
We hope you enjoy this edition 
of The Pulse!

For questions or to submit 
information for future editions, 

contact Suzanne Cornett at 
(205) 752-3531 or 

scornett@fpctusc.org.

March/April 2020

Lenten Giving Opportunity
March 30, 2020 from 7AM-6PM at FPC

Join us as Tuscaloosa County Missions partners with Temporary Emergency Services in honor of 
our 200th anniversary for a one-day collection drive to benefit those in need. “One Day of 
Giving” accepts anything useful, serviceable, and clean that you no longer need but others 
could use... items such as 

With your help, we hope to fill an entire donation truck in “One Day of Giving!” 

All you have to do is collect your items now. On March 30th, load those items in your car and 
drive them to the semi-circular Rose Garden entrance at FPC. Let the volunteers unload the 
items from your vehicle, and then pick up a signed, dated Temporary Emergency Services 
receipt to take with you. 

Nothing to donate? Join us in prayer for wisdom in dealing with weather and traffic Monday, 
March 30th. Pray for the staff and volunteers who serve others in TES’ social services or TES’ 
thrift store. Pray with us for the best use of our time, talent and treasures to assist those who 
are in need. 

Please consider donating an hour or two of your 
time. We need volunteers to accept donations, 
hand out receipts, build and tape 
together cardboard boxes, use 
carts to move donations to the 
truck, and more.

To volunteer or learn more 
about One Day of Giving, visit 
fpctusc.org/onedayofgiving!

One Day of Giving

• clothing & shoes
• pots & pans
• household goods
• vacuum cleaners
• televisions
• lawn equipment

• holiday decorations
• brooms/mops
• books
• office supplies
• baskets
• collectibles

• containers
• games
• small working appliances
• toys
• vases
• small furniture

http://fpctusc.org/onedayofgiving


SAVE THE DATES

Letter from our Newest Pastor
Since I started in October I have been amazed at this congregation’s capacity and 
ability to love deeply. First Pres truly embodies what it means to live out Christian 
hospitality. Y’all provide the foundation on which countless number of ministries and 
missions are built. One of these ministries, and one I am rather familiar with, is Bama 
UKirk. While the road hasn’t always been smooth, the college students make my job 
worth it. From the mountains of North Carolina to our worship space at UPerk, my 
sense of call has been affirmed time and time again. This semester we’re focused on 
mission discerning ways we can best serve our community. Whether that service is 
contributing to the monthly Temporary Emergency Services collection at FPC, 
volunteering at Grace Presbyterian’s food bank, Loaves and Fishes, or taking a Sunday 
afternoon to pack meals for Rise Against Hunger, I have clearly seen their willingness to serve God and 
God’s people. I am eternally grateful for their dedication. The future of Bama UKirk is bright as we 
continue seeking ways to grow our footprint on campus. From intramural 
sports to spontaneous fellowship events, we are intent on fostering and 
nurturing relationships with one another. Leaning on God’s grace and 
goodness coupled with the undeniable drive of the students and their 
passion for UKirk, the future is bright! I am honored to journey with them. 

Roll God & Roll Tide, 
Andy

Bicentennial Sunday
FPC’s 200th Anniversary Celebration

Sunday, May 3rd, 2020
9:45 a.m. -1:30 p.m.

Mark the date on your calendar and watch for exciting details!

Vacation Bible School

Monday-Thursday, 
June 1-4

Mark the date on your calendar now
and watch for registration info soon!



Lent at FPC
by Rev. Rachel Winter

Hi everyone! As our Lenten time together as a community is about to begin, we are all given this 
season to wander, to confess, to discern, and to reflect with Christ as we follow him to the cross. 
The church is providing several different ways for you to find some devotional time during this Lenten 
season, whether you are someone who wants something each day or weekly, whether you are 
someone who wants a book or something online, whether you are a child, teenager, young or older 
adult. 
 
