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Hello Church! 
 

Happy New Year!  

I really enjoy the meaning of celebrating a new year. I like the 

invitation to consider where you have been, and set a course for 

where you want to go in the coming months.  

This new year also marks an anniversary for me, as it has now been 

six months since I began my appointment at our church. Over these 

past six months, I have spent much time getting to know individuals, 

learning from our leadership, and studying where our church has 

been in the past. In fact, it was December of 2016 that I first started 

to hear about Bellevue First, and so in many ways, this January marks 

one full year that I have been thinking of, studying, and praying for 

this community.  

And now as we being a new year, I would like for us to start looking 

ahead. In my first six months here, I have strongly challenged us to 

think about why we do what we do. Most of these conversations 

have centered around our Sunday worship gathering (remember 

talking about prayer, silence, offering?) Now, I would like for us to 

transition into a new chapter where we begin to talk at a larger 

scale about why we do what we do.  

To being this journey, I want to invite you all to join me for an All 

Church Gathering on Sunday, January 21st at 11:30am. The meeting 

will be right after our Sunday service - so grab a cup of coffee or tea 

and then come back into the sanctuary.  

The purpose of this gathering is for me to share some reflections on 

the mission and vision of our church congregation. I am planning to 

talk about the past, the present, and the possibilities of our future. 

Since I would like to cover a great deal of information, we should 

plan on the gathering lasting around 2 hours. So, if you want, please 

bring a brown-bag lunch! 

 

Continued to next page... 
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Continued from Hello Church!… 

Also, as you may have heard last week, this Sunday we are beginning a new preaching 

season that focuses on the Psalms, seen through the lens of a journey. I very much believe 

that we at Bellevue First are on a journey together, and I believe that we are moving in a 

new chapter - which will be full of both challenges and rewarding possibilities.  

I’m so excited to share more about this on January 21st. For now, please mark your 

calendars, clear your schedule, and bring a lunch. And plan on joining us this Sunday as we 

kick of this new season by talking about journeys in our own lives through the book of 

Psalms.  

Until we are together again,  

May grace and peace be with you all. 

- Pastor Phil 

ENDOWMENT NEWS 
Does your church group/committee have a dream you can’t fund? 

Think Endowment Grants! 
 

The FUMCB Endowment committee is requesting applications for 2018 grants. We 

encourage ministry teams and committees to review 2018 plans to determine if an 

Endowment Grant could be helpful. In general, Endowment funds are used for special, one

-time projects or missions. Past expenditures have helped pay for our new sound system, 

the upstairs drinking fountain, the elevator, and the new defibrillator along with many 

special music events. 

Applications are accepted from January 1 thru February 15. Application forms and 

instructions are available from the church office or by contacting Wayne Bruning 

(wbruning@prodigy.net or 425-883-6843). The committee will review applications and notify 

applicants by March 15. First consideration will be given for requests that further the 

missions of the church beyond the operating budget. 

Share your journey with us! 

 
A display of our own journeys is planned for the north entrance 

area, and you are invited to bring pictures of journeys you have 

taken. Laurie Edwards will be the photo curator, so please 

submit digital photos (along with the location and names) to her 

at lauriee@fumcbellevue.org. Or, bring in physical photos, 

attach a label with names and locations, and hang it yourself in 

the designated lobby area. 

 

The season of Epiphany promises to be a time of reflection as 

we embark upon a new journey together. 

mailto:wbruning@prodigy.net
mailto:lauriee@fumcbellevue.org
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ONE REFUGEE’S STORY  
by Marcia French, 2018 Lay Leader 

 

For the last several weeks, we have been looking at the current plight of refugees, 

immigrants, and displaced people. This is the story of my friend, Savahdy (Dee), a refugee 

who survived the brutal 4-year rule of the Khmer Rouge in Cambodia. 

Dee and her family lived in the small village of Kanal, South of the capital, Phnom Penh. As 

the Khmer Rouge (KR) conquered the countryside, thousands, including Dee’s family, fled 

to Phnom Penh seeking safety. Dee was 17, and in high school.   

In 1975, the KR invaded Phnom Penh, and hundreds of thousands were forced to flee and 

be resettled in rural areas. Dee’s family walked back to their village, Kanal, with only the 

clothes they wore and took turns pushing a heavy cart containing bags of rice. Dee vividly 

remembers the dead bodies along the road and the terrible stench.  

They found their house largely destroyed and the village was overgrown by vegetation. As 

people worked to clear the vegetation, many were killed when they stepped on landmines.  

Cambodians were forced into collective farm labor, virtually slave labor. Dee had a two-

hour walk to and from the cornfield where she labored long hours. She stated that you 

worked so that you would be fed. Those unable to work had even less food.  

In August of 1975, Dee, her family, and others were taken north by truck to Battambang 

where Dee worked in the rice fields. It was hard work and there was never enough food.  

Rice was cooked with extra water to make it go farther. By this time, four members of Dee’s 

extended family had died of starvation.   

