
 

 

 

 

 

Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that you do not 
grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we be-
lieve that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him.  According to the Lord’s word, we tell you 
that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have 
fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the arch-
angel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the  

Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.  

Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye,  

at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For 

the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has 

been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The  

sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if 

that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a  

place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  
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After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I had first heard  
speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”   

Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that is going to  
come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth.  

until the full number of the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be saved.  

I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means 
Again I ask: Did they stumble so as to fall beyond recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of their transgression, 
salvation has come to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.  
If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among 
the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the olive root,  
You do not support the root, but the root supports you.  
But they were broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith.  
And if they do not persist in unbelief, they will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.  
how much more readily will these, the natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree!  

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask you, brothers and  

sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or 

by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive 

you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the 

man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is wor-

shiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 
 
Don’t you remember that 

when I was with you I used to tell you these things? And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may 

be revealed at the proper time. For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now 

 

holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be re-

vealed, whom the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his mouth and destroy by the splendor of his 

coming. The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all sorts of 

displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that wickedness deceives those  

who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  

He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself  
up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.  

Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these things?  

 

And now you know what is holding him back, so that he may be revealed at the proper time. For the secret 

power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken  
out of the way.  

The secret of the lawlessness is already working, only it cannot be revealed  
until he who now withholds disappears from the midst. 

- Excerpt from the article “What is the Restrainer?”


