
We hope you enjoy this edition 
of The Pulse!

For questions or to submit 
information for future editions, 

contact Suzanne Cornett at 
(205) 752-3531 or 

scornett@fpctusc.org.

November/December 2022

Advent Season at FPC
Join us in our Prophets and Promises: Devotions for Advent & Christmas 2022-2023. 

Pick up a printed copy at the church or visit fpctusc.org/advent
to purchase a copy to read on your Kindle/Nook/Tablet.

In ancient times prophets announced God’s promises of a 
deliverer to the Hebrew people. As you read this devotional, 
look for these ancient promises, even in the Gospel of 
Matthew. Watch for the different ways in which Joseph, the 
magi, and King Herod respond to the arrival of Jesus. Marvel at 
the power of God’s promises, and the mystery of 
God with us in a newborn child. Prophets and Promises 
continues the Christian tradition of setting aside time to 
prepare for the celebration of Jesus’ birth and to anticipate 
his return! The Advent season of preparation (beginning 
Nov. 27th) continues to unfold in the joy of the twelve days of 
Christmas through Epiphany.  

We invite our children and their families to use Journey to 
Christmas Advent Devotional. You will find printed copies around 
the church and digital versions to download in your email and on 
our website.

This resource is designed to be adaptable, so you can choose 
activities that resonate with your family. Some households may 
want to simply read the scripture and light an candle. Others may 
want to try suggested activities. Let this devotional booklet be an 
encouragement to set aside a special time to celebrate Advent with 
your family each week.

https://www.augsburgfortress.org/store/product/9781506488028/Prophets-and-Promises
https://fpctusc.org/connect/advent


“A Normal Christmas”
In response to her OCD boyfriend’s (Jack Nicholas) peculiarities, Helen Hunt’s character 
exclaims in exasperation, in the 1997 film As Good As It Gets, “Why can’t I just have a 
normal boyfriend?!” Her wise, but eavesdropping mother steps into the hall and interrupts, 
“Everybody wants that, dear. It doesn’t exist! …I’m sorry, I didn’t mean to interrupt.”

I love that movie! It’s fun and cute, but also, in this instance, a helpful source of wisdom.
Christmas is just around the corner - can you believe it? Soon we’ll be decking the halls, 
trimming the tree, singing carols and expanding our waistlines. After the disruption of the 
last few years, I know many are hoping this year will bring a “normal Christmas.” I’m sorry to 
interrupt those hopes, but everyone wants that, dear. It doesn’t exist.

Be honest. Have you ever truly had a normal Christmas? NO! There’s always something at 
Christmas that doesn’t go quite right. The perfect gift sells out, the flight gets missed, the tree 
falls over one night, traffic is a nightmare, someone gets sick, the turkey is dry. “Who drank 
all the egg nog?” “Did you remember to turn off the coffee pot?” “WHERE’S THE TYLENOL?!” 
And then there are the other Christmases that really didn’t feel normal because someone 
was absent, someone was unemployed, someone was heart-broken, someone had just been 
diagnosed. Seriously, have you ever had a normal Christmas?

Don’t worry. You’re not alone. Not even the first Christmas was normal. Just ask the virgin 
who delivered her firstborn in a barn. But maybe wrapped in the near misses and abnormalcy 
of our observances is some good news. The abnormal, not-quite-right, broken-hearted places 
are exactly where God comes. And to those places God brings hope and peace, joy and love. 
Admittedly, sometimes those gifts come in different ways or time frames than we thought was 
needed, but still they come. Mysteriously, graciously they come. That’s how God works. And 
that’s what we are really celebrating at Christmas.

So be smart, keep alert and try not to get too focused on having a normal Christmas. It 
doesn’t exist, dear. Instead, keep your eyes open for the mysterious, gracious ways God shows
up in the middle of the mess. Merry Chrjtmas! 

In HOPE,
Michael

https://fpctusc.org/events/angel-tree


Special Services at FPC during Advent
Christmas Pageant & Service of Lessons & Carols

Sunday, December 4th during the 11 a.m. Worship Service 
in the Sanctuary

Carols by Candlelight
Sunday, December 11th at 6 p.m.

in the Sanctuary

Blue Christmas Service
Wednesday, December 14th at 6 p.m.

in the Westervelt Warner Chapel
This service names & holds space for the sadness that accompanies

the holidays. It is a service for the community to hold burdens
collectively with opportunity for candle lighting & blessing.

