
We hope you enjoy this edition 
of The Pulse!
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contact Suzanne Cornett at 
(205) 752-3531 or 
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Sacred Art Series
PRESENTS

ORGANIST

Richard 
Elliott

Our Sacred Arts Series is proud to present 
concert organist, Richard Elliott, in recital 
on Sunday, January 26, 2020, at 3:00 PM 
in the FPC Sanctuary. Dr. Elliott is the 
Principal Organist at the Tabernacle on 
Temple Square in Salt Lake City, Utah. 

As accompanist for the Tabernacle Choir, formerly known as the Mormon Tabernacle Choir, 
he has traveled to five continents, performing in many of the world’s great music halls. He is 
featured on dozens of CDs, recordings, and videos, and is also a respected composer and 
arranger of choral and organ music.  
 
His Tuscaloosa program will feature works by J.S. Bach 
and Louis Vierne, as well as settings of well-known 
hymns including “For All the Saints,” “O Sacred Head, 
Now Wounded,” and Dr. Elliott’s own arrangement of 
“Shall We Gather at the River.”  
 
We will have a large screen at the front of the 
Sanctuary so that all can see his hand and pedal work 
close up. He will perform on FPC’s Létourneau Pipe 
Organ. Please invite a friend and DON’T MISS THIS!



Get Creative!
The Early Childhood Committee invites you to 

Make Angels from Hymns with
folk artist Scott McQueen
Sunday, January 26th from 3-5 p.m.

All ages are invited!              Cost: $35
RSVP to Kimberly Gibson at kimberlygibson3@yahoo.com.

mailto:kimberlygibson3%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.fpctusc.org/ministries/children/kids-night-out/


Letter from our Pastor
 Happy New Year! Boy, am I glad to turn the page to 2020!  2019 was filled with many stresses 
for us at FPC. As challenges arose, we were often filled with fear, wondering how we would get 
through them. I imagine there were times in each of us when anxiety brought out the worst in us 
and other times it brought out the best.  And yet here we sit in the light of 2020 realizing that God 
has brought us through yet again. Things are not perfect. There is still hard work up ahead to be the 
church God is calling us to be. But God will be with us again as we sincerely seek to do that work.  And 
that gives me hope.  

 I might also say that I am given hope that once vacant staff positions are filled, our finances are 
stable, new initiatives are being launched, sacred traditions are being carried on and members of our 
church continue to be open to the stirrings of the Holy Spirit.  For all that and more, I say, “Thanks be 
to God!”

 As we turn the calendar page to our 200th year, I am painfully aware that a Church’s history 
plays out in a greater context of community, national and world history. There are times in which the 
greater context could threaten to overshadow the progress and growing hope we are experiencing. 
While we might be tempted to hunker down in the safety of our church life, the more faithful 
response, I believe, is to go out and let the light of Christ shine through our lives.   

  In December of 1939 the world sat in darkness as World War II had just begun. Whether a 
combatant country at that point or not, the whole world sat nervous and on edge, fearful of what the 
future might bring.  To a nervous, fearful audience King George VI of England shared these words on 
his annual Christmas Day 
Radio Broadcast:  

And I said to the man who stood at the gate of the year,
‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the unknown.’
And he replied, 
‘Go into the darkness and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light and safer than a known way.’
(Minnie Louise Haskins)

 Friends, as we tread into the unknown of this new year, filled with possibilities, opportunities 
and even challenges, may we do so holding tightly with one hand to the hand of God and with the 
other, to the hand of a neighbor, stranger or friend.  

Keep me in your prayers, as you remain in mine.

In HOPE,
Michael 

FPC’s 200th Anniversary Celebration

Sunday, May 3rd, 2020
Mark the date on your calendar and watch 

for exciting details!