In 1979, the Vietnamese invaded Cambodia and removed the 

KR from power. Food was short with little to eat. Dee, now 

married, was expecting her first child. To get help, Dee’s 

husband, with some of her family, walked to Thailand. Dee 

stayed behind with her sister who was about to give birth.  

After the baby was born, Dee with other family members began 

the walk to Thailand. The Vietnamese had closed the road, so 

they struggled across the countryside through flooded rice 

paddies with water up to their knees. Dee carried a little kettle 

and a small bundle of clothes on her head. Unable to keep up, 

she followed the others by listening for the splashing noises made 

as they waded through water. After 4 days she reached the still 

dangerous Thai border, and was reunited with the rest of her 

family. A UN truck then transported Dee’s family and other 

refugees into Thailand to the Khao-I-Dang Refugee Camp where there was food and 

medical help. The infant born to her sister survived for only 2 months.   

In the early 80s, Dee and her family emigrated to the United States from Thailand. She now 

lives in Tukwila, has four adult children and six grandchildren. She is a member of 

Cambodian Evangelical Church in Tacoma.  

The Trump administration’s proposed ceiling of 45,000 refugees in 2018 is the lowest cap set 

since the Refugee Act of 1980. 
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Mission and Outreach 

Our Faith, In Action: 

 

• Mission Trip to Tecate Mexico, April 7th -14th:  If you 

are interested, please see Genie or Mark Fairhart 

and plan to attend the informational meeting on 

Sunday, January 7th at 11:15 am in the Wesley 

Room.  Cost per person is about $1000.  We will be 

doing some carpentry work, as well as helping to tend to the babies. 

• Our entire Christmas Eve offering this year went 

directly to serve those in need. Thanks to your 

generosity tonight we collected $1500+ to support 

the Methodist church’s work with migrants and 

refugees, and to be able to help neighbors in need in 

our community.   

• Snacks for Stevenson are always in demand!  

Please remember to buy an extra package or two of 

snacks with no nuts.  They especially appreciate 

Goldfish, pretzels and fruit snacks.  All donations go in 

the barrel in the north coat closet. 

URGENT NEED: 

Rancho Milagro, the orphanage 

with which we are affiliated 

through mission trips, is currently 

without running water as their 

well pump is broken. Imagine 

having 30+ people with no 

water! It will cost  $1800 for parts, 

plus labor. If you’d like to 

contribute, please write Rancho 

Milagro well pump on your 

check or envelope.  THANKS! 

FROM THE ASHES (DOCUMENTARY) 
Sunday, Jan 28, 11:15 am in the Wesley Room 

From the Ashes explores the experiences of Americans in 

communities across the country as they wrestle with the legacy 

of the coal industry, and what its future should be. This film 

speaks to all sides of the politics of coal and examines the 

associated social , health, 

economic, and environmental 

issues. Discussion of how we are 

called to make a difference in 

this debate will follow. All 

perspectives and opinions 

welcome!   

This Pop-Up is hosted by Gary 

O’Neal and  Jack Borland. 
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Prayer at FUMCB 
 

Prayer is an important part of our mission at FUMCB. Prayers for those we know and love in 

our church family, as well as prayers for strangers around the world, are part of our work to 

transform the world.   

 

Clara and Bill Poole are the leaders of our Prayer Ministry (prayer chain) team. They send 

out a confidential email each week to everyone on the prayer chain to ask for prayers. If 

you would like to be on the prayer chain, please let them know or mark it off on the Making 

Connections sheet in the bulletin. 

 

We now have a Joys and Concerns bulletin board in the parlor for posting all the latest 

personal news! Share those things which lie heavy on your heart, or the joys which brighten 

your day! Check out the board each Sunday to find out what is going on with others! 

 

Please be aware that we will not post joys, concerns, and prayer requests in the bulletin or 

Clarion as these documents end up online (on our web page) and then all the information 

contained therein is searchable by others.   

 

If you have a concern for which you would like prayers: 

• Please fill out a prayer card from the pews or from the back of the sanctuary.  Turn it into 

the prayer box on the back table.  Envelopes are available for confidential concerns.  

OR  

• Email your prayer request to BellevueUnitedPrayer@gmail.com and it will be sent out 

over the prayer ministry email. OR 

• Call  the pastor at 425.200.5396, or, if it is an emergency, at 425.908.0435.  OR 

• Call the office and let Ann know. She will make sure the information is distributed to those 

who need it. 

Special thanks to all those who designed, created, set 

up, and packed up our whole advent and Christmas season!  

Thanks especially to Hilary Simard and Melissa O’Neal who 

orchestrated the whole thing, Linda Harold for the murals, 

Steve Pollard for the star, and Laurie Edwards for the 

entrance area refugee display. 

Next up, the season of Epiphany!  Kim Miller and Karen 

Robertson are the design team for this season! 
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Upcoming events you won’t want to miss! 

Pizza with the Pastor 

THIS Sunday, January 7th:  Have a slice of pizza and join 

us for an opportunity to learn more about each other, 

Pastor Phil and our church. 

 
 

All  Church Gathering 

Sunday, January 21st:  Grab a cup of coffee and join us in 

the sanctuary for information about Phil’s thoughts on our 

mission and vision. 