Christmas Eve Services
Saturday, December 24th

  3 p.m. - FPC Deutsch in the Westervelt Warner Chapel
  5 p.m. - Candlelight & Communion service with Sanctuary Choir in the Sanctuary

(Childcare available at 5 p.m. service)
11 p.m. - Candlelight & Communion service with members of the Sanctuary Choir
           in the Sanctuary

Christmas Sunday
One Worship Service only at 11 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary

New Year’s Sunday
One Worship Service only at 11 a.m. 

in the Sanctuary

https://fpctusc.org/connect/advent
https://fpctusc.org/events/alternative-gift-market


Other Advent Activities at FPC
“Christmas Night” Celebration

Wednesday, November 30th at 6 p.m.
in the Dining Hall

     5:30 p.m. Dinner            6 p.m. Cookie Decorating
Menu: Strawberry Salad, Beef Vegetable Soup and Double Noodle 

Chicken Noodle Soup, Cinnamon Pears & Peaches, Cornbread, 
and Vanilla Sheet Cake with Cream Cheese Pecan Frosting

Be sure to visit fpctusc.org/gather to make your dinner reservation.

West Alabama Christmas Parade
Monday, December 5th at 6:30 p.m.

Join us on the front lawn of FPC to enjoy the parade!

Advent Workshop
Sunday, December 11th during Sunday School

in the Faucett Family Life Center

Youth Christmas Parties
Sunday, December 11th from 5-7 p.m.

Middle School: Home of Thomas & Graham Patton
High School: Home of Maddy & Ella Crissey

Hot Cocoa Fellowship
Sunday, December 18th at 9:45 a.m.

in the Faucett Family Life Center
All ages are invited to come for the intergenerational

gingerbread house building and fellowship.

FPC Caroling & Communion
Sunday, December 18th following 11 a.m. Worship

Meet for lunch in the Dining Room and
then travel in the church bus to go caroling. 

Christmas with “Southern Harmony, Family, and Friends”
Sunday, December 18th at 3 p.m.
in the Westervelt Warner Chapel

Visit FPCTUSC.ORG/ADVENT for full details!

https://fpctusc.org/connect/advent


FPC Office Closed:

New Year’s Holiday
January 2, 2023

Thanksgiving Holiday:
November 24 & 25

Christmas Holiday:
December 26 & 27

https://fpctusc.org/events/poinsettias-for-advent


The Presbyterian Women are hard at work this Fall.  In September, our 
Circles and organized Bible study resumed with the study of Celebrating 
Sabbath – Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight by Carol M. Bechtel. We 
are learning that God offers us a gift in Celebrating Sabbath and that many 
of us can benefit from a “mid-course correction”, particularly those of us 
living our lives like we are being chased by a train.

Join us as we explore this journey of the Sabbath.  All women are welcome.  
We have five sessions each month, daytime, and evening, in homes and a 
hybrid class that meets at Church with Zoom.  Check the church email and 
website (fpctusc.org/pw) for the dates and times that are most convenient 
for you.

Angel Tree adoptions are open! We have a goal in 2022 for FPC to adopt 132 angels in need from the 
Tuscaloosa City Elementary schools to provide a Christmas for them that they might otherwise not 
have. We are grateful to Elizabeth Bearden and Shannon Wright who work so hard with the schools 
to identify those in most need and to organize their needs and this project for us. It takes a village (or 
in our case a church) to make this happen, so when asked, please help. Online adoptions opened on 
November 13th with wrapped gifts being delivered to schools on December 12th.  

PW has selected Good Samaritan Clinic for its Pantry Partner 
for 2023.  Soon you will hear of the items that the Clinic can 
use monthly.  This is an easy way to support a local mission 
by purchasing an item they need and donate by placing it on the cart in Warner Hall or in the bin at 
UPerk. Our Pantry Partner for 2022 has been Turning Point. They are always grateful when we come to 
deliver your donations. For December, you can donate bath towels, washcloths, and toilet paper. 

Presbyterian Women

Thank you for donating items and money 
for Thanksgiving Bags for the Community 

Soup Bowl in November!

Thank You



Nick Rebbe joins the staff of First Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, January 3rd! 
Be sure to offer him a special FPC Welcome!

Nick was raised in Saint Augustine, Florida, by his mom and 
grandparents. After graduating from high school, he began to 
volunteer in youth ministry programs at his home church and 
instantly loved it. It was there that he began to feel a calling to 
work with young people. Following his graduation from Flagler 
College, where he obtained a BA in History with a minor in Youth 
Ministry, he entered full time ministry. 

Since then, Nick has served congregations in; Jacksonville, Florida, 
Zionsville, Indiana, and most recently, First Presbyterian Church 
of Moultrie, Georgia. While primarily serving youth, Nick also has 
experience serving children, college students, young families, and 
seasoned church members. 

During his time in ministry, Nick obtained a MA in Theology from 
St. Leo University and is currently pursuing a MA in Catechesis 
and Evangelization from Franciscan University. 

When not working, Nick enjoys working out, reading, playing guitar, listening to music, trying to 
cook, and spending time with family and friends. 

He is excited to continue the adventure of ministry with the youth families here at First Presbyterian 
of Tuscaloosa. 