Save the Date



1/1
Barbara Winstead

1/2
Grace Evans
Elizabeth Hahn
Dana Sadler

1/3
Feeney Marie Fowler
Jessie Kate Joiner
Jo Musselwhite

1/4
Davis Bowers
Mary Margaret Wilson

1/5
Renee Agee
John Very Fitzhugh
Graves Pearson

1/6
Kristi Giglotto
Laurel Lackey

1/7
Sarah Lee

1/8
Susu Prout
Brenda Spence
Kimberly Tucker

1/9
Angie Smith

1/11
Lynn O’Neal

1/13
Sophie Boxmeyer

1/14
Chase Adcox

1/15
Bill Pool
Liz Sadler

1/16
Lillian Beavers
William Pruett
Anne Smalley
1/17
Lesley Powell

1/18
Rebecca LaMoreaux
David McGiffert
Anne Katherine Powell
Bob Singleton
Conrad Smalley
Kristi Thomson

1/20
Christy Davidson
Madelyn Herwig
Emilee Smith
Thomas Woolf
Shannon Wright

1/21
Nathan Almon III
Jonathan Blakeney
Jon Corson
Rita Ferguson
Jennie King

1/22
Annette Shelby

1/23
Edward White

1/24
Shane Elmore
Randy Smith
Katherine Upchurch

1/25
Martha Horton
Ryn Miller
Teeny Paxton
Allisa Vincent

1/26
Christy Beem
Virginia Pugh

1/27
Mel Espey
Niccolo Leigh
Danny Potts

1/28
Glenn Baxter
Amy McGohon

1/29
Ashley Maughan
Tandy Nicholson
Lou Ann Sellers

1/30
Barry Burns
Jay Evans
Robert McLeod
Frances Pool
Susan Snow
Mary Frances Way

1/31
James Hamner
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Sumner Latham
Garland McNeill

2/2
Riley O’Rear

2/3
Grant Leiter
Maria Potts

2/5
Aaron Allen
Sage Hickman
Joan Jamison
Sherry Plott-Burruss

2/6
Maegan Biehn
Courtney Crowder

2/7
Jamison Duncan
John Hickman
Mary Ellis Jamison
Garrett McGiffert
Roland Pugh III

2/8
Linda Bonner
Anna Sara Crowder
Crosby Thomley

2/9
Foster Beck
Fidele Fuller
Mike Palecek

2/10
Avery Barron

2/11
Martha Cook
Channing Vick
Deanah White

2/12
Chris Gattozzi
Jonathan Hood

2/13
Janet Crowder
MarLa Sayers

2/14
Amanda Fowler

2/15
Angela Hamiter
Margaret Sadler

2/16
Margaret Goodlet
Britt Turner IV

2/17
Rosemarie Childress
Russell Howard

2/18
Alex Biehn

2/19
Carolyn Pool

2/20
Melissa Adcox
Dee Davis
Robey Smalley

2/21
Buddy Boykin
Stuart McGregor
Anna Shelby
 
2/22
Matthew Curtner-Smith
Kristine Fitts
Stacy McCants
Megan McGiffert
Virginia McNeill
Owen Waldrop

2/23
Manly Neighbors IV
Fran Turner

2/24
Rebekah Allen
Annabelle Beavers
Mary Evelyn Beavers

2/25
Mark Hickman
Leah Ozment
Penny Yates

2/26
Nat Almon
Ellis Hamiter
Robert Nicol
Andy Spaulding

2/27
Charles Durham
Kimberly Gibson
Hunter Washburne

2/28
Jerry Hagood
Suse Patton

mailto:grcreek08@gmail.com


Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee stayed busy during November and December. It held an organizational 
meeting on November 5, 2019. The members of the Committee are

Three themes were discussed at the meeting: 1) The Committee wants to make sure it communicated 
progress reports to the congregation; 2) The Committee wants to get the congregation more involved 
in the nominating process; and 3) The Committee wants to make sure the nominees were provided to 
the congregation well ahead of the Congregational Meeting in which nominees are voted.

The Committee reached out to the congregation asking for thoughtful nominations and the 
congregation came through. More than 170 names were submitted to the committee by the 
congregation. There were obviously duplications, but the congregation did a great job providing 
names and the committee is grateful. 

The Committee met again on December 9th and started going over the names submitted by the 
congregation, identifying candidates the committee feels will be faithful leaders for our Church. Some 
candidates are beginning to get calls from committee members. If you are one that has received a call 
please prayerfully consider serving. 

