
First Presbyterian Church
900 Greensboro Avenue

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401
Telephone:  205-752-3531   Fax: 205-752-3885 

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

First Presbyterian ChurCh
of Tuscaloosa

March 20, 2022
11:00 service

Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!

SUNDAY, MARCH 27
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday School
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
First Pres Deutsch
Youth Handbells & Choir
Youth Group

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
   4:30 PM
   5:00 PM

THIS WEEK AT FPC

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 23
Young Adult Men’s Bible Study
Pizza in the Park - Sokol Park
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Youth Small Groups
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

 11:00 AM
   5:30 PM
   6:00 PM
   6:00 PM
   7:00 PM

TUESDAY, MARCH 22
UKirk at UPerk  6:30 PM

SUNDAY, MARCH 20
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday School
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Handbells & Choir
Youth Group

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
   4:30 PM
   5:00 PM

Third Sunday in L ent

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L   I N F O R M A T I O N
TODAY
CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS & WORKSHEETS for 
ages 3-12 are available. Pick one up at each entrance to the Sanctuary.

NO GODLY PLAY TODAY for children due to spring break. Children of 
all ages are welcome and encouraged to remain in worship!
NEED HELP HEARING IN THE SANCTUARY? Pick up a hearing 
assist device on the wooden table beside the elevator.
SUPPORT UKRAINE - To support the people of Ukraine through 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance’s response of funding for emergency 
humanitarian aid including food, shelter, medicine, diapers, hygiene items,
send a check to the church office made out to “First Presbyterian Church” 
and designated “Ukraine” or text PDAUKR to 41444.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - The Session of First Presbyterian 
Church hereby calls a Congregational Meeting to be held next Sunday, 
March 27, 2022, in the Sanctuary of the church, immediately following the 
11 a.m. Worship Service for the purpose of voting on the sale of four lots 
the church owns in Moundville. Remlap Properties, LLC has offered to 
purchase these lots for $216,000 which, after expenses and commissions, 
will net the church approximately $200,000. Visit fpctusc.org/meeting for 
more information.

CONNECT, GROW, & SERVE THIS WEEK
WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - ALL FPC WOMEN are invited to join! We 
want to make sure that all FPC Women feel connected and supported in 
friendship, fellowship, and study of the written word. Visit fpctusc.org/pw
for full details on the remaining gathering this month - tomorrow at 5:30 p.m.
YOUNG ADULT WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY FELLOWSHIP & 
DINNER meets on Tuesday, March 29th from 6-8pm. We are studying 
“Good Enough: 40ish Devotionals for a Life of Imperfection” by Kate 
Bowler & Jessica Richie. Location: TBA. Contact Emily Frandsen 
(efrandsen@fpctusc.org) for more details.
PIZZA IN THE PARK - Families with children age birth through 5th 
grade are invited to enjoy food and fellowship at Mason’s Place in Sokol 
Park South this Wednesday, March 23rd from 5:30-7:30 p.m. 
UNIONTOWN COLOR RUN 8-week training program begins on March 
28th. The actual run is on Saturday, May 21st. Learn more about the run 
and this free family-friendly training at fpctusc.org/color-run. 
VOLUNTEER OR ENROLL - Sign up to volunteer or enroll a loved 
one at CONNECT, a new community ministry through Christ Episcopal 
providing fellowship and stimulation for people with memory loss. For 
more info, call (205) 758-4252 or visit christchurch1828.org/connect.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PANTRY benefiting Turning Point - For the 
month of  MARCH, we need aluminum pans (all sizes) and dish & laundry 
detergents. Place your donations on the cart in Warner Hall. 
DRIVERS NEEDED - The Feed My Sheep ministry needs a new driver 
for the 4th Wednesday of each month and one substitute driver to pick up and 
return community members living in the downtown area to the Tuscaloosa 
Community Soup Bowl. To volunteer or learn more, call Sandy Durham 
at (205) 292-3209. Meals on Wheels needs a driver to deliver meals on 
Fridays. Contact Diane Lewis at (205) 469-0383 for details.



