
FPC Session Notes
Stated Meeting - November 21, 2022

Clerk’s Report: 
• FPC is in receipt of a letter from Stillman College requesting a transformative gift to restore and repurpose historic 

Winsborough Hall (built by Presbyterian Women in the early 20th century), the first female dormitory, into the 
Winsborough Living and Learning Center, a residential facility for active senior citizens on the Stillman campus.  
This letter was forwarded to Finance Committee to study.

• FPC is in receipt of the annual budget request for the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, which was passed at the 
last Presbytery meeting on November 17th. They are planning for a flat budget of $473,476 to last year. Per capita, 
however, is increasing to $27 per member, a $1.68 increase. A pledge card has been sent to FPC to confirm our level 
of mission giving for 2023 to the Presbytery. This request was forwarded to Finance Committee and will be worked 
as part of our budget process.

Membership: Deacon Care Committee put forward a list of members to Session that have indicated over the course 
of time through Deacon Care calls, PPP (Presbyterian Prayer Project) calls and other outreach from church that they 
wished to have their name removed from the rolls of FPC for a variety of reasons: moved, attend another church, etc. 
The recommendation to Session was to remove these names. Session approved the removal along with 4 requests 
currently pending to transfer membership to other churches. A discussion of the accuracy of the FPC rolls ensued. Elder 
George Miller made a motion that Session request a review of the roll of FPC, to be led by the Clerk of Session, Leanne 
Spencer, or her designee and that an accurate roll of the church membership be brought back to Session within six 
months, to the best of our ability. The motion passed.
Worship: Session approved proposed Communion dates for 2023 as well as a blanket approval granted to our Pastors 
to provide communion to homebound individuals as needed throughout the year.  
Finance: Robert Almon reported FPC was in a deficit position through October of ($54,815) but was hopeful that year 
end giving would be as strong as past trends. Finance Committee asked for Session’s approval to pursue grant monies 
potentially available through the Cares Act in the form of an Employee Retention Credit  (ERC) program. These funds 
were appropriated during COVID relief. Session approved FPC to pursue a grant. Last, Elder Almon asked for any 
remaining budget requests from committees. 
Stewardship: Emily Deal & Michael Bailey reported. As of November 21, 175 pledges had been received totaling 
$1,330,000. While proud and thankful for the 175 pledges, Rev. Bailey made the point that to achieve level funding 
to last year, and accommodate for anticipated increased staff, programming and inflationary impacts, we were going 
to need more. Budget preparations have begun and will be based upon the success of the Stewardship campaign. 
We will be fully staffed in January 2023.  
Old Business: The funding for the uniformed security officer on Sunday mornings was approved by Session at the 
July meeting for 5 months (Aug–Dec), to then be reviewed for its effectiveness. This review will occur in Jan. 2023.
New Business: Our columbarium expansion project has run into several complications & delays outside of our 
control at FPC. However, a Manual of Operations for the columbarium needs to be updated. Session approved 
a recommendation from our Pastor that a task force to update the Operations Manual be formed to consist of a 
representative designated by Building and Grounds, Worship, & Finance Committees, as well as the Pastor & Church 
Administrator. 

Monthly Financial Report

 General Pledges

October
2022

 Non-pledges

 Net Income 
  (Expense)

 Other Income
 Total Income
 Expenses

1,241,453
229,167

$0

140,046
1,610,665
1,610,664 

YTD
Budget

1,081,80
275,402 

($54,815)

113,640
1,470,844
1,525,659

YTD
Actual

(159,651)
46,235

($54,816)

(26,406)
(139,821)
(85,006)

Over
(Under)

Current Membership of FPC
1,048 as of November 21, 2022

welcoming Jan Slate & Lauren Jamison

Communion
 Next Scheduled: 
        Christmas Eve Services 

Next Session Meeting
January 23, 2023, unless required

earlier to conduct business



CONNECT, GROW,  SERVE DURING ADVENT AT FPC
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS - Pick up a copy around the church today or visit fpctusc.org/advent to learn how to get 
a copy for your tablet.

SPECIAL ADVENT SERVICES:
• Sun., Dec. 11 at 6 pm. - Carols by Candlelight
• Wed., Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. - Blue Christmas Service
• Sat., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Services at 3 p.m. (First Pres Deutsch) and 5 p.m. & 11 p.m.

M&M’s PLAY BRIDGE this Tuesday, December 6th from 9:30 a.m.-12 p.m. in the Chapel Reception Hall. 
MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST - All men are invited to join us for prayer breakfast at 7 a.m. at UPerk this Tuesday, 
December 6th.
ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET - Stop by the table in Warner Hall today or visit fpctusc.org/giftmarket. Consider 
a donation in honor of your loved one for our local mission partners - Five Horizons Health Services, High Socks for 
Hope, Phoenix House, and Tuscaloosa Angels. 
ANGEL TREE - Gifts are due back next Sunday. Be sure to check your email or fpctusc.org/angeltree for details!

VOLUNTEER AT WEST ALABAMA FOOD BANK - on Wednesday, December 7th from 5-7 p.m. Visit 
fpctusc.org/volunteer to RSVP. 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN PANTRY benefiting Turning Point - For DECEMBER, we need bath towels, wash 
cloths, and toilet paper. Place your donations on the cart in Warner Hall or at UPerk.

 -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Christmas Poinsettias
Help make our Sanctuary festive during Advent. Purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one for $15 
each by December 12th. Payment must accompany your order. The poinsettias may be picked up after the Christmas 
Eve services. Drop this form & your payment in the offering box or visit fpctusc.org/poinsettias to purchase online

Given by  ____________________________________________________________________________
in honor       in memory  (circle)

in honor/memory of ___________________________________________________________________

    ___________________________________________________________________________________

Amount Paid ($15 each)   _______   Check/Cash (circle)

 -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  

Officer Nominations
The Nominating Committee is in the process of preparing a slate of candidates for Elders and Deacons for the Class of 
2026. The office of Elder is one of servant leadership undertaken by people of wisdom and maturity of faith. Elders are 
called to discern the will of God for the church and then lead the people of God in that direction. The office of Deacon 
is one of compassion, service and sharing the redeeming love of Christ with all - but especially with those carrying 
heavy burdens. All FPC Members have the right to nominate other church members. After prayerful consideration, 
please list your nominations below and place in the offering plate. You can also visit fpctusc.org/nominations or email 
Mike Henderson (mhenderson@tuscco.com). 

Your Name:  _________________________________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________    Elder     or      Deacon

Name: ______________________________________________________________    Elder     or      Deacon

Name: ______________________________________________________________    Elder     or      Deacon