As you come into Warner Hall, printed devotional books will be available for children (My Lenten 
Journey) or families with older children (Treasures in Jars of Clay) for activities to do together. There 
will also be some printed weekly devotionals from The Presbyterian Outlook. These are written by The 
Outlook’s editor, Rev. Jill Duffield. These same devotionals will be sent out in the weekly email blast 
from the church. Also, if you are looking for an app to download on your phone, I would 
recommend a daily devotional app called d365. This is an app compiled by 3 denominations, the 
PC(USA), the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, and the Episcopal Church. It is primarily designed for 
teenagers, but I have used it many times in my own life and love it. 
 
While many of us talk about giving something up for Lent, perhaps it’s time for us to take something 
on if we’re not doing so already--devoting ourselves to study, to prayer, to sitting with Christ, 
accompanying him, and recognizing our complicity in this journey. Devotional time is an amazing 
space in which to do this. 

Special Dates During Lent at FPC
• Palm Sunday - April 5th Services at 8:45 a.m. in the Chapel & 10:55 a.m. in the Sanctuary
• Easter Egg Hunt - April 5th at 3-5 p.m. at Buddy Powell Pavilion
• Maundy Thursday - April 9th Service at 6:30 p.m.
• Good Friday - April 10th Service at 12 p.m.
• Easter Sunday - April 12th Sunrise Service at 6 a.m. at Capitol Park along with Services 

at 9 a.m. & 10:55 a.m. in the Sanctuary



3/1
Henry Pruett

3/2
Cade Gibson
John Mize
Marilyn Zemnes-Fowler

3/3
Sylvia Hellums
Bill Wright

3/4
Sassy Gattozzi
Graham Patton
Tracy Singleton
Beth Smith
Robert Smith

3/5
Natalie Blankenship

3/6
Ann Ellis Price

3/7
Drew Taylor

3/8
Karl Harbin
Thomas Herwig
Scott Johnson
Harper Upton

3/9
Beth Donaldson
Butch Henry III
Ann Hollingsworth
Byron Latham
Jacob Segers

3/10
Phillip Lackey
Tammy Tolleson

3/11
Mary Elizabeth Burns
Kate Kilgore
Mitchell Loper

3/12
Emily Bliss
Carol Clanton
Owen Gattozzi
3/13
Mary Burns
Dottie Kline
Paige Price

3/14
Brant Lehman
Allison McCants
Natalie Patton
Samantha Patton
Drew Pilkington
Sharon Vincent

3/15
Durham Davis

3/16
Julie Harris
Graden Latham

3/17
Braden Fowler

3/19
Beth Lipsey
Julie Robinson
Janice Rosenfeld
Madison Taylor

3/20
Rob Donaldson

3/21
John Ball
Tiffanie Bittle

3/22
Harvey Kline
Danyle Maughan

3/23
Mary Katherine Lee
Cynthia Ruiz-Fornells
Todd Vick

3/24
Carl Stephenson

3/25
Tamara Edwards
Marian Hagood
Tripp Powell
Mimi Robertson
Trey Washburne
Ann Yocum

3/26
Bill Plott Jr.
Claire Smith

3/27
Amy Anderson
Lauren Curtner-Smith
Phyllis Todd

3/28
Julie Hayslip

3/30
Sue Jamison
Thomas Plott
Killian Tate

4/1
Frances Lehman

4/2
Tate Espey
Marianne Lollar
Ann Patton
John Summerford
Donna Wright



4/3
Josh Bittle
Sally Henry
Baker Hinton
Britt Turner V

4/4
Don Bailey
Hinton Howell
Amy Latham
Bill Morrow
Mary Allison Ozment
Elizabeth Pruett