3rd Sunday in Lent
11:00 Service

Gather In God’s Name

    Prelude
I Call to Thee, Lord Jesus Christ, BWV 639                          J. S. Bach
What Wondrous Love is This                                     David N. Johnson
My Song is Love Unknown                                       Michael Burkhardt

     Welcome and Announcements                              

     Chiming of the Hour                     

*   Call to Worship                                                                                                          

Leader:   Everyone who thirsts:
People:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so
               that you may live.
Leader:   All who are hungry for righteousness:
People:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so
               that you may live. 
Leader:   All who need the help of God:
People:  Come to the waters, seek the Lord, repent and return so 
               that you may live.
   ALL:   Let us worship God!                     Isaiah 55:1-7, Psalm 63:7                                                               

*   Prayer of the Day                                                                                                                                    

*   Prayer of Confession               
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in our 
response to you. You set before us a rich feast of blessing, but 
we are drawn to lesser things that cannot satisfy.  You call us to 
attend to urgent needs in the world, but we indulge our desires.  
Our ways are not your ways; our thoughts do not ascend to 
your thoughts.  Forgive us when we fall short of your claim 
upon our lives.  Disturb our complacency and quicken our 
desire for a more fruitful life.  Be patient, we pray, as we amend 
who we are, in the hope of becoming who you intend us to be. 
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Kyrie  Hymn 551                                                          LAND OF REST
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy

 upon us. Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy upon us.

*   Assurance of Pardon

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children

*  Hymn 800                Sometimes a Light Surprises           SALLEY GARDENS                                                                                                                                         

    Prayer for Illumination                                                                                          

    Scripture Reading                Luke 13:1-9                                        pg. 76
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                    Repent and Bear Fruit               Rev. Lou Ann Sellers                 

 Respond to God’s Word

    Silent Meditation

*  Hymn of Response 435    There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy    
IN BABILONE                                       

    Concerns of the Church

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Anthem                          Lord Jesus, Think on Me      Robert Edward Smith
Lord Jesus, think on me, and purge away my sin; 

from earthborn passions set me free, and make me pure within. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, with many cares oppressed; 
let me thy loving servant be, and take thy promised rest. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, nor let me go astray; through 
darkness and perplexity point thou the heav’nly way. 

Lord Jesus, think on me, that, when the flood is past,
I may eternal brightness see, and share thy joy at last.

*  Doxology                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

  Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction 

*  Benediction Response      How Blest, Those Whose Transgressions 
William Lloyd

How blest, those whose transgressions have freely been forgiven; 
whose guilt is wholly covered before the sight of heaven.  Blest, 
those to whom our Lord God will not impute their sin: whose 

guilt has been forgiven; whose hearts, made true again.
 While I kept guilty silence, my strength was spent with grief.

Your hand was heavy on me; my life found no relief.  But when
I made confession and hid no sin from you, when I revealed 

my failings, you gave me life anew.
So let the godly seek you, when troubling times are near; no 

storm or flood shall reach them, nor cause their hearts to fear.  
In you, O Lord, I hid me; you save me from all ill.  And songs 

of your salvation my heart with rapture fill.
Julie and Danny Potts, soloists

Sanctuary Choir

*  Postlude
Chaconne                                                                       Louis Couperin

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Today’s Worship

Honoraria:
First Presbyterian for Leska Taylor, for Crosby Thomley by The Arts 
& Letters Club.

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Hilliard and Betty Fletcher by their family.

Service Notes Throughout Lent
The season of Lent is the 40 day period from Ash Wednesday to Easter, 
excluding Sundays.  In this season of renewal and refocus, the church is 
invited to “observe a holy Lent by self-examination and  penitence, by 
prayer and fasting, by works of love, and by reading and  meditating on 
the Word of God” (from the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship).  

Reflecting these emphases, there are a few changes in our Order of  
Worship throughout this 6-week season. We sing a “Kyrie” after  the 
Prayer of Confession, which is a continuation of that prayer asking for 
the Lord’s mercy in the face of our confessed sin. There is also more 
time set aside for silence to offer opportunity for meditation, reflection 
and prayer.  Lastly, each Sunday, candle(s) will be extinguished near the 
end of the service.  Almost like a reverse Advent candle lighting, the 
progressive darkness each week reminds us of our journey to the cross 
of Good Friday, before the light of Easter conquers the darkness.  May 
these changes aid us in observing a holy Lent as we seek to connect with 
God and grow in faith. 


