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Hello Church! 
 

My grandparents owned a small farm outside of Boise, Idaho. 

Throughout my life, this was a place of stability and meaning. As a 

child, and even into my college years, I would spend weeks every 

spring and summer working on their farm. Picking green beans. Sorting 

tomatoes. Boxing apricots. It didn’t matter how old you were, everyone 

on the farm had a job to do. As an adolescent, I began to realize that 

this was relatively unusual. I would visit a friends house over the 

weekend and the kids would be inside watching television while the 

adults were outside trimming hedges and mowing the lawn. This is not 

how a farm works.  

On the farm, everyone had a role to play. Growing food and caring for 

land is a very difficult task. It takes great attention to detail and a lot of 

time and hard work. Most importantly, it is not a task you can do alone. 

To run a successful farm, by which I mean a farm that is healthy and 

fruitful, you need a group of people working together. It doesn't matter 

your skill level - everyone can play a part.  

In 2018, as many American farms are dying or going bankrupt, the ones 

that often survive - and even thrive, and more often than not the ones 

that have also figured out how to get the whole family and community 

involved. You see, what many farms have figured out is that when 

people are invested in the work of growing and caring for the land it 

changes things. When farms find ways for people of all skill levels to 

share in the work, it creates something much deeper than just a 

business or an operation. A relationship is formed between the people 

who share in the work, and the reason why the do it in the first place.  

I share all of this because I believe this is also true of the church, and 

our local church community. Church work - that is, mission and ministry, 

is hard. It’s often tedious, and slow. Churches that die are often 

churches that have become isolated in how they exist together. Simply 

put - churches reach a point where no one is involved anymore. In the 

dying church everyone does their own thing, has their trusted niche of 

people they associate with, and week in and week out, they show up, 

listen, eat, and leave.  

This would make a poor farm.  
 

Continued to next page... 
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Good Friday Services 
A service of prayer and reflection to prepare us for 

Easter. Two choices. Pick the one that works best for you. 

12 noon Bellevue First United Methodist 

7 pm  Aldersgate UMC 

Easter Sunday, Sunday, April 1, 10 am 
 

Celebrate Easter and the possibility of transformation.  

This year’s Easter offering will be split between our 

Neighbor’s  Fund (formerly the Pastor’s Discretionary 

Fund) and funds for Rancho Milagro mission projects. 

Please, give generously. 

Easter Sunrise Service, Sunday, April 1, 6:30 am 
Wilburton Hill Park, 12400 Main St, Bellevue 

(next to the Bellevue Botanical Gardens) 

Music with Abby, Eric and the Richardson’s, readings by 

youth, and an Easter Message. Dress for the weather 

and bring a chair. Coffee and donuts , too. 

BRUNCH 
Easter Brunch, Sunday, April 1st, 11 am 
Enjoy the fun as we join together with the Korean church 

to celebrate the risen Christ. Bring a side dish, if you are 

able, and the church will provide the main dish. ALL are 

welcome! 

Continued from Hello Church!... 
 

I’m curious - what might it look like for us as a church to create new opportunities for people to 

get involved? In the church, just as it is on the farm, we are more healthy and fruitful when more 

people are involved. Now, this doesn’t mean you need to have an immense knowledge of the 

Bible, or be willing to chair a committee. Getting involved in our church could be a simple as 

spending an hour or two a week watering flowers. Cleaning bathroom mirrors. Or even sitting in 

the church office and waving “hello” as people walk-by.  

So my question for you this - what role might you be able to play in the life of our farm? I mean 

church. How can you play a role - big or small - in helping us to be grow and be faithful to our 

mission. I want to challenge all of us to think of new ways we can begin to work together! 

Are you willing to lend a hand on the farm?  

May grace and peace be with us all!  

Pastor (Farmer) Phil Antilla 
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Easter Encouragement, by  Bret Myers 

Remember that resurrection is more than mere resuscitation! It is life transformed! 

It is faith in possibilities, when others are convinced of inevitability. 

It is the courage to love others, when they don’t love you in return… 

to show compassion, when others are heaping judgment… 

to live by peace, when others are being violent… 

to work for justice, when others are working for wealth… 

to respond with gentleness, when others are reacting with rage… 

and to trust that life, well-lived, even if short-lived, 

is preferable to longevity without virtue. 

Don’t remain caterpillars when you can become butterflies! 

Live beautifully! Birth goodness in all you think, say, and do! 

For you are called to life abundant! 

God’s blessings be with you. 

