
First Sunday of Advent

First Presbyterian ChurCh
of Tuscaloosa

November 27, 2022
8:45 service



Gather In God’s Name

    Prelude
Advent Voluntary                                               William D. Gudger
Savior of the Nations, Come                                            J. S. Bach
My Lord! What a Morning                               Richard Billingham

     Welcome and Announcements

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                 Richard and Ashley Hull                                                                                         
Cantor only: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
                     And ransom captive Israel,
                    That mourns in lonely exile here 
                    Until the Son of God appear. 
Leader:      Today we light the first Advent candle, the candle of 
                   HOPE.
People:      Come, Lord Jesus, and bring us the hope that only
                   you can give.  Your word gives us hope that with 
                   you all things are possible.
ALL Sing: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to thee, O Israel!

*   Hymn 82          Come, Thou Long - Expected Jesus          HYFRYDOL

*   Prayer of the Day

*   Prayer of Confession
While we ask, Lord, for a most meaningful Advent season, 
we sadly confess having done so little with so much. Forgive 
us Lord, for not bending the knee, for not reading your 
Word, for not searching our hearts, for not sharing our gifts, 
for not facing our sins. Forgive us according to your tender 
mercies, O God. Grant that when Christmas morning breaks 
for us this year, we may have a fresh sense of your presence 
and a renewed resolve to live as you desire.  Ready us for 
that day.   (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon



*  Gloria Patri                                                                         Hymn 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

                         Proclaim God’s Word
    Word for the Children

    Prayer for Illumination  
Hymn 92, v. 1      While We are Waiting, Come               WAITING

  While we are waiting, come; While we are waiting, come.
  Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, While we are waiting, come. Amen.

    Scripture Reading          Matthew 24:36-44                             pg. 27
         Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                                 Surprise!           Rev. Michael R. Bailey

    Respond to God’s Word
*  Hymn of Response 360   Christ is Coming!     UNSER HERRSCHER

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church 

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer



    Offering

    Offertory Anthem    Zion Hears the Watchmen Singing 
J.S. Bach, arr. John Shannon

Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her heart with joy
is springing; she wakes, she rises from her gloom; for her
Lord comes down all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth

victorious. Her star is ris’n; her Light is come. Ah, come, thou
blessed One, God’s own beloved Son: Alleluia! We follow till 

the halls we see, where thou hast bid us sup with thee.
Alissa Plenzler, soprano
Marjorie Johnston, flute

*  Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction

*  Postlude
          “Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us            Emma Lou Diemer

             

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in honor of 
Mrs. Nancy McCain and in loving memory of Mrs. Scottie Smith and Dr. 
Charles McCain, given by Tommy and Beth Smith, Martin and Christina 
Smith, and Anna and Whit Whitfield.

Health Safety Reminder: As various colds and viruses are 
spreading around our community, please keep a few things in mind:   
hand sanitizer is available in locations throughout the church building; 
masks are always welcome, but not required; if you are not well, please 
consider watching worship from home. Thanks!


