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Love Like Fire! 
“Love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, 

like a mighty flame. Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away.” 
Song of Solomon 8:6–7 

 

Is Your Marriage a Victim of the Law of Entropy? 
 
Marital relationships and the Law of  _____________  have a lot in common!  
 

The Law of Entropy: “Energy ____________ or ______________ down over time.” 
Without an outside intervention, things naturally move toward disorder, ________ and chaos. 
 

Example: In a functioning fridge, the food is preserved, but if you unplug the fridge, the inside becomes 
a closed system. Left by itself, the temperature will rise, and the food will eventually decay. However, 
if you plug it in before the food spoils, you have external energy acting upon the fridge and the system 
will now preserve the food inside.  
 

We can see the Law of Entropy at work in so many ways:  
o Look at your own wedding pictures: no wrinkles, no gray hair, fewer pounds… 
o A plant that stopped receiving water, light, and nutrients, will start wilting away …  
o You had to pump gas to drive your car to Lake Tahoe! 
o In similar ways our love life and marital relationship experience the same wilting away without 

the proper and intentional care needed for a thriving love and marriage! 
 

In a marital romantic relationship, the Law of Entropy  manifests as __________ disorder and distance 
that can grow between husband and wife if they take no action to prevent it. In other words, it is very 
likely for a couple to feel that the flame of their love is diminishing, and they are growing apart and 
cold, when nothing is done to prevent it.  
 

FACT: If marriage is left on __________________, by inertia, it is practically impossible to avoid chaos, 
as decaying forces are working gradually to create ______________ between spouses. 
 

What “RE” means in“RE-kindle,” “RE-ignite,” “RE-awaken,” or “RE-vive”? 
 

The word rekindle describes the process of _________ something that has lost its ________ or 
__________. Synonyms for this term are action-words like revive, rejuvenate, or resuscitate. All of 
these words convey the idea of _____________ life, passion, and energy into a relationship that has 
grown __________ or ______, the concept of  ____________ something that has lost its ______________. 
 

The good news is that any marital relationship can be rekindled if __________ are willing to engage in 
the process. Your mutual love can be revived and often, your love may grow ___________ and more 
_________ than it has ever been.  
 

IT IS A FACT that what brought both of you at God’s Altar was the irresistible and _________ love for 
one another, the conviction that you have found your soulmate that you have prayed to God for!  
 

We love the translation of Song of Solomon 8:6–7 in the Message Translation:  “Love is invincible 
facing danger and death...” The Author of Bible, the God who is Love, inspired King Solomon to declare 
that nothing can stand before “Love, Passion, and Fire” – neither danger or death, nor floods or terrors 
of Hell! What couples needs to do, is to unleash the love that brought them together in the beginning!  
 

In the Bible, love is a verb, love is _________. “God so much loved the world, that He GAVE  His only 
begotten Son!” (John 3:16) Further, in 1 Corinthians 13, Paul defines “love” by using verbs: “Love 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things!” Just as in Revelation 2:4-5, 
Christ rebuked the Church in Ephesus, “I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love 
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Commitment / Agape / Spirit: The spiritual side of love’s triangle is ________________.  The Bible 
attaches the concept of “Agape love” to God and includes the notion of “covenantal love.” This type of 
love can be fully experienced ONLY by those whose spirit was “born from above!” Commitment looks 
toward a future that cannot be seen and promises to be there - until death! Commitment says, “I love 
you because you are YOU, not because of what you do or how I feel in the moment!” The longevity 
of love and the health of a marriage depend mightily on the strength of commitment.  
 

Intimacy / Philia / Soul: The emotional and cognitive side of love’s triangle is ________________.    
Love without intimacy is only a hormonal illusion. Intimacy has the quality of “best friend” or 
_________mate type of love. We all want someone who knows us better than anyone else — and still 
accepts us! We want someone who holds nothing back from us, someone who is totally transparent 
and entrusts us with his/her personal secrets.  
 

