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Hello Church! 
 

Do seasons ever sneak up on you? I felt like it was only a few weeks ago that 

we were looking at the falling snow during our Christmas Eve service—and 

now it’s March! It’s remarkable how quickly and easily we can lose track of 

time. What is more frightening to me, is that if we are not careful, we can 

completely enter into new seasons without recognizing it. Maybe you’ve 

experienced this before. You blink your eyes and somehow your children are 

driving cars or are off to college. You realize that you and your friends seemed 

to have grown old. You look around and notice that our community has 

changed.  

However, some seasons aren’t always a surprise. One year ago, March 1 2017, 

I loaded up my car and drove to Bellevue to begin my new appointment in 

the Seattle District. Even though I wouldn’t start serving as your Pastor until July, 

I was beginning a season that I knew was coming. From March to July, I spent 

almost every day praying for myself and our church community. I asked God 

what must I learn to see in this new chapter, and what ideas must I be willing 

to let go of. Sometimes, with the right preparation, and awareness, we can 

enter into seasons well. And when we do, they are fruitful.  

This is why I believe the Season of Lent is important. Over the next few weeks, 

you have an opportunity to ask yourself a simple question: “What might I need 

to do in order to prepare for Easter?” 

Now, I understand - this may seem like an odd question. However, “easter,” 

isn’t just an event that happened 2,000 years ago. It’s a season we recognize 

every year. Why? Because even after going to church for most of my life, 

even after reading the Bible, learning Christian practices and rhythms—there is 

always room for something in my life to die, so that something new can begin. 

This is the rhythm of all life. Things change, and so do we.  

If you feel stuck, or in a rut, or burned out, or tired, or if things around you have 

started to seem loud, or just a bit too blurry - maybe this season of Lent, and its 

transition into the season of Easter can be an opportunity for you to let go of 

one thing, so that something new can begin.  

So let me ask you - what needs to begin in your life?  

And what must you let go of in order for this to happen? 

Will you join me in being aware of this season of Lent, and the ways we are all 

called to prepare for new life in the season of Easter? I hope so! 

Until we are together again, may Grace and Peace abound in your life.  

 

Rev. Phil Antilla 
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Rancho Milagro Mission Trip and the  

Neighbor’s Fund 
 
Thanks to Gretchen Frey’s creativity and hard work, we 

have received some of the $2000 we need for chicken 

coop building supplies for our upcoming mission trip to 

Rancho Milagro Children’s Home in Tecate, Mexico.  

We’re hoping to fund the rest through donations to a special offering on Easter Sunday. 

The Easter Offering will also go toward funding our Neighbor’s Fund 

(what we used to call the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund) to help all the 

people in need who stop by the church for gas and food money or 

help paying bills. 

Please give generously.  Thank you. 

 

Easter Sunrise Service  
Sunday, April 1, 6:30 am 

Wilburton Hill Park, 12400 Main St, Bellevue 

(next to the Bellevue Botanical Gardens) 

Morning has broken. All has been made new. 

FUMCB and Aldersgate UMC join together to 

celebrate in a beautiful outdoor setting facing the 

rising sun.  Music with Abby and the Richardson’s, 

readings by youth, and an Easter Message. Dress for the weather (including shoes for 

walking in wet grass) and bring a camp chair if desired. Coffee and donuts will be provided! 

Questions? See Laurie Edwards. 

Easter Scavenger Hunt:  Mission Possible 
Sunday, April 1, promptly at 11:45 am  

in the South entrance area 
 

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to complete the 

scavenger hunt for eggs, inside and outside the church. In the process 

you’ll find out more about our church’s mission work, see some rooms 

you’ve never seen before, and have a ton of fun. You can form a team, 

accept the challenge by yourself, or (if you are younger than 3rd grade) 

you can have parental help. Prizes for everyone!   

After all, ALL things are possible with God. (Matthew 19:26) 
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Many Hands Make Light Work 

EASTER BRUNCH HELPERS NEEDED! 
 

It doesn’t happen by itself! Please pitch in to help make this church tradition fun for all. And 

don’t forget to invite some friends! 

 

Set up/Decorating: Saturday, March 31st at 6 pm  

 Tables and chairs, flowers, centerpieces, decorations 

 

Brunch Servers:  Sunday, April 1st   

 Help in all or some of these ways: 

• 8:30- 9:15 am  Accepting dishes 

• 10:45- 11 am  Setting out food   

• 11 am- 11:45 am Refilling, clearing, overseeing 

 

Clean up:   Sunday, April 1st, 12 noon -1 pm  

 Minimal dishwashing, table and chairs 

 

Fill out your Making Connections form or see Laurie Edwards to volunteer.  

  

You are Invited: 
Easter Brunch (Potluck) 

Sunday, April 1, 11:15 am, Fellowship Hall 
 
Bring a side dish, if you are able,  and join the 

fun as we join together with the Korean church 

to celebrate the risen Christ. 
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Journey: Learning the 

Ancient Way of Jesus  
Sunday, March 11, 4 pm, Parlor 
 

 

What does it mean to be a “disciple”? Why do we take 

on the name “Christians” and what is it really supposed 

to mean?  