4/5
Sandy Durham
Morrow Thomley

4/6
Emily Fitzhugh
Bob Montgomery
Meredith Vaughn

4/7
David Bormann
Cindy Henderson

4/8
Mary K. Agnew
Lynn Henry
Kate Wilson

4/9
Lillian Claire Hickman
Tony Hubbard

4/10
John Brandon
Xander Nowell

4/11
Blake Beavers
Grace Fitts
William Shelby
Lucy Thompson

4/12
Karl Peter Keller

4/13
Jeff Binford
Cameron Claire Rhodes

4/14
Eliza Biehn
Christie Haffner
Kevin Herring
Alex Snider

4/15
Katie Counts
Mary Jackson Darnall
Steele Darnall
Martha Griffith
Lyn Head

4/16
Sara Farris

4/18
Lila Agee
Alden Phillips
Reggie Robinson

4/19
Parker Grissom

4/20
Amelia Hamiter
Jordan Plaster
Griffin Sheffield

4/21
Robert Amason
Mary Beth Dennis
Anna Grace Smith
Liz Waldrop

4/22
Ree Almon
Emmie Barnett
Bob Gambrell
Nancy McCain

4/23
Anderson Gattozzi
Charlotte Gattozzi
Alan Taylor

4/24
Belinda Maxwell
Camille Murray

4/25
Allison Chapman
Alison Devine
Marnie Elmore
Amy Todd Perkins
Mary Ella Woolf

4/26
Susie Engelke
Betty Jackson
Maureen Tate

4/28
Jim LaMoreaux
Kim Patton

4/29
Bill David Plott
Leigh Ann Summerford

4/30
Linda Morrow
Lena Summerville

Wednesday Night Activities This Month
Dinner begins at 5:15 p.m. and Transform programming begins at 6:15 p.m.

March 4 - Bingo Night in the Dining Room

March 11 - LOGOS Graduation & Closing Service 
   in the Chapel at 6:15 p.m.

Be sure you make your reservations for dinner by Monday at noon 
each week (or you can make them for several weeks at a time).

Visit fpctusc.org/transform to register for dinner 
and for more details and updates!

http://fpctusc.org/transform


by Rev. Lou Ann Sellers

What an exciting time in the life of the church – with a focus on Global Mission on Sunday, February 
23rd! If I had two words to describe how God is inviting us into God’s work in this world – and in this 
congregation – I would choose “better together.” We are better together when we respond to God’s 
call with our mission partners.  

We are better together organizing with our partner Streethearts 
an incredible week of classes and adventure activities for the 
boys (who have left the streets of Cap Haitien) and a marriage 
workshop with the staff.  

We are better together when invited by our partner Habitat 
Tuscaloosa to work with our sister Presbyterian churches, First 
Pres Deutsch and Stillman College to fund and complete a 

Presbyterian 200th anniversary home for Mrs. Dunn and her family in Northport. The Presbyterian 
Women provided kitchen and house supplies, while Tuscaloosa County mission stocked the kitchen 
with food in partnership with West Alabama Food Bank. Thanks for the commitment of many of you 
who volunteered time to build alongside the new owners. House keys were turned over to the Dunn’s 
Saturday, Feb. 22! Read (and see) more about this build in the following pages.

And we are better together with our partner Sowing Seeds of Hope in Perry County – a non-profit 
committed to help the people of Perry County – who has been inviting us into partnership activities 
and advocacy opportunities since 2010! It has included everything from teaching life skills, finance 
101, literacy, and bible school to packing Thanksgiving bags, assisting with community projects and 
advocating for better health care.

On Global Mission Sunday, 
February 23rd, we welcomed 
Frances Ford, Sowing Seeds of 
Hope Executive Director, as our 
mission preacher. Mrs. Ford is no 
stranger to our church having 
presented issues and opportunities 
at First Pres before. Did you know 
she is also called “Miss Fix It” and 
“Angel of Perry County” because of 
her commitment to that 
community? A graduate of Judson 
College and the Samford School of 
Nursing, Ford received Samford’s 
Living Legacy Award in 2017 and was inducted into the Alabama Healthcare Hall of Fame for her 
impact on patient care in underserved areas. In 2000, she began work as the health care coordinator 

for Perry County. And since 2005, she added the role of executive director for 
Sowing Seeds of Hope. With the question:  “Are You Taking Advantage of your 
Opportunities to be the Presence of Christ?,” Ford teased out Jesus’ intent for our 
lives expressed in Matthew 25:40 - “just as you did it to one of the least of these…
you did it to me.” She challenged us to “fill the dash” between our birth and death 
dates by being the presence of Christ to others.

