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samish �ats birdwatching

The Samish Flats is an excellent location for finding birds associated with both land and salt water, particularly in winter. There is 
excellent visibility across the generally flat land, except where occasional plantations of cottonwood trees obscure the view. Multiple 
paved and well-signed roads crisscross the area, providing easy access for automobile birding. Additionally, there are limited areas 
that can be reached on foot, particularly the land held by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) at "the West 90." T~

The Birds
Thousands of Mallard, Northern Pintail, and American Wigeon winter along the areas coasts. Many can also be found feeding in fallow 
fields and associated freshwater ponds. At high tide, large flocks of Dunlin and Black-bellied Plover move inland to feed and rest, 
returning to the muddy shorelines as the tide recedes. All of these are preyed upon by wintering hawks and falcons. Red-tailed and 
Rough-legged Hawks are ubiquitous, with many conveniently perched on the telephone poles and lines along the paved roads. Both 
adult and sub-adult Bald Eagles are dependable finds. Five species of North American falcons can be found: Gyrfalcon, Peregrine 
Falcon, Prairie Falcon, Merlin, and American Kestrel. Northern Harriers are also plentiful, and at the West 90 they are often joined by 
Short-eared Owls. In eruptive years, Snowy Owls have wintered along the dikes and in the fields. On occasion, both Coopers and 
Sharp-shinned Hawks perch and hunt in the trees that have been planted around many of the homes and other buildings. 

Directions and Suggestions
The Samish Flats are best visited in winter, from late October until the start of April. From I-5 north, take Exit #231 north on Chuckanut 
Drive to the Allen West Road. Turn left (west) and follow this to where it ''T''s on the Farm to Market Road. Turn right (north) and then 
left (west) almost immediately on D'Arcy Road. This will ''T'' at the Bayview Edison Road. Go right (north) to where this ''T''s on the 
Samish Island Road and turn left (west). Where this road turns ninety degrees north, proceed straight west into the WDFW parking 
area. This is known to local birders as ''the West 90.'' A Vehicle Use Permit is required. From here, explore the area to the north, up 
toward Samish Island, or bird the roads and fields to the east, en route to the town of Edison. 




