paul—Do not cause anyone 

to stumble (10.32-11.1) 
• For example, women and head-coverings (11.2-16)
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1 Corinthians 14

• Spiritual gifts given to all—not divided along gender 
lines 
• “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 

and daughters will prophesy….Even on my servants, 
both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy.” 

     Acts 2.17-18 (Joel 2.28-29)
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• Spiritual gifts given to all 
• For example—“Now to each one the manifestation of 

the Spirit is given for the common good….All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives 
them to each one, just as he determines.” (12.7, 11) 

•And—“For you can all prophesy in turn so that 
everyone may be instructed and encouraged.” 
(14.31)



1 Corinthians 14.34-35

“Women should remain silent in the churches. 
They are not allowed to speak, but must be in 
submission, as the Law says. If they want to 
inquire about something, they should ask their 
own husbands at home; for it is disgraceful for a 
woman to speak in the church.”
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1 Corinthians 14.34-35  

•What is the problem? 
•Was the problem that the women were saying 

anything at all in the assembly? 

•Did disorder arise because the women kept 
speaking out in a disorderly way that disturbed the 
orderly prophetic speech of others?



1 Corinthians 14.34-35

•What is the problem? 
•Were certain wives using their new-found freedom 

in Christ to challenge the authority of their 
husbands by questioning them in the assembly and 
thus dishonoring them in public? 

•Were women asking inappropriate questions 
concerning the prophetic speech of others, or 
judging it inappropriately?
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1 Corinthians 14.34-35

•What is the problem? 
•The Churches of Christ have generally accepted 
the first view—that Paul is teaching that women 
should be silent in public, except for 
congregational singing. 
•But this contradicts what Paul said in 11.5 
regarding the praying and prophesying of women
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•14.26-36–“participatory worship” 

•Paul’s standard: “All of these must be done for the 
strengthening of the church” (14.26)



The context of 1 Corinthians 14.34-35

Three groups that needed to be quiet in order to 
contribute to the edification, ensuring that all things be 
“done in a fitting and orderly way” (14.40)
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The context of 1 Corinthians 14.34-35

1. Those speaking in tongues 
•Paul limited the number 

•An interpreter was required—otherwise “the 
speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak 
to himself and God” (14.28) 

•Keep quiet = sigan = “be silent, stop speaking, 
become silent”
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should weigh carefully what is said. And if a 
revelation comes to someone who is sitting down, 
the first speaker should stop [sigan].” (14.29-30)
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The context of 1 Corinthians 14.34-35

3. The women / wives 
•What exactly is the problem? What can we learn 

from the text? 

• “Husbands at home” 

•Greek gyne either woman or wife 

• “Speak,” “inquire” 

•Greek lalein = to speak or to prattle, chatter
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3. The women / wives 

• Two reasons why this chatter cannot continue 

i. “As the Law says”



The context of 1 Corinthians 14.34-35

3. The women / wives 

• Two reasons why this chatter cannot continue 

i. “As the Law says” 

ii. “It is disgraceful”
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Conclusion—1 Corinthians 14

•1 Corinthians 11 and 14 do not contradict one another 
•Certain elements of the worship in Corinth could be 

detrimental to the edification of the church and in the 
eyes of outsiders 
• Yet women were allowed to participate in these public 

elements as long as it was done in a way that was 
edifying
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Summary—1 Corinthians

• The general problem: freedom without formation 

• Paul employs general principles to the particular situation— 

• The “message of the cross” 

• Love, not “freedom,” is the most excellent way 

• The “borderline of love” must be discerned 

•We must cause no offense that would block the Gospel 
• The assembly is for the sake of edifying the community 

through teaching and worship



Following Paul’s instructions

• “Whether women (or men) speak in the assemblies of 
the church should be judged on the basis of whether 
what they say builds up the community of believers 
and whether it alienates outsiders or attracts them to 
the Gospel.”



Following Paul’s instructions

• “Whether women (or men) speak in the assemblies of 
the church should be judged on the basis of whether 
what they say builds up the community of believers 
and whether it alienates outsiders or attracts them to 
the Gospel.” 
• “We must be careful to ‘not quench the Spirit, do not 

despise prophesying, but test everything; hold fast 
what is good, abstain from every form of evil.’”



Upcoming weeks

•Galatians and 1 Timothy 

•Handling conflict in the community