Sowing Seeds’ Susan Jones, Director of Communication Services and Special 
Projects, spoke at the Shrove Pancake Brunch. Also a graduate of Judson College, 

Better Together



by Ellen Potts

The 200th Anniversary Habitat House was dedicated Saturday, February 22nd in Northport. The house 
was built for the Dunn Family (mother Quinetta, 16-year-old son Tre, 15-year-old daughter Miracle, 
and 6-year-old son Ayden who has autism). Through a generous donation from the Pat Faucett 
Foundation, First Presbyterian, and Grace Presbyterian Church, Habitat Tuscaloosa was able to build 
its first autism-friendly house. Normally, the two boys would share a room, but because Ayden needs 
his own space, Habitat Tuscaloosa added an extra bedroom to the house to make it four bedrooms. 
Special locks positioned out of Ayden’s reach were added to the exterior doors and to the windows. 
Insulation always is included in the exterior walls and attic, but also was included in the interior walls 
of Ayden’s room to make it quieter. The closet was arranged like the one in his current bedroom. The 
curtain rod in his bedroom is heavy duty, so he can’t pull it down. The lights throughout the house 
have dimmer switches to make the environment more calming. Finally, Valley View Baptist Church 
added a privacy fence to the back yard to lessen the chance that Ayden will wander away.  

The “autism friendly” features were determined in cooperation with Arts ’n’ Autism, another 
Presbyterian-born non-profit. Ayden attends the Arts ’n’ Autism after school program.

High Socks for Hope Foundation furnished the house completely. High Socks was founded by a child of 
FPC, Philadelphia Phillies pitcher David Robertson. First Presbyterian Church donated nearly 200 lbs. 

of food (fresh, frozen, and dry/canned goods), and the 
Presbyterian Women stocked the kitchen and laundry room 
with supplies.  

The Dunn Family is so grateful to our congregation!

Habitat House Build

Jones has a Masters in Health Administration and a Masters in Theology from the Baptist Seminary 
in Prague, Czech Republic. While a Judson student intern at Sowing Seeds, she began to understand 
the seeds of poverty which stem from the lack of health care, education and economic possibilities. 
Whether in Perry County – or in other places throughout the world – Susan leans on the prophet’s 
message to the exiles in Jeremiah 29:11, “I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” It is through her work with Sowing Seeds of 
Hope that she finds her passion meets God’s need.  

Many thanks to those who have pledged toward mission fund raising. We have reached $11,855 of our 
$25,000 goal. Please consider your pledge and let Jackie Joiner in the church office know the amount 
this month! Yes, we are better together in responding to God’s mission for this world!               



by Judith Sawyer

When the announcement was made that Presbyterian Churches and Stillman College would come 
together to build a Habitat for Humanity home for the Dunn family, members of Tuscaloosa County 

Missions (TCM) and Presbyterian Women’s 
Coordinating Team (PWCT) began to discern how to 
assist the Dunn family with basic home essentials.

TCM set aside budgeted funding and planned to 
send a ‘Shop and Stock team’ to fill the home’s 
pantry, refrigerator, and freezer with food once the 
home was completed. PWCT voted to donate $2 for 
every member of Presbyterian Women and asked 
Ellen Potts, Executive Director of Habitat for 
Humanity, to consult with Ms. Dunn to supply a wish 
list of needs. An additional $100 donation from a PW 
member made filling the wish list a reality.