Passion / Eros / Body: The biological side of the triangle is ______________, the spine-tingling 
sensation that moves us toward romance. It starts with our hormones. Passion is sensual and sexual, 
characterized by physiological arousal and an intense desire for physical affection.  The “passion/eros” 
component of love is God-ordained, a divine gift to be enjoyed ONLY under the umbrella of marriage.  
 

The triangle’s area represents the “amount of love.”  The larger the triangle, the more love. With 
the visual help of human’s trinity and Sternberg’s “Triangular Love” we have a better theoretical 
understanding of what love is. Let’s now discuss practical aspects and learn what can we do to grow in 
love and move our marital relationship from “good to great”!  
 

The Husband and Wife Are Called to Pursue Oneness  
  

Let us go back to God’s definition of marriage from Genesis 2:24: "Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh." 
 

There are two verbs that are prerequisites for any couple to becoming one: "leave" & "cleave." God has 
called us to establish a new loyalty, a new priority, a new family: we must ______ in order to ________! 
 

The second verb is “to cleave” (= to join, to fusion). “Cleaving” is the process by which a man and a 
woman come together to form a new marriage and to pursue God-promised oneness! There are 3 ways 
we must cleave in marriage in order to become ONE: SPIRITUALLY, SOCIALLY & SEXUALLY (3 S)  
 

1. God Created Human Beings Primarily as Spiritual Beings 
 

God said, "Let us make man in Our image, in Our likeness." Our MAIN  identity comes from being 
created in the image of God - His spiritual & moral image.  This spiritual dimension must be at the 
very core of our marriage, and this is where the husband and the wife must pursue their spiritual 
oneness first and foremost. The agape love can be fully experienced ONLY by those whose spirit was 
“born from above!” That’s why the Apostle Paul was adamant about Christians marrying into the 
Family of God: “Do not be __________  yoked with unbelievers.” (2 Cor. 6:14) 
 

Only when we make Christ the foundation and the center of our marriage, we will achieve the most 
important dimension of our oneness - our spiritual oneness! Practically speaking, this involves 
praying  together, serving  together in the local Church, and ministering  together to a lost world!  
 

Practical Suggestions to Cultivate Commitment:  
 

Assess the high value of commitment: Your marriage is NOT a ______________, but a life-long 
covenant!  Commitment is the mortar that holds the stones of marriage in place!  
 

Re-assure your spouse of your commitment. We must be generous in assuring our spouse of our 
devotion, love, and commitment towards her/him! 
 

Explore spiritual terrain together. Experience the power of praying together and praying out-loud 
for one another! A lack of oneness can often be traced to a ________________ vitality.   
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2. Secondly, God Created Humans to Be Social Beings 
 

God: “It is not good for man to be ______.” We need each other to connect via feelings, intellect and will! 
In our marital relationship, we must pursue intimacy of our souls. This is the idea of becoming 
“soulmates,” when we know each other, where we are loved and we love! The goal is to achieving 
oneness in transparent communication, finances, and purposes in life, oneness in raising our children.  
 

Practical Suggestions to Cultivate Intimacy: 
 

Pursue friendship with your spouse. Ideally, husbands and wives are ______________! 
 

Spend time together. To resist the Law of Entropy, love must be fed and nurtured, and first and 
foremost it demands time!  The idea that “___________” will make up for the “quantity” is utterly false!   
 

Develop your listening skills.  
 

Practice unconditional acceptance. Unfortunately, some people “walk on __________” around their 
spouses, fearing they might say or do something to upset them. Nothing promotes intimacy more than 
knowing you are unconditionally accepted, even though you aren’t perfect.  
 

Focus on commonalities. Any happily married couple will tell you their differences and their 
commonalities. They usually begin with WE: “WE laugh at the same things”; “WE love vacationing in 
Naples”; “WE love bicycling”; “WE support an inner-city mission.” The more couples focus on what 
they have in common, the deeper intimacy grows. 
 

Couples who don’t cultivate intimacy live in an “________ -shell” marriage! 
 

