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Gather In God’s Name
    Prelude

Advent Voluntary                                                William D Gudger
Savior of the Nations, Come                                            J. S. Bach
“Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us                         J. S. Bach

     Welcome and Announcements                       Rev. Michael R. Bailey

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                    
Leader:    Let there be hope!
People:   Let there be hope!
Leader:    Today we light the candle of hope because bad news
                in the world seems to so often outweigh the good.  
People:   But God’s Word tells us of a coming day of hope.  
Leader:    For surely I know the plans I have for you, plans for 
                your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
                with hope.
                Lord, let us see hope in the world.
People:   Lord, let us be hope in the world.
   ALL:    Let us worship God!                                         

*   Prayer of the Day                                               
God of Hope, as we enter this season of waiting, we confess 
our impatience. We cling to immediate expectations and 
grow despondent with delay. Our on-demand lifestyle 
has clouded our ability to see Your actions in this world. 
Relieve us of these expectations. Open our eyes to the 
ways You are moving in the here-and-now. Give us the 
strength to hold onto hope as we begin the journey to 
Bethlehem. (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon

*   Response                Love Has Come (verse 1)         BRING A TORCH
Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in 
the Bethlehem skies. See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;

hear their song of joy arises: Love! Love! Born unto you,
a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.



                         Proclaim God’s Word
    Word for the Children                                                                      

    Prayer for Illumination 
         Hymn 92, v. 1  While We are Waiting, Come                WAITING

While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. Amen.

    Scripture Reading             Jeremiah 33:14-16                         pg. 738
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon            The Inevitability of Hope         Rev. Andy Spaulding

Respond to God’s Word
*  Hymn 82          Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus       HYFRYDOL

*  Affirmation of Faith: Confession of 1967         
Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ culminate 
in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom represents the 
triumph of God over all that resist God’s will and disrupts 
God’s creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment 
in the world, stirring hope in all and preparing the world 
to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With 
an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself 
to present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not 
identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on 
earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment 
and defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all 
partial achievement to the final triumph of God. Amen

    Concerns of the Church

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Anthem         The Eyes of All Wait Upon Thee    Robert Edward Smith
The eyes of all wait upon thee, and thou givest them their
meat in due season.  Thou op’nest thy hand and satisfieth
the desire of ev’ry living thing.  The Lord is righteous in
all his ways, and holy in all his works.  The Lord is nigh

to all that call upon him in truth.  My mouth shall speak the
praise of the Lord and let all flesh bless his holy name forever.

Kathryn Grace Dockery, Marjorie Johnston, Laura Pritchard
Trio



Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In compliance with recommendations of the ADPH, masks are always 
  welcome, always appropriate, but optional for the vaccinated.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

* Doxology                                   OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

    Go in God’s Name
*  Charge and Benediction 

    Postlude
Wachet Auf, Ruft Uns Die Stimme                       Emma Lou Diemer

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in loving 
memory of Alex and Mary Elsie Pow, Bill and Carolyn Jordan and Lois 
Bolton, by Margaret Pow, Bill and Rebecca Pow, Tommy and Dodi Pow 
and their families.

Memorials:
First Presbyterian Church for Betty Jackson by Jan Miller Warren; for Joy 
Morgan by Gina & Jim Johnson.
Missions for Rubye Miles by Lora & Tony Hubbard.
Youth Fund for Joy Morgan by Babs McCurley.
Honoraria:
Youth Fund for Robert & Jacqueline Morgan by Babs McCurley. 