PWCT members Kathy Allen and Judith Sawyer 
visited nearby retailers to fulfill the wish list. A $100 
gift card was also purchased to assist Ms. Dunn in 
buying other essentials like window blinds, which 
require special measurements. Sandy Stilson, 
Martha Horton, and Leigh Ellyn Byars visited the 
West Alabama Food Bank to shop for items to fill 
the Dunn’s pantry. As always, the team constructed
a welcome gift basket. Martha Horton provided 
a beautiful house plant for this 200th Anniversary 
home, too. The team set the new house up with a 
front door mat, pots and pans, dish drain and mat, 
step stool, long handled tools and two laundry 
baskets full of paper and cleaning supplies. 

On dedication day, another of our local mission 
partners, Literacy Council of West Alabama, provided 
a bag full of books for the new home with promises
of more upon request. Everyone in attendance was 
invited to sign a new bible presented by Habitat for 
Humanity to convey our hopes and wishes for this 
wonderful family and new home. 

Working Together

Finance Update
from the Finance Committee

The Finance Committee reports that the church ended the year 2019 with a flurry of 
giving resulting in a surplus. In part, this was due to not being fully staffed, and staff and 
committees controlled their budgets well for the year. We also presented a balanced 
operating budget to session at the January 2020 meeting that was approved. We encourage 
the congregation to continue its faithfulness in giving throughout the year.



On January 26th, Leska Taylor, chair of the Worship Committee, presented 
First Presbyterian Church Organist Jeff Binford with an honor. She made the 
presentation at the Sacred Arts Organ Concert featuring Richard Elliot. She 
announced that from this time forward the series will be called the Binford 
Organ Recital Series. Leska explained that Jeff earned this honor due to the 
integral part that he contributed to finding the beautiful Létourneau Pipe 
Organ and designing its space in our Sanctuary. He also recruited incredible 
musicians to perform concerts here over the last few years ... not to mention 
the waiting list of talented musicians eager to perform here. 

Jeff Binford Honored

by Marjorie Johnston

In the fall of 2018, the electronic organ in our chapel breathed its last… Technology has progressed so 
much since it was first made, that it cannot be repaired. Jeff Binford adapted beautifully at the piano, 
but everyone kept asking, “When are we going to get another organ for the chapel?”

Good news! After more than a year of research and site visits, our search committee found a 
wonderful digital organ company that offers a high quality instrument that costs LESS than our lowest 
quotes. Phoenix Organs provided sound samples right in the worship space that are exactly what we 
need, with a price tag of $58,791.

More good news - an anonymous donor 
stepped up with $25,000, and other 
generous members of the congregation 
have added to that. We now have 
$30,256.21 in the Chapel Organ Fund.

The contract we negotiated expires on 
March 30th, so we’re hoping to collect 
donations of all sizes to help us cover this 
expense. Please consider contributing to 
the beautiful organ for our chapel that will provide offerings of musical praise each Sunday and at the 
weddings and funerals in our congregation’s future. 

Music to our Ears

Welcome Committee
The Welcome Committee met on February 4th and is pleased to announce that new welcom-
ing signs soon will be placed in areas around the church to direct visitors and new members 
to important places (Nursery, Sunday School rooms, Sanctuary, etc.).  Our committee is very 
excited about this development, as these new signs also will be a reminder to church mem-
bers to welcome EVERYONE who comes through our doors and to encourage them to be-
come an active part of our church. We are a welcoming body of Christ, and we want EVERY-
ONE to be inspired to join us!

In addition, plans are forthcoming for a new members’ luncheon in the spring.  Stay tuned 
for details!



Youth Ministry Update
by Ellie McDermott

The youth worked hard planning and leading the Youth Sunday 
service on February 2nd. They did an amazing job expressing 
the message of “Fight the Good Fight.” 

The youth has had some meaningful fellowship time with each other and the M&Ms at our 
fellowship events including the Super Bowl party and hosting the Valentine party. 

February 21-23 the youth headed to Living 
River for the Spring Presbytery retreat. Rev. 
Rachel and Rev. Andy key noted this retreat. 
The youth had the opportunity to participate 
in energizers, recreation, worship, music, and 
fellowship at this awesome retreat. 

The rest of the semester is packed full of 
Sunday night fellowship time, small groups, 
and other fun events to look forward to, as 
well!



