
OFFICER BIOS FOR 2022 NOMINEES 

 
DEACON NOMINEES 
 

RENEE AGEE has been a member of FPC for 25 years.  She is married to Todd Agee 

and they have two daughters, Mary Glenn (22) and Lila (14).  She is a graduate of the 

University of Alabama, and is a closet designer at Closets Plus in Northport.  She has 

served on the Christian Education Committee, the Nominating Committee, and is a 

member of the Journey Sunday School class.  

 

BETH CAMERON works with elementary children from infant to 12 years old. 

Presently, she teaches elementary alternative behaviors at Lloyd Wood Education 

Center and has enjoyed her job there for over 6 of her 24 years of teaching. She has also 

enjoyed visiting nursing homes and helping with the soup kitchen. In the church 

community she has been asked to help with Logos and has loved getting to know those 

children. Volunteering is a pleasure and she looks forward to doing more for the church 

and the community. 

 

BRENDA GARNER and her husband Donald joined FPC in 2018 after permanently 

returning to Tuscaloosa after 50 years in the Atlanta area.  Brenda grew up in Pickens 

County, met Don at the University of Alabama, and both accepted employment in 

Atlanta, following graduation.  She is retired from Delta Air Lines.  In her previous 

churches, she was active in the Women’s Programs, served as Circle Chair and 

Moderator and was presented an Honorary Life Membership in 2016 by Morrow 

Presbyterian. She is a member of FPC Circle 1. 

 

BRENT HARDIN has been a member of FPC for 14 years.  He is married to Margaret 

Stran and they have one son Joseph.  Brent and Margaret moved to Tuscaloosa together 

in 2003 and they work together at the University of Alabama.  Brent is an Associate 

Professor in the Department of Kinesiology and the Director of the Alabama Adapted 

Athletics program that provides high performance and recreational opportunities in 

wheelchair basketball, wheelchair tennis, and para road racing.  Brent and Margaret are 

members of the McCain Sunday School class, and he has served as a volunteer in the 

valet parking program at FPC. 

 

BEA POWELL was raised in the church as a lifelong member. She taught four and 

five-year-old Sunday School and Vacation Bible School for several years. 

She has volunteered at the West Alabama Food Bank and has worked on several Habitat 

houses. She is a member of Circle 8. 



ROBERT SMITH and his wife Angie joined FPC in 2004.  They have three daughters, 

Anna Grace (18), Maggie (15), and Emilee (11).  Anna Grace is a freshman at the 

University of Alabama, Maggie is a Sophomore at The Alabama School of Fine Arts, 

and Emilee is in the 5th grade at Verner Elementary.  In 2012, Robert and Angie moved 

to Birmingham and joined South Highland Presbyterian where he served in various 

capacities including a Youth Sunday School teacher and a Youth reading coach at an 

inner-city school.  In 2016, Robert and Angie returned to Tuscaloosa and rejoined 

FPC.  Robert currently serves on the Perry County Mission sub-committee as chair, and 

on the greater Missions Committee. He has also served as a Deacon, Logos table parent, 

church youth softball coach, chair of the Family Connection Committee, and Sunday 

School facilitator in the Current Events Sunday School class. Robert is an officer at 

Trustmark Bank and earned his undergraduate and MBA degrees at The University of 

Alabama.  Outside of the church, Robert has served as the Board Chair and Treasurer 

for Habitat for Humanity Tuscaloosa, Treasurer for United Cerebral Palsy of West 

Alabama, Junior Achievement class volunteer and in various roles with United Way of 

West Alabama and United Way of Central Alabama. 

 

JULIE VAUGHN has been a member of FPC since 2000.  She is married to 

Ross.  They have two adult children, Bradley and Meredith.  Julie is a pediatrician with 

Tuscaloosa Pediatrics.  She grew up in Belmont, Massachusetts but earned her 

undergraduate degree from the University of Alabama, where she was on the 

gymnastics team.  She is currently serving on the Christian Education committee at 

FPC. 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH DEACON NOMINEE 
 

EDWARD LEHMAN has been a member of FPC since 2004. Edward is the son of 

Brant and Allison Lehman, and the brother of Frances and Crawford Lehman. Edward is 

currently a junior at Northridge High School. Edward has been a member of the youth 

leadership council, participated in vacation Bible school, and is a LOGOS graduate. 

Edward has worshipped with the youth at Montreat. Edward worked and travelled with 

our church ASP program. Edward has volunteered at the community Soup Bowl, West 

Alabama Food Bank, and meals on wheels. 

 



 

ELDER NOMINEES 

 
BECKY G. COMPTON was born in Tuscaloosa and graduated from the University of 

Alabama in 1972.  She has been a member of First Presbyterian since 2005.  She is a 

member of the McCain Sunday school class, PW Circle 6, and serves as the PW 

Treasurer.  Becky has previously served as a Deacon and Elder, serving on the Deacon 

Care, Finance, and Worship committees.  She has also served on the Officer 

Nominating committee as well as the search committees for Music Director and 

Organist.  Her most recent volunteer position, that has been so much fun, was working 

on the History Committee for our 200th Anniversary. 