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 

Lay Leader, Marcia French 

 

Would you like to know who your FUMC neighbors are? Each of us will be assigned to a 

Neighborhood Congregational Care Group. Groups will be composed of around 8-12 

people living in the same general geographical area, and each will have a designated 

leader. Groups cover areas from Snoqualmie to Renton to North Kirkland to Bellevue and 

Seattle. Distance should not be an issue and church newcomers are welcome.  

Through Neighborhood Congregational Care Groups, we can become better acquainted 

with those who live closest us. Some groups may decide to occasionally get together for 

potlucks or other social events. Most importantly, by developing a network of connected 

church neighbors, we can better know how to care for each other. Is someone in your 

group ill, recovering from surgery, or do they need help with a ride? You might also find that 

a church neighbor has Hosta to divide—something you would love to plant, or an extra loaf 

of just baked banana bread. Wouldn’t that be nice! 

Our faith teaches us to look beyond borders and see all people as our neighbors. Let’s also 

include people living closest to us, and reach out to better know and care for those living 

right outside our doors.  

Watch for additional information this spring about The Neighborhood Congregational Care 

Groups.  Darlene Pollard will serve as “overall organizer and communicator.”   Thank You 

Darlene.  
_____________________________________________________________________ 

In my role as Lay Leader, I want to listen and help to be your voice regarding any church questions 

or concerns you have. I would also like to know of any ideas you have about fostering the ministries 

of our church. So please, don’t hesitate to contact me to express your ideas or concerns.  
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“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it.”   

Psalm 24:1 
 

The traditions of our faith tell us that the earth, and all its creatures and resources, belong to 

God. As such, we have a responsibility to take care of what God has entrusted to us. Here in 

the Pacific Northwest, we are especially blessed to be able to enjoy mountains, lakes, rivers 

and the Pacific Ocean. And yet, we know that each of these is stressed by human 

exploitation, resulting in pollution, threatened wildlife species, extreme wildfires, and climate 

change. 

To better honor God’s good gift of Creation, April is designated as Earth Month. Throughout 

the month, in the lobby lending library, we will be displaying books on environmental 

spirituality, which will be available for you to borrow.  

At the end of the month, on April 29, you will have the opportunity to help plant an organic 

garden to provide vegetables for the food bank and flowers for the church. During the 

preceding week, helpers are needed to install a drip water system for the garden.  

(Contact Laurie Edwards for more information.) 

Also on the horizon, our green team will be in contact with Earth Ministry about re-activating 

our membership as a greening congregation. This will allow us to have an informational 

speaker and other resources relating to environmental education and advocacy. We have 

also been in contact with other Earth Ministry congregations in the area, specifically 

Aldersgate UMC and First Congregational Church of Bellevue. 

And later this spring, we are planning a pop-up class on eating sustainably. Stay tuned for 

more information! 

Buy a Paver, Save an Animal! 
 

Our youth group has created beautiful pavers for your garden 

or ours. They will be selling the pavers after church on Sunday, 

April 29th for $25 each.   

 

All money raised will go to support the Seattle Humane 

Society’s Life-Saver Rescue Program which saves pets from 

other shelters that lack space or resources to care for them. By 

giving these pets a second chance, the Humane Society 

opens up space for other shelters to take in additional animals 

– doubling the life-saving 

capacity of our program. 

Last year the Life-Saver 

Rescue Program saved the 

lives of 4,677 pets at other 

shelters by transferring them 

to Seattle Humane. 
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Sun., April 29th 

11:30 am-1 pm 
 

Pizza for all  

volunteers! 

See you in the garden! 

Get dirty. Help others. Enjoy fresh air 

and sunshine. Feed the hungry. Get 

some exercise. Love your neighbor.  

ALL good reasons to sign up to be 

one of our harvester/weeders for this 

summer.   

 

It’s easy: 

1. Pick a week you can help out. 

2. Come over twice and weed our 

nice raised beds, harvesting 

whatever is ready. 

3. Deliver the food to a local food 

bank. 

 

We’ll provide all the tools and 

information you’ll need to do a good 

job.  No excuse now!  Sign up on 

Making Connections or let Laurie 

Edwards know you’d like to help! 

WANTED:   

People who want to play in 

the dirt while helping others! 

Garden Report 

Last year our vegetable garden, in its first 

year, provided over 60 pounds of 

vegetables and flowers for 6 Sundays, with 

the help of at least 28 different volunteers. 