The timeline the Committee set culminates on March 29, 2020, when the congregation will vote on 
the recommended slate. The Committee would like to finish the process as early in 2020 as possible, 
getting the names to the congregation well before the March 29th vote.

The Committee will meet again soon to continue the process. We plan to stay in communication with 
the congregation throughout the process, and we sincerely ask for your prayers as we all choose the 
next leaders of our church. This will be the first class for the next 200 years. Let’s all play a part in that 
process.

Carl Jamison, Session appointment
Tom Meriwether, Diaconate appointment
Renee Agee, Class of 2020
Tommy Danner, Class of 2020

Laura Crissey, Class of 2021
Lillian Beavers, Class of 2022
Virginia Parks, Class of 2022

In honor of our 200th anniversary, Presbyterian Women have planned three activities:

1. On Wednesday, January 1, PW launched a daily note in Prayer Concerns and our church’s Facebook 
page from our history.  Join us as we review the role Presbyterian Women played while we pray for 
discernment for our future endeavors. 

2. On Wednesday, January 8, PW launched a special weekly email 
with a day’s meal accompanied by a timeline series of recipes 
and a shopping list. These menu suggestions are edited from 
“O’ Taste and See,” which was published by this church in 2007. 
We hope you find these updated menu suggestions useful, 
time-saving and delicious. 

3. On Sunday, January 26, we will once again praise and “Celebrate the Gifts of Women” in our 
church community. Please come to the 10:55 a.m. worship service and celebrate the two women 
of our church selected for the PW Lifetime Membership Award. Then join us for punch and cake in 
Warner Hall as we continue to celebrate.

Presbyterian Women

https://www.fpctusc.org/members/give-us-this-day-our-daily-bread/


Wednesday Night Activities This Spring
Dinner begins at 5:15 p.m. and Transform programming begins at 6:15 p.m.

January 15 - History Night in the Faucett Family Life Center
Menu: Baked Ziti, Corn, Caeser Salad, Dessert

January 22 - NOOMA Bible Study in the Brandon Parlor with Rev. Lou Ann Sellers
Menu: BBQ Pulled Pork, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, Garlic Toast, Dessert

January 29 - NOOMA Bible Study in the Brandon Parlor with Andy Spaulding
Menu: Chicken & Broccoli Alfredo Bake, Honey Glazed Carrots, Dessert

February 5 - PW Shares Food from the Presbyterian Cookbook in the Dining Room

February 12 - History Night in the Faucett Family Life Center

February 19 - Talent Show in the Dining Room

February 26 - Ash Wednesday Service in the Sanctuary at 6:15 p.m.

March 4 - Bingo Night in the Dining Room

March 11 - LOGOS Graduation & Closing Service in the Chapel at 6:15 p.m.

Be sure you make your reservations for dinner by Monday at noon each week 
(or you can make them for several weeks at a time).

Visit fpctusc.org/transform to register for dinner and for more details or updates throughout the spring!

http://fpctusc.org/transform
https://www.fpctusc.org/members/memberswednesday/
https://www.fpctusc.org/members/global-mission-festival/


A New Year in Youth Ministry
   by Ellie McDermott

The youth celebrated Epiphany together at Camp Horne on January 5th. 
We burned Christmas trees, sang songs, and talked about the 
significance of 
Epiphany. 

On January 6th, the youth went to the West Alabama 
Food Bank to volunteer and help their brothers and 
sisters in their community who are in need. 

Preparations for Youth Sunday are well underway as 
it quickly approaches. Join us on Sunday, February 2nd 
for Youth Sunday as the youth lead us in our time of 
worship. 

On Sunday, February 9th, the youth will host a Valentine’s Dinner for 
the Mature Members. There will be delicious food and even better 
fellowship between the older and younger generations of our 
congregation. If you are an M&M, we invite you to join us on 
February 9th at 5 p.m. for a Valentine’s celebration. 

The Spring Presbytery Retreat hosted by the Presbytery of 
Sheppards and Lapsley Youth Council will be the weekend of 
February 21-23. The youth will come together with other 
churches in our presbytery at Living River for a weekend of 
worship, fellowship, recreation, and of course ENERGIZERS! 
We can’t wait! 