 

AMY ECHOLS has been a member of First Presbyterian church for 30 years. During 

that time, she has served as a co-Sunday School teacher for elementary and middle 

school youth, a volunteer with various youth programs and has served as the chair of the 

Educational Committee. Amy traveled with the church to the Holy Land and the 

Footsteps of Paul in Greece. She and son Chris Gattozzi were part of one of the mission 

teams to Tumatuma Hospital in Kenya. Amy has previously served as an elder, deacon, 

and covenant partner, and is member of the McCain Sunday School Class. Originally 

from Montgomery, Amy is the Executive Director of Kentuck Art Center and Festival 

and has one son, Chris (& Sassy) Gattozzi, and three grandchildren also attending First 

Presbyterian Church.   

 

LEE ANNE FORD from Paducah, KY was baptized as a baby and confirmed at age 15 

in the Presbyterian Church.  She has always been involved in church life from youth 

group, acolyte, Sunday school classes, nursery volunteer and deacon.  She has been a 

member of FPC Tuscaloosa since 2001.  Lee Anne has one son, Alex, 16, who was 

baptized as a baby and completed confirmation last Spring at FPC Tuscaloosa. 

 

LES FOWLER joined FPC in 2009. He is married to Amanda, and they have five 

children, Bayley  (Jordan), Beau (Megan), Blair, Braden (Sara), and Feeney Marie (8). 

He retired in 2019 after practicing Orthopaedic Surgery in Tuscaloosa for 35 years. 

Both he and Amanda grew up in Hartselle, Alabama. Les earned his undergraduate 

degree at the University of Alabama. He then attended medical school at the University 

of Alabama, Birmingham and completed his Orthopaedic Residency at Wake Forest. He 

is a member of the Bible 101 Sunday School class and is currently enrolled in the 

Master of Theological Studies program at Samford University. 

 



SHELLEY HANCOCK has been a member since 1995. She and Dexter have two 

daughters, Emily, and Elizabeth.  As a retired dietitian and nutrition teacher, her 

activities at the church often center around food.  She teaches the Fellowship Sunday 

School class and serves as Bible study leader for two circles. Her other hobby is the 

piano, and she accompanies the Cherub and Lyric children’s choirs and has played for 

First Pres Deutsch since it began.  On the Presbytery level, she serves on the 

Commission for Preparation for Ministry.  

 

KARL HARBIN has been a member at First Presbyterian since 1986.  He is married to 

Mary Jane.  They had two children but sadly lost Allison in a motor vehicle accident 

when she was 16.  Their son Sayres will be getting married this year to Jessica 

Hocutt.  Karl is an Ob/Gyn physician with Partlow Harbin Poist Ob/Gyn MD PC.  He 

has served several times as Deacon and Elder. He serves as an Usher.  

 

MIKE HENDERSON has been a member of FPC since 2001. He and his late wife 

Cindy have two sons, David who is married to Kathlyn with their son Killian, and 

Edward married to Jensen with their daughter Allie. He recently retired from the 

Tuscaloosa County Engineering Department after 40 years of service. Mike has 

previously served as Chair of the Diaconate, and two terms as an Elder. His committee 

work has included Strengthening of the Church, Deacon Care, Building and Grounds, 

Finance, Long Range Planning, as well as several Task Forces. He is a member of the 

McCain Sunday School class. Mike volunteers with Habitat for Humanity, Living 

River, the Kentuck Art Festival, the Local Emergency Planning Committee and Boy 

Scouts. 

 

RICHARD HENRY has been a member of First Presbyterian Church since 2010. He 

and his wife Jana are members of the Balancing Faith Sunday School class and Richard 

attends the Men’s Lunch Bible Study. Sally and Thomas have both attended First Pres 

Preschool and Logos. Richard owns Druid City Properties, a commercial real estate 

investment and property management firm. 

 

VICKI HOLT has been a member of FPC for 45 years. She and her husband Cal have 

two adult children, Justin (Dana) Holt, and Callan (Scott) Johnson and three 

grandchildren, Spencer Holt, Molly Ruth and Maggie Johnson. Vicki is a retired 

elementary teacher and literacy specialist, and currently works as the Coordinator of 

Educational Outreach for the Honors College at UA. She is also instrumental with the 

creation and development of Reading Allies. Vicki has served the church over the years 

as deacon, elder, Sunday School teacher, Bible School director, member and chair of the 

preschool board, Logos table parent, children’s choir helper, youth leader. She currently 

serves on the Worship Committee and as a member of the adult choir for the past 37 

years. 



 
SCOTT TAYLOR has been a member of FPC since 2000. He and his wife, Kristie, 

have two daughters, Kat (14) and Mary Scott (10). Scott works for Moundville 

Telephone Co. and coaches the golf team at Tuscaloosa Academy. He has previously 

served as a member of both the Session and Diaconate and currently serves on Youth 

Committee.  

 

 

 

 

  
 

YOUTH ELDER NOMINEE 
 

KATHRYN BOXMEYER was born and baptized at FPC in 2006 and has been active 

in the church since. She is currently participating in Confirmation. Her parents are John 

and Caroline Boxmeyer and she has a younger sister, Sophie. Kathryn is currently a 

Sophomore attending Northridge High School. She serves on the Youth Leadership 

Team in the role of Mission Leader.  

 

  

 

 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

LISA UNDERWOOD 

ELIZABETH JERNIGAN 


