
First Presbyterian ChurCh
of Tuscaloosa

December 12, 2021
8:45 service



Gather In God’s Name
    Prelude

Creator of the Stars of Night                                  Richard Warner
Avia                                                                    Michael Burkhardt
Rorate Caeli                                                     Jeanne Demessieux
In Dulci Jubilo                                                 Dietrich Buxtehude

     Welcome and Announcements                       Rev. Michael R. Bailey

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                Hal and Tammy Tolleson                        
Leader:   Let there be joy!
People:   Let there be joy!
Leader:    Today we light the candle of joy because there is much
                sadness and so many feel overwhelmed.   
People:   But God’s Word tells us of a coming day of joy.    
Leader:    When the wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the
                 desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus it shall
                 blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
                Lord, let us see joy in the world.
People:   Lord, let us be joy in the world.
   ALL:    Let us worship God!                                         

*   Prayer of the Day                                                                                    

*   Prayer of Confession
O Lord, our God, you have been our strength and become 
our salvation. We drink with joy at the deep well of 
your love. We have no reason to be afraid. We only have 
reasons to trust your sovereign grace. Yet in our weakness 
and shame we give into fear and become overwhelmed 
by news of doom and gloom. Even in the moments when 
your light breaks through our stubborn walls, we fail 
to give witness to your relentless love. Free us from this 
prison, Lord, and forgive our many sins. Restore to us 
the joy of our salvation and let us sing your praises for 
all to hear. (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon



*   Response              Love Has Come (verse 1)         BRING A TORCH
Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in 
the Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises: Love! Love! Born unto you,

a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

                         Proclaim God’s Word
    Word for the Children                                                                      

    Prayer for Illumination                                      
         Hymn 92, v. 1  While We are Waiting, Come                WAITING

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. Amen.

    Scripture Reading              Isaiah 12:2-6                                pg. 641
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                      The Perfect Day         Rev. Michael R. Bailey

Respond to God’s Word
*  Hymn 134                   Joy to the World                ANTIOCH

*  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church



Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In compliance with recommendations of the ADPH, masks are always 
  welcome, always appropriate, but optional for the vaccinated.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Anthem                                Advent Message                            Martin How
Come Lord Jesus, O come quickly, Amen.  The voice of him

that crieth in the wilderness, prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.

Yea, come quickly, Lord.  Amen.
Kathryn Grace Dockery, Abigail Myers, Coco Xu

Trio

* Doxology                                          OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

    Go in God’s Name
*  Charge and Benediction 

    Postlude
Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel                               Robert Powell 

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Memorials:
First Presbyterian Church for Rubye Miles, for Joy Morgan, for Leslie 
Miller, for Sarah Berry by Barbara Winstead; for Sarah Berry by Whitney 
& Almon Jamison; by Lisa Underwood; for Debbie & Jack McGuire, for 
John Snider, for Ken Lucas by Gerald & Marjorie Hudson; for Cynthia 
Ruiz-Fornells by Enrique Ruiz-Fornells; for Joy Morgan by Drew & Angela 
Hamiter; for Leslie Miller by Jean Hinton.
Music for Edward White by Gerald & Marjorie Hudson.
Missions for Sarah Berry, by Harvey & Dottie Kline.
TC Missions for Joy Morgan, for Leslie Miller by Mike & Sandy Stilson.


