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The Fourteenth of March 

Two Thousand Twenty-One 



4th Sunday in Lent 

BROADCAST ONLY 

 
Gather in God’s Name 

 

   Prelude 

Trio Sonata in G minor (Andante; Allegro)                                                                               G.F. Handel 
  

Dr. Diane Schultz, flute        Juan Sebastian Lopez Mahecha, violin 

Lina Alejandra Aldana Porras, cello   Dr. Pam Penick, piano 

 
   Welcome and Announcements 

 
   Introit                                                             Thy Word Is a Lamp                                                  Lloyd Larson 
  

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet. Thy word is a light unto my path. Lead me, O Father, with your word. 
  

Sanctuary Choir 

 

*  Call to Worship 
 

Leader:    We give you thanks, O God, for you are good; your steadfast love endures forever. 
 

People:    When we cried to you with our troubles, O Lord, you saved us from our distress. 
 

Leader:    We give you thanks, O God, for your wonderful works to all of humanity. 
 

People:    Hear now our offerings of praise and thanksgiving, as we tell of your deeds with  

                 songs of joy. 
 

All:          Let us worship God!                                                                                                   Psalm 107 

 
*  Hymn 37                                                 Let All Things Now Living                                             ASH GROVE 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God our Creator triumphantly raise;  

who fashioned and made us, protected and stayed us, by guiding us on to the end of our days.  

God’s banners are o’er us; pure light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth in the night:  

till shadows have vanished, all fearfulness banished, as forward we travel from light into light.  
 

By law God enforces, the stars in their courses, the sun in its orbit obediently shine; the hills and  

the mountains, the rivers and fountains, the depths of the ocean proclaim God divine. We too  

should be voicing our love and rejoicing; with glad adoration, a song let us raise, till all things  

now living unite in thanksgiving: to God in the highest, hosanna and praise! 

 
*  Prayer of the Day 

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

 

Merciful God, when we think on the depth of your love and the abundance of your grace, we are 

truly humbled. You see us more clearly than we see ourselves, and in that clarity you see our sins, 

great and small.   However, you also see the light of goodness and love you breathed into each one 

of us in our creation. Forgive us when we chose darkness over light, the destructive over the 

redeeming, evil over good. Enable us to choose the things that lead to the life Christ has placed 

within our grasp.   (A pause for silent individual confession follows.) 



*  Kyrie                                                              Lord, Have Mercy                                                 Swee Hong Lim 
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Sarah Quinn Richey, cantor 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

 
*  Passing of the Peace 

 

Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

People:   And also with you. 

 

Proclaim God’s Word 
 

    Word for the Children 

 
    Sacrament of Holy Baptism                                                                                          Lucille Frances Blakeney 

 
    Prayer for Illumination  

 
    Scripture Reading:                                               John 3:14-21 

 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
    Sermon                                                             Given the Choice                                    Rev. Michael R. Bailey 

 

Respond to God’s Word 
 

    Silent Meditation 

 

*  Hymn 833                                          O Love That Will Not Let Me Go                                 ST. MARGARET 
 

O Love that wilt not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee; I give thee back the  

life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow may richer, fuller be. 
 

O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee; my heart  

restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day may brighter, fairer be. 
 

O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee.; I trace the  

rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain that morn shall tearless be. 
 

O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee; I lay in dust life’s  

glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red life that shall endless be. 
 

Danny Potts, baritone         Kathryn Grace Dockery, soprano 

 

*  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 



   Concerns of the Church 

 
   Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
    Offertory                              Trio Sonata in G minor (Largo; Tempo di Menuetto)                          G.F. Handel 
  

Dr. Diane Schultz, flute        Juan Sebastian Lopez Mahecha, violin 

Lina Alejandra Aldana Porras, cello                Dr. Pam Penick, piano 

 
*  Doxology                                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*  Prayer of Dedication 

 

Go in God’s Name 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

 
*  Benediction Response                                  The Lord Bless You                                               John Yarrington 
  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to 

shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up 

his countenance upon you and give you peace. 
  

Sanctuary Choir 

Vicki Holt, Cantor 

 
*  Postlude 

         Toccata (from Suite Gothique)                                                                                               Léon Boellmann 
 

 

 

 

 

*Those who are able, please stand.   

Please silence cell phones during worship. 

 



SANCTUARY FLOWERS 

Sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God, in honor of the baptism of Lucille Frances Blakeney, daughter of Kristin 

and William Blakeney, placed by her great-grandmother Jean Hinton. 

 

MEMORIALS: 

First Presbyterian Church for Mary Margaret Taylor Katz by Bob & Babs McCurley.  

Laura Allison Harbin Fund for Allison Harbin by Tommy & Molly Snow. 

 

HONORARIA: 

Laura Allison Harbin Fund for Dr. & Mrs. Karl Harbin by Brad & Susan Cork. 

 

MUSIC NOTES: 

 Today I am pleased to share the excellent musicianship of two old friends and two new friends, offering a Trio 

Sonata written by George Frideric Handel.  Many in our congregation know Dr. Pamela Penick as a professional 

pianist, and particularly for her Duo Piano work with the late Dr. Pamela Gordon.  I had hoped to play flute in this 

ensemble but when I caught COVID in February I called on another old friend from college days to help me out -

Dr. Diane Schultz, now Professor of Flute at UA.  Diane and I played in the University Orchestra in the 1980s, 

and she was well known for making me laugh just as I was taking a breath in preparation for an entrance!   My 

new friends are a husband and wife team who are studying at the School of Music: violinist Juan Sebastian 

Lopez Mahecha, and cellist Lina Alejandra Aldana Porras.  Through our conversations, we learned that they 

now live in the exact same apartment at the Quail Valley complex that I lived in while in school!  I love these 

small world things that happen in a college town, and I am beyond grateful to my immensely talented friends for 

their musical offering today.  

~ Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music 


