
Questions: 

1. How do you feel when you hear good news about something or someone? 

2. Recall Saul’s conversion in Acts 9:1—21. Why was it so important for his 

heart to be affected by Christ before his actions changed? How did Paul’s  

relationship with Jesus impact his hardships and house? 

3. Read James 1:2—4. Why are we supposed to remain joyful in the midst of  

trials and testing? Share with your group a time when choosing faith during  

a trial produced perseverance in you. 

4. How do people usually respond to hardships? When the message of the 

gospel transforms your perspective, how does that change how you choose 

to handle hardships? 

5. Read John 10:10. How does the enemy infiltrate your home? What can you 

do when your household is under attack? 

 

 

 

 

 

Biblical pattern of delay. 

• Delay between the ____________ and its ________________.  

•     Delay between the ___________ and the ___________. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Much of our Christian life is lived in the ________. 

The gap is the _________ and __________ in between what God has  

promised and its fulfillment. 

The ____________ is the destination. 

One focus can be getting to the promise, but God’s focus is on the  

____________ that leads to the promise. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

• Joseph 

Joseph had a dream,  
Then he had another dream,  

Genesis 37:59(a), 9(a) NIV 

•     David 

Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”  

1 Samuel 16:12(a) NIV 



_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

•     Jesus 

So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee.  

John 4:3 NIV 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between  
Samaria and Galilee.  

Luke 17:11 NIV 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these 
forty years, to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart, 
whether or not you would keep his commands. He humbled you, causing you to 
hunger and then feeding you with manna, which neither you nor your ancestors 
had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. Your clothes did not wear out and 

your feet did not swell during these forty years. Know then in your heart that as  
a man disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.  
to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well with you.  

Deuteronomy 8:2—5, 16(b) NIV 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

1. God ________ them into the ___________ 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness  

Deuteronomy 8:2(a) NIV 

The desert is the place where God strips away all ________________. 

God strips things away so He has your ______________ ______________. 

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

2. God wants to ___________, ________ and __________ you. 

Deuteronomy 8:2—5 NIV 

The journey into the desert is to: 

•     ___________ you 

Deuteronomy 8:3(a) NIV 

Deuteronomy 8:2(a) NIV 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

•     _________ you 

to humble and test you in order to know what was in your heart,  

Deuteronomy 8:2(b) NIV 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________ 

•     __________ you  

to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but on every word that  

comes from the mouth of the Lord.  

Deuteronomy 8:3(b) NIV 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 