Please let Ellie know if you are interested in chaperoning! And 
guess who the keynoters are.... FPC’s own Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministries Rachel Winter & Associate Pastor for 
Campus Ministry Andy Spaulding!



Helping our Mission Partners
The Mission Committee is excited to send two mission teams 
to work with the boys at Streethearts in Cap Haitian, Haiti, 
this Spring - an adult team in February and a college team in 
May.  

We need your help gathering some much needed items for 
the boys. Streethearts requests “younger boy church clothes.” 
Many of the boys are discouraged about going to church 
because they feel as though they are not appropriately 
dressed. They are in need of elementary aged boys clothes 
sizes 4-14. Short sleeved polos, short-sleeve 
button downs, khakis/chinos (any color), nice 
jeans, and closed toed shoes (non-athletic). 

Another on-going need is solid color twin 
size sheet sets and solid color towel sets. 
We have provided these in the past and they 
immediately put them on their beds! Given 
the heat and humidity in Haiti, replacement 
ones are always needed for health and 
sanitation reasons. 

If you can donate these items, drop them by the church office anytime between now and 
May. Thank you all for your continued support of this organization and these young men!

Finance Update
from the Finance Committee

The Finance Committee’s main focus this time every year is to review the year end numbers and 
present a budget for 2020 to Session for approval. It appears that we will complete the year in the 
positive due to excellent management by our committees to spend according to budget. The 
committee also has requested to be an oversight group for both the preschool and UPerk as both are 
ultimately the responsibility of the church. Our role will be to monitor and report. We are also 
working with Long Range Planning on the review of property assets and their role in the church’s 
economic future.



Lenten Giving Opportunity
March 30, 2020  

In honor of our 200th anniversary, a Lenten giving opportunity called “One Day of Giving” has 
been planned. This event will happen at the Rose Garden entrance of our church on Monday, 
March 30, 2020, from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. so please save this date on your calendars.

Please start setting aside holiday, seasonal and household items you no longer use but another 
may need. Almost anything you wish to give that is clean, working and useful will be appreci-
ated by someone in need. Examples include baskets, books, clothing, collectibles, containers, 
games, knick-knacks, small working appliances, toys, vases, and small furniture items.  

All collected items will benefit clients of 
Temporary Emergency Services, one of First 
Presbyterian Church’s long-term local mission 
partners. So please collect things you no 
longer need or use, drive into the Rose 
garden entrance of the church 
on Monday, March 30, hand over 
your donations to a volunteer, 
and pick up your signed, dated 
Temporary Emergency tax-
deductible receipt. 

Visit fpctusc.org/onedayofgiving to learn more and sign up to help us with collections!

One Day of Giving

Rise Against Hunger
Put Your Hands to Work!

Sunday, February 23, 2020  
Help us pack meals through the Rise Against 

Hunger program. Join us on Sunday, February 
23rd in the Faucett Family Life Center at 3 p.m. 

Register online at fpctusc.org/riseagainsthunger.

Donate to the PW Pantry in January & February
During our 200th birthday, our goal is to collect 200 donated items per month!

Temporary Emergency Services urgently needs 
donations of canned goods and manually operated can 
openers during January, and we will collect boxes of 

crackers and jars of peanut butter in February. This is our 
ongoing mission project to help those in need while serving 

God’s grace. Place your donations on the cart in Warner Hall.

http://fpctusc.org/riseagainsthunger
https://www.fpctusc.org/onedayofgiving


Every year 14 members of Tuscaloosa County Missions have the privilege of accepting grant 
applications and volunteer opportunities from 20 local mission partners listed below.  Grant 
awards are funded through a portion of Global Mission Festival pledges.

Additionally, we publicize and promote volunteer opportunities from six local (and nearby) mission 
partners that are supported by a line item of our church’s budget.  These include:

In discerning God’s mission, Tuscaloosa County Missions strives to strengthen bonds between FPC 
members and our local mission partners. We promote our partners’ volunteer needs through our 
church’s media, we build coalitions among church committees (PW, Youth, College ministry) to 
work more productively, we arrange year-end funding such as the recent Alternative Gift Market, 
and we provide services such as the shopping and stocking of new and rehabbed Habitat for 
Humanity homes.  