Member Spotlight
      by Crosby Thomley 

Alice Johnson Stuart Davis, better known as “Dee” to 
members of First Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa as 
well as the Tuscaloosa Community, is easy to spot around 
the church. In spite of her 93-years-young reality, she is 
everywhere at church activities.

Dee became a member at FPC in 1952. She spent her 
childhood in Bartow, Florida, with her three sisters. She 
developed into such a wonderful woman through her 
experiences growing up on a farm, being a member of an 
independent Presbyterian church, and gaining an education at schools around the 
Southeastern United States. She met her future husband and dentist Jack Davis who brought 
her personality and warmth to the city of Tuscaloosa.

The long-time church member has been, and is still, active in many church groups.  She is a 
member of the Fellowship Class, has been President of the Women of the Church (twice), 
has been a Deacon and an Elder, helped lead officer search committees, and taught Bible 
School over her years at FPC.  The mother of four and grandmother of seven also has eight 
great-grandchildren at this point.

One of the many things about FPC that keeps her coming back 
is her Sunday School class and the people in it that “make her 
smile.”  Dee says, “you don’t just talk about religion. You talk 
about family and the things you want for your church and town. 
It’s a great support system, and nothing is off-limits. No matter 
what it is, if you have a problem, you can always bring it to your 
friends to talk about.” 

Her 93rd birthday recently found her in the middle of the Rise 
Against Hunger mission event, serving in fellowship with other 
FPC members to prepare packaged meals for survivors around the 
world who are hungry due to disaster. 

Who has time to grow old when you still find ways to do the work 
of Christ? Dee Davis is a perfect example of that calling.

Donate to the PW Pantry in March & April
During our 200th birthday, our goal is to collect 200 donated items per month!

Temporary Emergency Services urgently needs donations of 
body wash, bars of soap, and washcloths during March, and 

we will collect shampoo, conditioner, and deodorant in 
April. This is our ongoing mission project to help those 

in need while serving God’s grace. Place your donations 
on the cart in Warner Hall.



by Judith Sawyer

Tuscaloosa County Missions is proud to sponsor a 
Cans for Change coin drive for Compassion 
Coalition of West Alabama, Inc., until Tuesday, 
March 31st. Please take a can from the table in 
Warner Hall and fill it with loose change (or the 
savings from avoiding a restaurant and packing 
your lunch). This small can of change makes a 
huge difference to those in need in our 
community.

Who is Compassion Coalition?
After Hurricane Katrina, members of our church and others in our faith-based community came 
together to form Compassion Coalition of West Alabama, Inc., so the faith-based bodies of worship 
could respond to disasters in a planned, organized, and effective manner.  

In addition to major disaster responses and recoveries, Compassion Coalition serves those who need 
shelter in extreme weather conditions. As the weather turned bitterly cold, wet and dangerous this 
winter, Compassion Coalition was mobilized to open a warming center. At the warming center, those 
without shelter were offered a safe place to rest and/or sleep and to find clean bathroom facilities and 
nourishment. Simple first aid was administered, and referrals to sister community agencies (hot meals 
at Community Soup Bowl; shower and clothing at Temporary Emergency Sources, etc.) were made. 

Compassion Coalition responds each time it is mobilized (in every season) to protect those in our 
community who are the most vulnerable.  

Please take a can, fill it with your coins, and help us make a huge difference to those in need of food, 
clothing, and shelter.  

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
of mine, you did for me.’ ” Matthew 25:40 (NIV) 

Make a difference with Your Cans for Change

Stewardship Update
from the Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship is so thankful that we have such a giving and generous 
church.  Thanks for all gifts made for 2019. Please continue to give 
as we move forward in faith in 2020. We are also planning a 
time and talent stewardship campaign, since pledging is not 
just about money. God has given us so many gifts and calls 
us to share them. Be on the lookout for this new opportunity 
to serve. Thanks again for your continued support of First 
Presbyterian and all the wonderful things our church does 
here and throughout our local community and world! 


