
Lord’s Prayer - Theological Survey 

It seems that almost everyone knows the “Traditional” Lord’s Prayer - but have you ever 
considered the theology behind it? While many of it’s sayings are timeless and 
important, other parts may reflect an ancient or out-of-date worldview or theology. Here 
are few different theological statements that may help provide you with further reflection 
on this famous prayer. What you read below are not intended to be definitive claims, as 
much as they are ideas to consider.  

Our Father 

It is important to uphold traditional masculine views of God (ex. He, Father, King 

Who art in Heaven 

Heaven is a literal and physical location where God lives/dwells/exists  

Hallowed be thy name 

There is only one God, as revealed through the Christian teachings of the Old and New 
Testament. The gods of other religions do not exist, and are not contained within the 
Christian God of the Bible.  

I pray that one day all people, nations, and religions will proclaim the name of the God 
of Christianity.  

Thy Kingdom come 

I believe in the coming Kingdom of God - that God will establish an earthly reign, and all 
people will confess the name of the one true Lord.  

It is important to prepare the way for God’s coming Kingdom. 

How do you understand the idea of the Kingdom of God? 

Thy will be done 

God has a predetermined plan for my life, and already knows what will happen and 
when.  

God has a desired way for creation to exist together.  

God has a specific desire for my life. 

When making decisions, it is important to ask God what should be done. 



When making decisions, it is important to discern what God desires for the situation.  

The Christian Bible accurately teaches the will of God.  

On earth as it is in heaven 

There is currently another reality/life occurring in Heaven, where everything is as God 
desires.  

Give us this day our daily bread 

I believe that God provides for my daily needs 

I believe that God will provide for the daily needs of people other than myself. 

I believe that God will provide for the daily needs of my enemies and those with-whom I 
disagree. 

And forgive us our trespasses  

I have sinned and it is important to pray for forgiveness  

As we forgive those who trespass against us 

The ability to forgive others is an important part of my faith  

Learning to love and accept my enemies is an important part of my faith  

Because of my faith, it is important to forgive those who have wronged me  

Because of my faith, it is important that I forgive the actions of politicians with-whom I 
disagree 

Because of my faith, it is important that I forgive government employees for carrying out 
actions that I disagree with 

Because of my faith, it is important that I forgive the actions of other religious groups, or 
those who hold different social views than my own. 

God will only forgive me if I forgive others 



And lead us not into temptation 

God tempts some people into evil actions or situations  

Resisting temptation is an important part of God’s will for my life 

It is important to pray for God to protect us from our temptations  

But deliver us from evil  

Genuine evil exists in the world  

I believe in the literal existence of a Satan figure (i.e. Satan, the Devil, Lucifer, etc)  

It is important to pray for God to rescue people from evil  

God has the power to save people from evil actions, thoughts, and/or beliefs  

Because of my faith, I believe that it is important to resist all forms of evil  

Because of my faith, I believe that it is important to renounce the spiritual forces of 
wickedness and reject the evil powers of this world. 

Because of my faith, I believe it is important to resist evil, injustice, and oppression in 
whatever forms they present themselves. 


