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 BLUEWATER REFLECTIONS

OVERFLOW 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all 
your mind; and, Love your neighbor as yourself. Luke 10:27
The summer of 2020 was difficult for 
everyone. Around our world, our 
country, our communities, the 
pandemic had halted activities that we 
would have normally done. Gathering 
together was discouraged. Areas of 
Minnesota were a affected differently, 
with many cases arising in the Twin 
Cities, and far fewer cases appearing 
in northwestern counties of the state. 

So in late May, there was not much 
hope that summer youth camps could 
happen. The Bluewater Board took a 
slow approach in making a decision: if 
it was lawful, if we could follow the 
regulations, if our staff could still come, 
then we would wait till the last moment 
to cancel youth camps.  

Many camps in Minnesota chose to 
decide earlier due to their staffing and 
numbers of Covid-19 cases. 

Therefore, when the Governor allowed 
overnight youth camps to begin in mid-
July, our Board continued to ask the 
question: If it’s allowed, is it worth the 
risk? 

Due to where our campers live 
(northern MN) and the few cases that 
were in their counties, plus the ability 
of our staff to come in late, the 
Bluewater Board decided to move 
forward to fulfill our mission to reach 
youth and adults with the Gospel of 
Christ. 

We see in the story of the Good 
Samaritan, which is where our 
summer theme came from, Jesus 
shares that there is risk: the robbers 
could still be there, he may be 
ridiculed for helping a Jew, the priests 
do not want to risk breaking the law, 
and the Samaritan uses his financial 
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resources. While we fully understand why other churches and 
camps made decisions based on their particular situation, our 
Board made the decision to move ahead, as we understood 
that we were in a unique position and wanted to give the 
opportunity for God to work through youth coming to Bluewater. 
We determined: 

It was worth the risk. 

Our desire was not to be rogue or cavalier in moving forward 
with youth camps. Rather, it was to create an atmosphere 
where stories like these become a reality: 

A story from one counselor: “I came into my cabin to get 
something and run back out to the beach. When I entered the 
cabin, two of my campers were on their bunks. They asked, 
‘The speaker has said, to ask Jesus if we can follow Him. Can 
we do that right now?' The counselor was able to pray with 
those girls to make decisions to follow Jesus in an uncertain 
world. 

A story from a parent: “My 10th grade son came home and laid 
on the sofa and said ‘Mom, it’s over. The best week of my life is 
over. Camp was different, but it was the best because I could 
have conversations and do normal things again, but now it’s 
over. I wish camp could go on." 

All along we were cautious, prayerful and anxious that we 
would be the next media story. I believed that God would 
continue to show up if we held camp or not. And in the midst of 
it all, God provided in so many ways. We only had two times 
when inclement weather interrupted chapels, tents to help move 
half our dining outside, parents willing to fill out extra forms and 
sit in the registration line for 45 minutes to an hour, staff willing 
to go ahead with camp even with the mask mandate in the 
middle of the summer, and youth who were willing to obey the 
guidelines and regulations to make sure camp would happen. 

Camp is different, but Camp Is Good became our summer 
motto. It was still good to come together in God’s creation and 
learn how to follow 
Him in a broken 
and sick world, but 
we would gather 
differently. It was 
good to hear God’s 
word to love our 
neighbor, the 
person who doesn’t 
look like, or think 
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like me, in the midst of a world dealing with racial 
unrest. It was good to have conversations outdoors 
with people when communication had only been 
through electronic forms for the past 3 months. 

Camp is a place set aside for God to tear down 
boundaries and break through to heal and help 
people. My goal for the summer at times became 
“Let’s just make it through today.” But at the end of 
the summer it was about OVERFLOWING in the way 
we show mercy, love and kindness unto others.  

Jesus ends his conversation with the lawyer who 
asked the question with this statement,  

“Go and do likewise.” 

We hope that this summer influenced campers to go 
and show mercy, give of their time, take a risk to 
help someone who is disagreeable to them, and 
love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul, 
strength and mind. 

Thank you for continuing to partner with us in 
reaching families and youth for Christ. We 
appreciate your prayers, financial support and 
commitment to make Bluewater safe and missional. 