 

The garden has gone from berms to raised 

beds, from native soil to rich and improved 

soil, from non existent to a beautiful part of 

our landscape.  This year we hope to go 

from hand watering three times a week to a 

completely automated drip watering system, 

and involve even more volunteers. 

 

Thanks for your support! 
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We are blessed with FOUR wonderful 

Methodist camps in the Northwest, from 

Twinlow in Idaho to Ocean Park, on the 

Long Beach peninsula, with Lazy F 

(Ellensburg) and Indianola (Kitsap 

Peninsula) in between. There are camps 

for ALL ages, including one for families 

and one for grandparents and their 

grandkids.     

A camp experience can be one of the 

most powerful and formative times in 

one’s life. Discovering leadership 

potential, experiencing an intentional 

Christian community, discovering the 

outdoors, building self-esteem, and 

strengthening personal faith is all central 

to what the camp experience is all about. 

Plus, it’s just plain FUN!  

Registration is now open for all this 

summer’s  camps at  

http://pnwcamps.org/  

 

We will be celebrating Camp Sunday on 

Sunday, April 15th and taking a special 

offering to support our Campership 

Program. Every year our church sends 4–5 

children who wouldn’t have a chance to 

go to camp without our help. 

We will be celebrating Camp Sunday on Sunday, April 15th and taking a special 

offering to support our Campership Program. Every year our church sends 4–5 

children who wouldn’t have a chance to go to camp without our help.   

Please give generously. 

FAMILY CAMPING TRIP 2018 
Friday, June 22 - Sunday, June 24 

Jarrell Cove State Park  
 

Come join the fun on the water in south Puget Sound!  

Plenty of room for tents, limited non-reservable RV 

space remaining, and lodging in nearby towns for 

those who prefer a little less adventure. Fishing, 

crabbing, clamming, swimming, hiking, biking and 

boating are all possible, or just hang out in camp and 

enjoy the company. 

Pancake breakfast Saturday morning, potluck dinner 

Saturday night followed by a worship service. Some of us will be leaving early Sunday to 

participate in the Seattle PRIDE parade. See Laurie Edwards for more information or if you 

are interested in participating. $20/family reserves a spot! 
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United Methodist Women’s Circle 

June 13th, Wednesday at 10:30 am  

in the Parlor 
 

UMW Circle Executive Board will be meeting 

again on May 1st, Tuesday in the Wesley 

Room. On June 13th, UMW Circle will talk 

about the summer memories and share a 

salad potluck. All members will receive a call 

regarding the upcoming meeting.  

If you are interested in attending and not yet 

in the call list, please contact Mitzi Karg at 

425-883-8146.  

Mission Trip Blog 
 

Want to stay  in touch with all the people 

working at Rancho Milagro, April 7—14?  

Check out our blog: daily updates,  

photos of the action, and our reactions to 

it all. 

Check it out at 
www.missionranchomilagro2.weebly.com   

You can even leave comments, prayers, 

and happenings of your own in response!  

Hasta luego! 

 

To New Beginnings! 
 

Ann Cunnington, our talented Office Manager, is leaving us to pursue 

a dream job with another company, effective Thursday, April 12th.  We 

will miss her smile, calm manner and amazing capabilities! THANK YOU, 
ANN! 

The silver lining of this  situation is that it offers us a chance  to try some 

new ideas! We’ll be refining what we really need from the person at 

that desk, simplifying, reassigning, and, for awhile, counting on volunteers to help us out in 

the office.    

Are you  interested in being  a part of what’s happening  around here? Volunteer! Be a 

welcoming presence in our lives, answer phones and help out in simple ways. We need 

several people willing to spend 3 hours once or twice a month in the office. Questions? Ask 

Laurie Edwards or Pastor Phil. Mark your interest on Making Connections or call the office 

and let us know! We’d love to spend more time with YOU! 

 

Love money?  
 

The finance team has a job for you!  

We need a few  more volunteers to help 

count the offering each week on Tuesday 

or Wednesday mornings. Let us know if you 

are interested on 

Making Connections.  

Questions? Talk to 

Lynne Simpson. 
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Easter Scavenger Hunt:  Mission Possible 

Sunday, April 1, promptly at 11:45 am  

in the South entrance area 
 

Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to complete the 

scavenger hunt for eggs, inside and outside the church. In the process 

you’ll find out more about our church’s mission work, see some rooms 

you’ve never seen before, and have a ton of fun. You can form a team, 

accept the challenge by yourself, or (if you are younger than 3rd grade) 

you can have parental help. Prizes for everyone!   

After all, ALL things are possible with God. (Matthew 19:26) 