SHOCKING STAT:  The 2nd largest group of divorcees are the “empty-nesters”!  
 

3. Thirdly, God Created Us Sexual Beings 
 

God promised: "The two shall become one flesh." There are two kinds of oneness in marriage: There is 
the “side-by-side” oneness in intimacy. There is also a “face-to-face” oneness that is private and 
intimate, where you make time to be together and to make love - often! Both “______________” and 
“_______________” types of oneness are equally important in marriage.  
 

The loss of passionate romance is a common complaint, whether couples have been married one year 
or thirty! Like a campfire that needs to be fed in order to be kept alive and burning, our marital 
passion needs to be rekindled to keep the flame of love burning hot! 
 

Practical Suggestions to Cultivate Passion: 
 

Practice meaningful touch. Affection in the form of meaningful touching is the language of passion.  
 

Plan mutually enjoyable experiences. Passion plummets when a spouse begins to associate their 
spouse primarily with dirty clothes, barked-out orders, crying, and nagging. Passion can only survive 
and thrive if the couple continues to “date” even after they marry!  
 

Compliment your spouse daily. An important element of romantic passion for both husbands and 
wives is to feel special. Compliments feel good — both to give and to receive. So, start shower the one 
you love with daily compliments! “To be loved, be lovable!” 
 

Every thriving marriage is grounded in commitment, intimacy, and passion! This is what 
Christian marriage is all about: Pursuing and BECOMING ONE  in the three dimensions of our being: 
SPIRITUAL/SPIRIT, SOCIAL/SOUL, AND SEXUAL/BODY! 
 
Just as the three Persons of our Triune God are perfectly united in mutual love, purpose and will, 
within our marriages, the husband, the wife, and the Lord Jesus – like “a cord of three strands that is 
not easily broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12) – we are called to continually pursue growth and cultivate 
oneness, to “LOVE LIKE FIRE” and to take our marriage from “good to GREAT!”  
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From a wife’s perspective: 
 

As a wife, you have power - the power to build a house of intimacy by God’s design: “The wise woman 
builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down.” (Proverbs 14:1) 
 

God’s desire for each of us as wives is that we become servant lovers. If we are to become like Christ, 
we must by definition become servants. Philippians 2:3-4 - “Do nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  
 

1. Respect   
• Giving respect is an obligation, not a favor; it is an act of maturity, birthed in a profound 

understanding of God’s grace.  
• Respect is a spiritual discipline, an obligation I owe unto my husband.  
• Our husband’s need for respect and affirmation especially from his wife is so hardwired and so 

critical that most men would rather feel alone and unloved than inadequate and disrespected!  
• If a man feels disrespected, he is going to feel unloved. If you want to love your man in the way 

he needs to be loved, then you need to ensure that he feels your respect most of all.  
• Emerson Eggerich - “In a relationship conflict, crying is often a woman’s response to feeling 

unloved, and anger is often a man’s response to feeling disrespected.” 
 

Ladies, even though deep down our men know we respect them, often times they get frustrated as we 
don’t know how to respect them.  

• Respect his abilities and his judgment,  
• Respect in personal and in public communication,  

 

Ephesians 5:33 says, “The wife must respect her husband.” To help you understand the full meaning 
of the word respect, let’s look at how The Amplified Bible renders it: “Let the wife see that she respects 
and reverences her husband [that she notices him, regards him, honors him, prefers him, venerates, 
and esteems him; and that she defers to him, praises him, and loves and admires him exceedingly]” 
 

2. Intimacy  
 

• Sex is more than just a physical need, it’s an overwhelming emotional need too.  
• At the most basic level, your husband wants to be wanted and also sexually desired.  
• Fulfilling sex makes him feel loved and desired.  

 

Meeting the intimate needs of our husbands is the loudest and clearest way to communicate to them 
that they are more important to us than anything else in the world! Fulfilling sex gives him 
confidence! Respond to his advances with your full emotional involvement, knowing that you’re 
touching his heart. Passive wife = boring wife!  Our men love having a wife who is sexually 
motivated, so let us to play an active role in the sex life.  
 

