
Today’s Worship

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and are placed 
by Tekla Rex, “In honor of my children and their families, Cissy Elliot, 
Guy Rex, and Joel Rex.”

Special Offering
To donate to the Haiti Earthquake Recovery Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance, please go to the link on the church website www.fpctusc.org 
or make check to First Presbyterian Church & use the special offering 
envelope located on the side of the offering box. 

Scan our QR code with your smartphone to pull up today’s bulletin 
 Directions:
- Open your camera on your phone & scan code on right.
- Click the link that pops up on your screen to view 
   bulletin right from your phone.

Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In accordance with CDC recommendations, we request that everyone
  (2 years old and up) wear a mask while indoors at FPC.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

First Presbyterian Church
900 Greensboro Avenue

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401
Telephone:  205-752-3531   Fax: 205-752-3885 

  

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday School
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Lemonade in the Garden
Choir Room Open House
Youth Group

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
FPC Office closed for Labor Day

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
12:00 PM
  5:00 PM

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!
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Rev. Michael R. Bailey, Pastor
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Emily Frandsen, Assoc. Pastor for Faith Formation
Rev. Rachel Winter, Interim Director of Children’s Ministries

Rev. Dr. Thomas Herwig, Parish Associate
Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music

Jason Pedeaux, Organist 
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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 5, 2021
11:00 Service

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope, we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful and let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting…
but let us encourage one another…     from Hebrews 10:24-25

It is hard to imagine a more challenging time for our world, our nation, 
or even our church than the ordeal through which are living right now.  
But our God is faithful, and it is time for us to re-engage! 
We ask that you re-engage and persevere – look beyond
the turmoil of this moment and recognize that our 
Lord’s faithfulness is timeless.  Please make your 
pledge now with our Time, Talents, and Treasure Surveys.
You can find printed copies of the survey at each exit
from the Sanctuary. You can also scan this code or visit
www.fpctusc.org/re-engage to fill it out online.

Memorials:
First Presbyterian Church for Cindy Henderson; for Kay Vickers 
by Camille & Ray Brignac; for Cindy Henderson by Jenny & George 
Thagard, by Tom & Suse Patton, by Shannon & David Wright.
Music Fund for Edward White by Tommy & Beth Smith.
World Missions for Cindy Henderson; for Bonnie Jones; for Mary Kate 
Densmore by Tommy & Beth Smith.



Gather In God’s Name
11:00 Service

    Prelude
Aria                                                                             Charles Callahan
Partita on Nettleton (Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing)
          Hymn - Variation - Duet - Fugue                          Joel Martinson

     Welcome and Announcements                              Rev. Michael R. Bailey

    Introit                     Vivace (from Sonata in F major)  
Georg Philipp Telemann

Marjorie Johnston, flute

*   Call to Worship                                           Ms. Emily Frandsen

Leader:   God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
                in trouble.
People:   Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should
                change, though the mountains shake in the heart of
                the sea;
Leader:    though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains
                tremble with its tumult.
People:   “Be still, and know that I am God!
Leader:     I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the
                earth.” 
People:   The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob 
                is our refuge. 
   ALL:    Let us worship God!                                                 Psalm 46

*   Prayer of the Day                                          

*   Prayer of Confession               
Gracious God, in humility we turn to you to confess our sin and 
ask you for forgiveness.  Lord, in so many ways we have it all 
wrong. We complicate that which should be simple.  We divide 
when we should unite.  We rely on our own strength when we 
should rest in yours.  We have failed to live as Christ has taught.  
We have succeeded only in making our lives more burdensome.  
Lord, in your mercy, may we find pardon.  Lord, in your 
presence, may we find rest. 
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)

 *  Assurance of Pardon

*   Gloria Patri        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Paul M. Vasile 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, 
whose grace has pardoned me, and to the Spirit, whose 
love has set me free.  As it was in the beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
Sanctuary Choir

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word

   Word for the Children

   Prayer for Illumination                                     

   Scripture Reading                                                Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

   Sermon                              Get Some Rest              Rev. Michael R. Bailey

Respond to God’s Word

   Anthem                           O Lord, Increase My Faith            Henry Loosemore
O Lord, increase my faith strengthen me and confirm me in thy 
true faith, endue me with wisdom, charity, chastity and patience 

in all my adversity.  Sweet Jesus, say Amen.

Sanctuary Choir

*  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church                                             

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer   
 

Go in God’s Name

*   Charge and Benediction 

*   Benediction Response  
               May the God of Hope Go with Us               Argentine folk melody

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives 
with love and joy and peace.  May the God of justice speed us on 

our way, bringing light and hope to every land and race.  Praying, 
let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; working for 

a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 
Sanctuary Choir

*   Postlude
Festive Trumpet Tune                                                David N. German

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.