Loving Life Because He IS Life, 
Chadwick Persons, Camp Director
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PRAYERS/ PROJECTS
PRAYERS: 

FINANCIAL 
• Although we were able to have 63% of our summer 

registrations, we did lose almost all of our Fall 
Retreat income (15% of the Income budget). 

• We were given a PPP loan. 
• Although we did hold our 

expenses down for the summer 
and there were less expenses 
than normal because of less 
campers, we will be a little under 
our Income taken in. 

• Giving towards the operation of 
camp has been positive. 

2021 SUMMER PLANNING 
2020 STAFF 
LEADERSHIP DECISIONS 

PROJECTS: 

OUTDOOR PAVILION 
Will help create more room for dining, due to the 
expectant 2021 regulations for outdoor dining. 
Another gathering area for families and youth. 

$30,000 memorial has been given 
towards this project. 

COOK/ SPEAKERS CABIN 
$10,000 Hartz Foundation Grant was 
awarded towards this project. 
Need to improve our Cook’s housing. 

AS YOU GIVE THIS THANKSGIVING AND AT THE END OF THE YEAR, PLEASE THINK OF THE MINISTRY OF 
BLUEWATER AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO HELP US CONTINUE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH OUR MISSION. 
GIVE WITH A CHEERFUL HEART AND KNOW THAT GOD WILL USE YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS TO INCREASE 
HIS KINGDOM. ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX EXEMPT. BLUEWATER IS A 501 (C) 3 CORPORATION.

Outfitters 
For Life.



COME WORK @ 
BCBC 
Disciples of Jesus who desire to be 
Lifeguards, Counselors, Kitchen Staff, & Cooks at a 
beautiful summer home please apply @ 
www.bluewatercamp.com  

Thank you for 
your support & 

prayers!

FAMILY CAMP
Uniquely being our first camp of the 
season, we were unsure of what to expect. 
Family camp was well attended. People 
respected the social distancing and gave 
positive reviews to our outdoor dining 
seating and outdoor chapels. One family 
from Hutchinson “Googled” open 
Christian family camps in MN and found 
us, then reserved a spot for their family to 
attend. 
Thank you to Paul Knight, Kris Causton, 
and Andrae Robinson for sharing God’s 
Word with us. Schedule your family camp 
experience for summer 2021 now.  

See you there. 

Opportunities 
Micah Rude- Program Director

 In order to have a fun and safe program this summer we 
knew just about everything would have to change. The 2020 
summer staff took this on as simply an opportunity for creativity.  
 Chapels would be outside. This meant setting up and 
tearing down the portable rig twice a day. But this also meant 
dumping buckets of water on skit characters or having fire rings 
spread throughout the yard during extended worship - things we 
couldn’t do inside the chapel.  
 Swimming and tubing times would have to be on a strict 
schedule to limit the number of campers in one place at a time. This 
led to our lifeguards taking cabin groups down the sandbar or on 
the pontoon to swim with life jackets in the middle of the lake. So 
many things were different at camp just as they were different back 
home and around the globe.  
 But amidst the changes, so much good remained, such as 
the feeling of hooking into a sunfish off the dock or pausing for a 
moment on top of the iceberg before plunging into the water. There 
is something about laying under the stars talking with your peers 
about God’s overflowing love. Or worshipping and hearing a 
message in a place where you don’t have to move on to the next 
thing right away but can continue to contemplate with friends or a 
counselor.  
 By seeking opportunities rather than focusing on 
restrictions, campers were able to let loose and have fun while 
taking in God’s overflowing, unconditional love in the midst of ever-
changing and uncertain times.  

What a joy to be a part of something so important!

HIGHLIGHTS 
• 495 youth campers 
• 12 new decisions to follow Jesus 
• 80 decisions to rededicate life to Jesus. 
• Camp was different, camp was good 
• Outdoor chapels 
• No big games 
• More opportunities - new additions to the 

schedule 
• More time with cabins/pods 
• No lining up for meals 
• 20 minute discussion on carpetball 
• Sanitizing equipment 


