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Gather In God’s Name

    Prelude
Creator of the Stars of Night                                  Richard Warner
The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came                          Paul Manz
O Come, O Come Emmanuel                               Charles Callahan

     Welcome and Announcements

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                        The Patton Family             
Cantor only: O come, thou Root of Jesse, free
                    thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
                    from depths of hell thy people save
                    and give them victory o’er the grave.
Leader:      Today we light the fourth Advent candle, the candle
                   of LOVE.
People:      Come, Lord Jesus, and bring us the love that only
                    you can give. Out of love you were sent to us and 
                    by love you have saved us.
ALL Sing: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to thee, O Israel!

*   Hymn 105                    People, Look East                    BESANÇON 

*   Prayer of the Day

*   Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, in this moment of honesty, hear us as we pray.  
We confess that while we are willing to receive your mercy, we 
are reluctant to extend it to others.  We are quick to speak and 
slow to listen.  We trust in ourselves and fail to obediently follow 
your ways.  We are eager to step into the spotlight, even while 
we spurn the meek and humble in heart.  Lord, though we do 
not deserve it, visit us again with your grace, mercy and love.  
Forgive us of our sins and help us to follow the faithful example 
you have given.  (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon



*  Gloria Patri                                                                         Hymn 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

                         Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children

    Prayer for Illumination  
Hymn 92, v. 1      While We are Waiting, Come               WAITING

  While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come.
  Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come. Amen.

    Scripture Reading             Matthew 1:18-25                              pg. 1
         Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                       A Good Example        Rev. Michael R. Bailey

    Respond to God’s Word
*  Hymn of Response 121   O Little Town of Bethlehem      ST. LOUIS

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer



    Offering

    Offertory Anthem                Ave Maria                         Simon Lindley
      Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum, et benedictus fructus 

ventris tui, Jesus. Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis 
peccatoribus, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; and blessed is 
the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray 

for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.
Amen.

Kathryn Grace Dockery, soprano     Sarah Quinn Richey, alto

*  Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction

*  Postlude
          Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                       Charles Callahan

             
         *Those who are able, please stand.  

Please silence cell phones during worship.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Mrs. Nancy McCain and in loving memory of Mrs. Scottie Smith and Dr. 
Charles McCain, given by Tommy and Beth Smith, Martin and Christina 
Smith, and Anna and Whit Whitfield.

Health Safety Reminder: As various colds and viruses are 
spreading around our community, please keep a few things in mind:   
hand sanitizer is available in locations throughout the church building; 
masks are always welcome, but not required; if you are not well, please 
consider watching worship from home. Thanks!