The marriage bed must be a place of mutuality — the husband seeking to satisfy his wife, the wife 
seeking to satisfy her husband. Marriage is not a place to “stand up for your rights.” Marriage is a 
decision to serve the other, both in bed and out! 
  

The desire for intimacy is a result of making it a priority, not the other way around. I am filled with 
thankfulness to God that He burned into my heart that intimacy with my husband Romeo needed to be 
a priority in my life. Did I do this perfectly every year of our marriage? Of course not!  
 

Sex is a physiological drive. It is physical as well as emotional. This physical desire that a man and a 
woman have for each other is there by God’s design. Without this physiological drive many couples 
would slowly drift apart. By creating a physical desire, God is inviting us to participate in the spiritual 
reality of learning to share, fellowship, and profoundly enter the life and soul of another human being!  
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A sexually fulfilled and active wife radiates a certain energy. A man who is sexually satisfied with his 
wife exudes a sense of well-being. Passion is a very healthy thing. The more passionate we become 
about one thing, the more passionate we tend to become about other things. Our passions are what 
makes us come alive. Passion is extremely important. It should be cultivated in marriage and brought 
to bear on all of life. May we burn like fire with passion for our spouse! 
 

From a husband’s perspective: 
 

1. Christ’s example of serving love 
Ephesians 5:25-28 – “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that He 
might present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy and without blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own  
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself.”  
 

Interesting fact: the Bible commands husbands in several passages to “love their wives,” but never 
commands wives to “love their husbands” – only to respect/submit to them! By God’s design, women 
have a built-in mechanism that respond with love when there are loved! 
 

Great book - Dr. Kevin Leman’s “Sex Begins in the Kitchen”  
 

2. Love/Affection/Tenderness – the highest need of the wife! 
 

To women, affection symbolizes security, protection, comfort, and approval, vitally important 
commodities in their eyes. When a husband shows his wife affection, he sends the following messages: 
“I care about you,” “You are important to me!” Verbalizing your affection is extremely important: our 
wives will never grow tired of hearing us saying, “I love you!”  
 

A hug can say any and all of the above. Men need to understand how strongly women need these 
affirmations. It is also a simple but effective way to build their account in their wife’s Love Bank. 
 

A husband can display affection by writing an occasional greeting card or a hand-written note 
expressing love! Don’t forget that all-time favorite - a bouquet of flowers sends a powerful message of 
love and care. An invitation to a restaurant also signals affection and desire to spend time together.  
 

A sensitive husband will open the door for her at every opportunity—another way to tell her, “I love 
you and care about you.” Holding hands is another time-honored and effective sign of affection. Walks 
after dinner, back & feet rubs, and conversations with thoughtful and loving expressions all add units 
to the Love Bank. “There are a thousand ways to say I love you!” From a woman’s point of view, 
affection is the essential cement of her relationship with a man. Without it, a woman usually feels 
alienated from her spouse. With it, she becomes tightly bonded to him, while he adds units to his 
account in her Love Bank. 
 

A loving and serving husband will empower his wife to submit to him! 
 

There is a story of an authoritarian husband who demanded that his wife conform to some rigid rules. 
She was to do certain things for him as a wife and homemaker. In time, she began hating her husband 
as much as she hated his list of rules and regulations. Then, one day he died. Later, she fell in love with 
another man and married him. She and her new husband lived on a perpetual honeymoon. Her new 
husband was committed to her and her interests. Joyfully, she devoted herself to his happiness and 
welfare. One day, while organizing her drawers, she found the sheets of DO’s and DONT’s her first 
husband had written for her.  
 

To her shock and amazement she realized that she was doing for her second husband all the things 
and even more that her first husband demanded of her, although her new husband had never once 
suggested them. She did them as an expression of her love for him and her desire to please him. He 
won her devotion by his demonstration of selfless love.  
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