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Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!

THIS WEEK AT FPC

Memorials:
Streethearts for Jan Grill by Lora & Tony Hubbard.
1820 Fund for Dot Burns by Janet & Courtney Crowder. 
Honoraria:
High Socks for Hope for David & Erin Robertson by Martha 
Robertson.

Today’s Worship

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Young Adult Men’s Bible Study
Wednesday Night Worship in Chapel
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

11:30 AM
  6:00 PM
  6:00 PM
  7:00 PM

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
M&M’s trip to Bright Star11:30 AM

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18
Worship in the Chapel
Adult Sunday School only
Hot Cocoa Fellowship
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Group

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
  5:00 PM

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
Worship in the Chapel
Advent Workshop
Sunday School
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Christmas Parties
Carols by Candlelight in the Sanctuary

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
  5:00 PM
  6:00 PM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
FPP Christmas Program  9:30 AM

Third Sunday of Advent

Sanctuary Flowers 
The wreaths on the doors are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Wayne Adams who so faithfully and lovingly placed them 
for many years, by Jean Hinton.

Health Safety Reminder: As various colds and viruses are spreading 
around our community, please keep a few things in mind:   hand sanitizer 
is available in locations throughout the church building; masks are 
always welcome, but not required; if you are not well, please consider 
watching worship from home. Thanks!

The Rose in the Sanctuary is to honor the birth of Charles Andrew 
Pruett. He was born to Megan and Harry Pruett on December 2. 
Welcoming him home are big brother Henry and big sister Margaret.



3rd Sunday of Advent
11:00 Service

  Gather In God’s Name
     Prelude

Aria                                                                          Michael Burkhardt
Rorate Caeli                                                            Jeanne Demessieux
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                             Flor Peeters

     Welcome and Announcements

     Introit                       Angels Holy, High, and Lowly         Robert J. Powell
   Angels holy, high and lowly, sing the praises of the Lord! Earth 
and sky, all living nature, praise, oh, praise the Lord!  Rock and 

high land, wood and island, place where eagle’s pride has soared,
mighty mountains, fields and fountains, praise, oh, praise the Lord!

Youth Choir

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                                  The Loper Family
Choir only: O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
                    Our spirits by Thine advent here;
                    Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
                   And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Leader:      Today we light the third advent candle, the candle of JOY
People:      Come, Lord Jesus, and bring us the joy that only you 
                   can give. Your presence fills our hearts with joy 
                    overflowing.
ALL Sing: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to thee, O Israel!

*   Processional Hymn 104      O Lord, How Shall I Meet You                
VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN

*   Prayer of the Day   

*   Prayer of Confession 
Merciful God, you call us to rejoice always, but we would 
rather focus on the things in our life that do not go our way. 
You call us to pray without ceasing, but we go days, weeks, and 
months without approaching you in prayer. You call us to give 
thanks in all circumstances, but our thankfulness is fleeting, 
because we think we deserve more. You call us to hold fast to 
what is good, while we hold fast to sinful ways of thinking and 
acting. Forgive us, O God, and return us to the path you have 
set before us.  (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon

*   Response                           He Came Down                   
      (Cantor sings it the first time, Congregation joins the second time through.)

He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;
He came down that we may have joy;

Hallelujah forevermore.

*   Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children
After the Word for the Children, a Pastor will walk any children Pre-K3 and 
younger not attending Godly Play to childcare. If you have not signed in with 

childcare, you must accompany your child to sign them in.

   Prayer for Illumination                                                        
Hymn 92, v. 1      While We are Waiting, Come                      WAITING

While we are waiting, come;
While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come. Amen.

   Scripture Reading              Luke 1:46b-55  pg. 57                   Dee Hamner
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                                     A Song of Faith              Rev. Andy Spaulding

 Respond to God’s Word

*  Hymn of Response 611    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee  
HYMN TO JOY

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church 

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Offering

    Offertory Anthem            Comfort Ye My People                      Dan Locklair
Comfort ye my people, speak ye peace, thus saith our God; comfort 

those who sit in darkness mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load. 

Speak ye to Jerusalem of the peace that waits for them; tell 
her that her sins I cover, and her warfare now is over. 

Hark! The voice of one that crieth in the desert far and near, 
calling us to new repentance since the kingdom now is here.

Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; let the 
valleys rise to meet him, and the hills bow down to greet him. 

Make ye straight what long was crooked, make the rougher places 
plain; let your hearts be true and humble, as befits his holy reign. 

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; and 
all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken.

  Go in God’s Name

*  Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*  Prayer of Dedication

*  Sending Hymn 100    My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout
STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

*  Charge and Benediction

*  Benediction Response     Watchman, Tell Us of the Night     Joseph Parry
Watchman, tell us of the night, what its signs of promise are.
Traveler, what a wondrous sight: see that glory-beaming star.

Watchman, does its beauteous ray news of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day, promised day of Israel. 

    Postlude
        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                         Robert Powell

             
         *Those who are able, please stand.  

Please silence cell phones during worship.