Meet Our New Youth Director

Youth Fun from Summer 2022



Campus Corner
It’s hard to believe that the Fall Semester is almost over. It seems like it was 
only yesterday that we saw the first tell-tale signs of students returning to 
campus. Traffic increased, and you couldn’t find anything you wanted at 
Target. As Christmas break inches ever closer, I’ll miss the hustle and bustle 
of life on campus. 

Looking forward to the Spring, we’ve got a lot for which we can be thankful. Our student presence 
in Sunday worship has increased, and we’ve been able to spend a significant amount of time in 
fellowship and discussion. Outside of the typical gathering spaces, we’ve had the opportunity to live 
out Christ’s commandments to love and serve our neighbor. Perhaps most importantly, we’ve created 
a sense of belonging for our students. Periods of transition are never easy. Whether it’s the first big 
move from home or the start of a new semester, it’s always been easier to do these things when you 
feel like family surrounds you. 

It has warmed my heart to see how this congregation has reached out to our college students and 
welcomed them into this church family with open arms. Journeying alongside church members as 
we seek to meet our college students wherever they are on their life journey is one of the biggest 
blessings in my ministry. I look forward to continuing this journey as we enter the New Year, finding 
the courage, strength, and energy to press 
on from the Hope and love provided to us in 
Christ.

2023 will be the start of a new chapter in the 
life of Bama UKirk, and while many things 
remain unwritten, I know our story will be a 
great one. 

Roll God, Roll Tide! 
Andy 



Member Spotlight
How many times have you walked up to First Presbyterian Church or even 
driven by and noticed the beautiful flowers and greenery? We owe a great 
thank you to Harvey and Dottie Kline! For years, they quietly show up at the 
church with tools and plants in hand. The dig up the old plants and replace 
them with new, beautiful vibrant ones! They tend to the roses in the garden 
and around the property to keep our grounds looking beautiful year round!

Unfortunately, they’re hanging up their tools and 
wrapping up their time as the caretakers of the 
garden at FPC. As Harvey said in October “For 
the past years it has been our pleasure to plant 
flowers at First Presbyterian-Tuscaloosa, pansies 
for the fall and winter and zinnias for the spring 
and summer. However, our backs tell us that the 
time has come to pass this on to someone else. 
Today, for the last time we removed the zinnias.”

We can’t thank Harvey and Dottie (who hides 
from the camera while working in the garden) 
enough for all of the hard work they put in to 
make our space a beautiful place to worship and 
visit! 

Finance Update
from the Finance Committee

The Stewardship Committee has been working hard to make 
sure all church members are aware of the importance of turning 
in pledge cards. We are wrapping up the 2023 stewardship 
campaign. Just like families make budgets, our church has to 
make a budget for the upcoming year. We can only do that if we 
know what funds are expected to be collected. As of November 
17th, we have 172 pledges totaling $1,287,500. If you have 
already turned in your pledge card, we want to say thank you.  

If not, then simply mail in your card, pledge online through the 
church website, or call the church office. Remember, in 2023 we will 
be at full staff for the first time in several years. First Presbyterian 
Church needs your help to continue to connect, grow, and serve 
through Christ in Tuscaloosa. Through your generous gifts, First 
Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa will continue the story!

We also want to encourage all members to complete their 2022 
pledges. Letters were recently mailed out with any remaining pledge 
balances for 2022. If you have any questions, call the church office. 
We thank you for your generous gifts and for being good stewards 
of all that God has given you. So far we have received $1,415,489 of 
$1,794,743 pledged.

https://fpctusc.org/give/the-story-continues
https://fpctusc.org/give


Join the Bridge Group

Want to play bridge? Whether you are advanced or just learning, 
join our group on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month 

from 9:30 a.m. until noon in the Westervelt-Warner Reception Hall. 

Questions? Contact Barbara and Robert Nicol at (205) 799-4207.

New Church Directory
We emailed a link of the new directory to all members of FPC with email addresses on file. You can 
download it and even print a copy. If you did not receive it, please contact the church office. 

We encourage everyone to download the ShelbyNext App (directions below) to always have access to 
the latest information. If you need a physical copy and you had your picture made or sent in a picture, 
you can call the church office and one will be provided for you. 

TRY SHELBYNEXT APP FOR EASY GIVING & MORE
Visit fpctusc.org/app for step-by-step

instructions & video.
1. Download the “ShelbyNext Membership” app from               

your app store.
2. Click on the word “domain” to highlight it & replace it with 

“fpctusc” 
3. Click “forgot password” & follow prompts.
4. Once you are logged in, click on “People” to explore the 

directory. Click on “Give” at the bottom right to pay your tithe.

https://fpctusc.org/events/officer-nominations
https://fpctusc.org/volunteer
https://fpctusc.org/give/online-giving
https://fpctusc.org/resources/fpc-apps