If you feel called to local missions, come join us! Can’t attend monthly meetings? There is still a 
place and way for you to serve. Contact Judith Sawyer, Anna Whitefield, or Louise Bailey. 

* denotes First Presbyterian Church is a founding member

Tuscaloosa County Missions

1. Arts ‘n Autism
2. Community Service Programs/Meals on 

Wheels
3. Compassion Coalition 
4. Eagle’s Wings
5. Exodus Freedom Loan Program *
6. Feed My Sheep 
7. Five Horizons Health Services
8. Good Samaritan Clinic 
9. Hospice of West Alabama 
10. Literacy Council of West Alabama/Little 

Library Program 

11. Peoples’ Loan Program *
12. Phoenix House
13. Temporary Emergency Services 
14. The Salvation Army 
15. Turning Point
16. Tuscaloosa’s One Place
17. Tuscaloosa SAFE Center
18. Tuscaloosa Youth for Christ 
19. West Alabama Food Bank
20. YMCA/Rock Steady Boxing

1. Caring Days *
2. Community Soup Bowl *
3. Counseling Ministry Professions * 

4. Habitat for Humanity
5. Hospice of West Alabama 
6. Presbyterian Home for Children

Stewardship Update
from the Stewardship Committee

THANK YOU for all the gracious and generous gifts to the church in 
2019. We are also extremely grateful for all who pledged for 2020.  
If you haven’t pledged and still want to make a pledge for 2020, call 
the church office. 

Also, stewardship isn’t just about money, and we plan to start a 
time and talent campaign this spring. Start thinking now about 
ways you would like to serve our church, and be on the lookout for more information very soon on 
this. Again, thanks for your commitment to First Presbyterian as we move forward in faith in 2020. 



Grateful for Christian Education
by Wendy Tucker (wendyktucker@gmail.com)

The word that comes to mind as I think about Christian Education is grateful. I am grateful for all 
of the faith formation experiences our children are having at FPC this year. I’m grateful they are 
playing together, talking about what it means to be a Child of God, studying the Bible, sharing a 
“family” meal together with their table families, learning music skills and singing in worship, and 
that’s just the experiences related to the Logos Program. I’m grateful for the joy of the children 
as they run up the stairs to wonder about Bible stories with their Godly Play leaders. I’m grateful 
for the children leading us in worship in the Lessons and Carols Christmas Pageant. I’m grateful 
we thought we would cancel Sunday School the Sunday before Christmas because children and 
teachers would be traveling, but nine children showed up anyway and we lit the Advent Wreath 
and read the Christmas story together. I’m grateful for the learning and playing that happens each 
week in Sunday School. I’m grateful for the Presbytery Epiphany Retreat at Living River where our 
children were able to have a mini-camp experience. 

I’m grateful for the parents who choose to enable their children’s participation in these faith 
formation activities, read Bible stories to their children at home and pray with and for their 
children. I’m grateful for the more than 35 volunteers who teach Sunday School, work with the 
Logos program, lead Godly Play, help with the Christmas Pageant and serve as Christian Education 
Committee Members. I’m grateful for Rachel Winter who has jumped right in as our Interim 
Part-time Director of Children’s Ministry getting to know the children and their families and 
enthusiastically supporting and enabling these programs. 

And, I can’t stop before I tell you how much I appreciate all of the adults who regularly participate 
in their Sunday School classes, setting an example that learning about God is never finished and 
caring for one another in the ups and downs of life.

If you are feeling left out, now’s the time to jump in – recommit to participation in Sunday School, 
volunteer with VBS, offer to be a Sunday School teacher, JOIN the Christian Education Committee 
(we meet 2nd Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m.). There are so many ways to participate, and I would love to 
help you find a place that’s a good fit. Join the fun! 

SAVE THE DATE: VBS @ FPC - JUNE 1-4, 2020

Join the Bridge Group
Want to play bridge? Whether you are advanced or just learning, join our group on the 

1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 9:30 a.m. until noon in the Westervelt-Warner 
Reception Hall. Questions? Contact Barbara and Robert Nicol at (205) 799-4207.

mailto:wendyktucker%40gmail.com?subject=