Join Pastor Phil for this pop-up which will focus on the teachings of Jesus, the ancient wisdom 

of discipleship, and the subversive reality of becoming a follower of Christ.  

Bring a friend!  

 

NUMBERS: 

An Update from the Finance Committee 
 

The Good: $9,719 Surplus — We ended 2017 with a 

$9,719 surplus on top of a $5,311 surplus at the end of 

2016. That means we have increased our reserves by 

over $15,000 in the past two years. That’s good! Thank 

you for your generosity. 

The Not so Good: Potential deficit in 2018 — By the 

end of February, we had received 69 estimates-of-

giving, totaling $255,546, for 2018. This is approximately 

$74,000 less than we need to balance our 2018 

budget. It is also 27 fewer estimates-of-giving and 

$68,400 less than we received in 2017. Because of this 

shortfall, the finance committee recommended, and 

leadership council approved, the budget only for the 

first half of 2018. The Finance Team will be contacting 

all those who did not re-up their estimate-of-giving for 

2018 to encourage their support and will try to find a 

new long-term tenant to help offset the deficit. If need 

be, we will do another fund-raising campaign as well. 

With positive energy building around our new focus on 

mission, this deficit is not insurmountable. 

The Long Range: Financial Seminars — The Finance Team would like to provide financial 

planning seminars of interest to the congregation. Topics might include: (1) how to include 

our church in your estate plan or will, (2) how to give stock, bonds or insurance to our 

church, (3) tax-advantaged giving, and (4) how recurring electronic giving works. More 

information will be available in the bulletin. We’re anxious to know what you want to hear 

about so we can arrange appropriate speakers for this Spring. 
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“THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS” 
by Marcia French, Lay Leader 
 

February 14, 2018—17 killed in mass shooting at Florida High School; November 5, 2017—26 

killed at church in Sutherland Springs Texas; October 1, 2017—58 killed at music festival in Las 

Vegas; December 14, 2012—26 killed at Sandy Hook Elementary; April 20, 1999—13 killed at 

Columbine High; December 15, 1993—4 killed in shooting at Chuck E Cheese restaurant in 

Aurora Colorado. This was the shooting that took the life of my 17-year old nephew Ben, 

devastating my family.  

Today, as I write, it is February 15th. I feel absolute outrage and helplessness. I am incapable 

of offering “thoughts and prayers.” So, I have turned to what members of the clergy from 

different religious traditions have to offer about the role of prayer after a tragedy. Here are a 

few excerpts that I have found meaningful. 

Pastor Kelly France, Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Minneapolis: “Prayer can be a powerful 

grounding force. When people pray, we assume a posture of listening. Prayer opens us to 

hear what God is calling us to do in a situation; a way to find clarity in the chaos around 

us—.” Rabbi Jill Jacobs, T’ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights, New York: “Prayer frees 

us from our intellectualizing—and allows us to voice our pain and anguish. Prayer forces us 

back into the world—and to hear the call to imitate God through our own actions.” Pastor 

Jim Kast-Keat, Riverside Church, New York (my favorite): “The thoughts and prayers 

approach feels lazy to me—I’d rather have people vote and act. Often, we find ourselves 

calling ourselves into holy huddles, filled with our thoughts and prayers while the world goes 

to hell around us. I want people to stop going to church and I want them to start being the 

church. I tend to prefer prayers like Rabbi Heschel embodied when he said, “I prayed with 

my feet.” Pastor Dave Gass, Grace Family Fellowship, Pleasant Hill, Missouri. “We like to think 

of prayer as a way to get God to do what we want, but God is not a cosmic vending 

machine. Prayer is not only a means of asking God to act, it is also a means of asking God 

to give us opportunities to act. Rev. Elizabeth Rawlings, Lutheran Campus Ministry at the U of 

W, Seattle. “Prayer is being in relationship and communication with God. Simply stating that 

your thoughts and prayers are with someone is meaningless unless you are actively 

engaging in and with the pain and suffering in the world—and doing something about it. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

For me, “thoughts and prayers” ring hollow. Neither do they stop bullets. I shed tears again 

for Ben, whose life was violently ended at age 17. My prayer is, “God, help me to listen, to 

hear, and to act. May this insane carnage be stopped.  Amen.” 

Daylight Savings Time  
starts Sunday, March 11 

Spring forward an hour. Don’t be late for church! 
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Our church has a new logo, and a fresh look for our website and Facebook 

pages, but it all started with a logo from the 1990’s that Judy Allen transformed 

and then Pastor Phil transformed some more. It is the very recognizable front of 

our building, including the bell tower.   

Our webpage address is the same (www.fumcbellevue.org) but you might 

have to refresh or reload the page before you get the new one. It takes a while 

for Google to know where to look! All your favorites are still there: the calendar 

of events and sermons (messages) to listen to if you missed one on a Sunday. 

