
May 2, 2021

First Presbyterian Church
of Tuscaloosa

Fifth Sunday of EasterFifth Sunday of EasterFifth Sunday of Easter



8:45 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. Worship

    Prelude   

     Welcome and Announcements                       Rev. Michael R. Bailey

*   Call to Worship                                                   
Leader:     From you, O God, comes my praise in the great
                 congregation.
People:    My vows I will pay before those who fear the
                 Lord.
Leader:     All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to
                 the Lord.
People:     And all the families of the nations shall worship
                 you, O God, our Lord and our Redeemer.
 ALL:       Let us worship God!                                    Psalm 22                           

*   Prayer of the Day                                               Rev. Lou Ann Sellers

*   Prayer of Confession
God, our vinedresser, we pause in this moment of honest 
reflection to confess we have not borne the fruit you desire.   
In selfish arrogance, we fail to remain connected to Christ 
and his covenant community.  We then cry foul when the 
treasured, yet unfruitful things in our lives are removed.  With 
weak faith, we fail to trust your wisdom and your ways, we 
then complain when pruning becomes necessary in our lives.  
By your mercy, forgive us for failing to abide in Christ.  By 
your grace, free us to live fruitful lives, always for your glory.    
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)

 *  Assurance of Pardon

 *   Glory to God                                 
  Glory to God in the highest!  Alleluia!

 Kathryn Grace Dockery, Cantor

 *  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you. 



                         Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children

    Prayer for Illumination                                     Rev. Andy Spaulding

    Scripture Reading                                                            John 15:1-8
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                       Simply Stunning         Rev. Michael R. Bailey

Respond to God’s Word

    Anthem              Up, Up My Heart with Gladness        Harm. J.S. Bach
Up, up my heart with gladness, and learn what did befall when after 

days of sadness, the light was shed o’er all.  Three days 
within the tomb, Jesus lay in the gloom; then conquering 

hell’s domain he rose in glory to reign.

Straightway our Lord descended, contending Satan’s might.  But 
when the battle ended he broke the bonds of night.  Now 

is the victory won; let songs of praise be sung; and 
raise the banners high; for man no more shall ide.

Come then your voices raising, and join the Easter throng of saints 
and angels praising in one united song: Jesus, the God of Love, 

risen to reign above; who after such fierce strife has 
gained us endless life.

Kathryn Grace Dockery, soprano         Jessica Santoro, soprano

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.



Reminders for In-person Worship
- wear a mask at all times on the FPC campus
- remain sacredly distanced from non-family members
- please greet with waves, air hugs, or peace signs
- fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
- drop offering in the box as you exit
- exit the door nearest your seat

Scan our QR code with your smartphone to pull up today’s bulletin 
 Directions:
- Open your camera on your phone
- Point at the code on the right (the circular graphic)
- Look for the message to pop up on your phone
  asking if you want to open the website “flowto.it”
- Click the link and you will view the bulletin right
  from your phone

    Concerns of the Church

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction      

*  Postlude

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Memorials:
First Presbyterian Church for Roland Pugh, for Stanley Park by Linda & 
Tyler Phifer.
Mission for Warren Joseph Brignac by Lora & Tony Hubbard.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the sanctuary are in loving memory of Dr. William Gardner 
Nichols and William Frank Nichols by Claire and Mandy Nichols.