If you haven’t visited our Facebook page, now is the time to not only like the 

page, but get notifications when things are posted, and, best of all, share 

postings on your own Facebook page.  That’s how word spreads! 

How do you like our fresh coat of paint? 

A Fresh Coat of Paint 

1990’s logo 

2017 Logo 

UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief), Sunday, March 11th 
 

This year, March 11 has been designated as UMCOR Sunday (formerly known as One Great 

Hour of Sharing). It is that day when special offerings are taken to fund UMCOR’s 

administrative costs. It is very appropriate that during this season of Lent, when we think 

about the meaning of our faith, that UMCOR and its work be part of the process. 

So what is UMCOR’s mission and what do they do? The mission statement reads as follows:  

Compelled by Christ to be a voice of conscience on behalf of the people called Methodist, 

UMCOR works globally to alleviate human suffering and advance hope and healing. 

Starting in the 1940’s UMCOR is us, working around the world. We, through UMCOR, support 

programs that address U.S and international disaster response, global health, sustainable 

development, water and sanitation, and sustainable agriculture. UMCOR also provides items 

to meet immediate needs like cleaning, hygiene, and school kits. 

How does all this work? UMCOR provides hands on support in many areas and works with a 

wide variety of partner groups as circumstances dictate, either directly or through financial 

support. For example, to help address the needs of the Rohingya refugees from Myanmar, 

UMCOR provided grants to a Muslim relief agency that has access to the area. More 

directly, UMCOR has been working in Haiti for many years, helping with earthquake 

recovery. They are helping construct classrooms, school latrines, and water storage units in 

Sudan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and Haiti, partly to increase programs for 

girl’s education. Go to www.UMCOR.org and see how we Methodists are at work around 

the world.  

Our church has generously supported and been involved with UMCOR and its mission for 

many years. We have sent teams to Sager Brown to work in the depot. We have taken 

special offerings to support relief work in time of disasters. Mission teams have gone to the 

Congo, Haiti, and Mexico. This UMCOR Sunday, lets continue our support and give 

generously to help pay UMCOR’s operating costs. That in turn allows all funds donated for 

specific programs to go for that use. 

http://www.UMCOR.org
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Intergenerational Worship 

Sundays: Whys and Hows 

Every LAST Sunday of  

the month 
 

One Sunday a month, the last one, we 

don’t have Sunday School. Why? 

Because we want the children to learn 

the rhythms, traditions, and ways of 

worship. By watching their parents put offering in the bowl, they learn that supporting the 

church financially is important. After singing the songs, they have a tune or some learned 

words running through their head for the next few days. In taking communion, they learn 

about breaking bread together and the fellowship of Christians who share this sacrament. By 

hearing the scriptures, the prayers, and the sermon they begin their spiritual journey outside 

the confines of the Sunday School room. By participating in worship, they learn what they 

need to know to return to worship as adults. 

While these are many good reasons to have an Intergenerational Sunday each month, it is 

sometimes difficult for parents and wiggly children alike. Aside from the Busy Bags and 

Children’s bulletins available from the ushers, there are many other ways to keep your child 

engaged. 

• Stand up and sing those hymns! Show your child how musical notes on the pages of the 

hymnal move up and down with the song. Follow along with your finger and sing 

together. Then, give your child a bulletin and have him/her circle all the songs to sing 

and put a star by the favorite one. 

• Follow along with your finger in the bulletin through the Call to Worship and read it 

together, while standing of course! 

• Do a word search through the bulletin and announcements for key words: Easter, God, 

Christ, children, etc. Or, have him/her look for all the letters of the alphabet, or see how 

high they can go with numbers. 

• Get out that hymnal and have children find the next hymn or ask older children to find 

their favorite Christmas carol, their favorite Easter song, or the Lord’s Prayer. 

• Bring a child/youth friendly bible to church and ask them to find the scripture verse(s) for 

the day and to read it before the scripture is read. Older kids can compare their version 

with that in the pew bible. Which do they like best? Then, ask them to find other verses 

they like or know or find one of your favorite stories and have them read that. 

• Look at the stained glass windows. What symbols do you see? Can your child draw 

them? Can s/he figure out what they have to do with religion and spirituality? 

• Count the pews, the poinsettias, the mirrors, the people and draw something they 

noticed while doing that. 

Be prepared, have some fun, and start your child off on a successful faith journey! 
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Faith in Action:  Shared Breakfast 
Sunday, March 18th, First UMC, Seattle 

Meet at our church at 6:45 am, return by 9:30 am                  
 

Every week for 20 years First UMC in Seattle has fed up 

to 200 homeless men and women, sharing the work with 

other congregations and calling it Shared Breakfast. 

We’ll help set up, serve, eat with the guests, clean up 

and be back at church in time for worship.  

Confirmands, mentors and their families get first dibs on 

our 20 spots, but others are welcome to come along on 

a first come first served basis. This is a fun, meaningful, 

eye opening opportunity for those in middle school and 

up. 


