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Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!

THIS WEEK AT FPC

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30
Young Adult Men’s Bible Study
Pageat Rehearsal
Gather @ The Table
Wednesday Night Worship in Chapel
Youth Small Groups
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

11:30 AM
  3:00 PM
  5:30 PM
  6:00 PM
  6:00 PM  
  6:00 PM
  7:00 PM

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1
Sanctuary & Youth Choirs Caroling for 
Assisted Living

  5:00 PM

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
Worship in the Chapel
Sunday School 
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Handbells & Choir
Youth Group

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
  4:15 PM
  5:00 PM

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27
Worship in the Chapel
Adult & Youth Sunday School only
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Handbells & Choir

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
  4:15 PM

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
Pageant/Lessons & Carols Dress Rehearsal  1:00 PM

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP BULLETINS & WORKSHEETS for 
ages 3-12 are available. Pick one up at each entrance to the Sanctuary.

GODLY PLAY is available for Pre-K4, Kindergarten, and 1st grade during 
11 a.m. Worship (following the children’s message). Masks welcome. This 
week’s leaders - Story Teller: Lane Sims, Door Keeper: Lora Hubbard

YOUTH HANDBELLS & CHOIR gather at 4:15 p.m. for rehearsal.

CONNECT, GROW,  SERVE DURING ADVENT AT FPC
ADVENT DEVOTIONALS - Pick up a copy around the church today or 
visit fpctusc.org/advent to learn how to get a copy for your tablet.

GATHER AT THE TABLE - Join us Wednesday, Nov. 30th for dinner at 
5:30 p.m. in the Dining Room followed by decorating Christmas cookies. 
The cost for dinner is $5 per person. Reservations required by noon on 
Monday (tomorrow). This week’s menu: Strawberry Salad, Beef Vegetable 
Soup and Double Noodle Chicken Noodle Soup, Cinnamon Pears & 
Peaches, Cornbread, and Vanilla Sheet Cake with Cream Cheese Pecan 
Frosting. Make your reservation and learn more at fpctusc.org/gather

SPECIAL ADVENT SERVICES:
• Sun., Dec. 4 - 11 a.m. - Christmas Pageant & Service of Lessons & Carols
• Sun., Dec. 11 at 6 pm. - Carols by Candlelight
• Wed., Dec. 14 at 6 p.m. - Blue Christmas Service
• Sat., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Services

at 3 p.m. (First Pres Deutsch) and 5 p.m. & 11 p.m.

ANGEL TREE - It’s time to adopt local children in need for Christmas this 
year. Visit fpctusc.org/angeltree now to adopt an angel and to learn more! 
This year the overwhelming majority of our angels are part of a sibling set. 
Please consider adopting sibling pair or even partner with a friend or group 
to adopt a set of 3-4 siblings. Gifts are due back by Sunday, December 11th.

ALTERNATIVE GIFT MARKET - Stop by the table in Warner Hall 
today or visit fpctusc.org/giftmarket. Consider a donation in honor of your 
loved one of our local mission partners - Five Horizons Health Services, 
High Socks for Hope, Phoenix House, and Tuscaloosa Angels. 

VOLUNTEER AT WEST ALABAMA FOOD BANK - on Wed., Dec. 7th 
from 5-7 p.m. RSVP to the church office to help sort & pack food items. 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS - The Nominating Committee is in the process 
of preparing a slate of candidates for Elders & Deacons for the Class of 2026. 
Please visit fpctusc.org/nominations to make your nominations today!

 -   -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Christmas Poinsettias

Help make our Sanctuary festive during Advent. Purchase a poinsettia 
in memory or in honor of a loved one for $15 each by December 12th. 
Payment must accompany your order. The poinsettias may be picked up 
after the Christmas Eve services. Drop this form & your payment in the 
offering box today or visit fpctusc.org/poinsettias to purchase online

Given by ______________________________________________
in honor       in memory  (circle)

in honor/memory of ____________________________________
    ____________________________________________________
Amount Paid ($15 each)   _______   Check/Cash (circle)

First Sunday of Advent



1st Sunday of Advent
11:00 Service

  Gather In God’s Name
     Prelude

Advent Voluntary                                                     William D. Gudger
Savior of the Nations, Come                                                   J. S. Bach
My Lord! What a Morning                                      Richard Billingham

     Welcome and Announcements

     Introit              Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn    Marty Haugen
   Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, for angels herald its

  dawning.  Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, behold! the Child of 
   our longing.  Come as a baby weak and poor, to bring all hearts

    together, he opens wide the heavenly door and lives now inside us forever.

*   Advent Candle Liturgy                                   Frazier and Mary Leci Hull                                                                                               
Choir only: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
                     And ransom captive Israel,
                    That mourns in lonely exile here 
                    Until the Son of God appear. 
Leader:      Today we light the first Advent candle, the candle of HOPE.
People:      Come, Lord Jesus, and bring us the hope that only you
                   can give.  Your word gives us hope that with you all
                   things are possible.
ALL Sing: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
                   Shall come to thee, O Israel!

*   Processional Hymn 82  Come, Thou Long - Expected Jesus    HYFRYDOL

*   Prayer of the Day   

*   Prayer of Confession 
While we ask, Lord, for a most meaningful Advent season, 
we sadly confess having done so little with so much. Forgive 
us Lord, for not bending the knee, for not reading your 
Word, for not searching our hearts, for not sharing our 
gifts, for not facing our sins. Forgive us according to your 
tender mercies, O God. Grant that when Christmas morning 
breaks for us this year, we may have a fresh sense of your 
presence and a renewed resolve to live as you desire.  Ready 
us for that day. (A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*   Assurance of Pardon

*   Response                           He Came Down                   
      (Cantor sings it the first time, Congregation joins the second time through.)

He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope;
He came down that we may have hope;

 Hallelujah forevermore.

*   Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children
After the Word for the Children, a Pastor will walk any children Pre-K3 and 
younger not attending Godly Play to childcare. If you have not signed in with 

childcare, you must accompany your child to sign them in.

   Prayer for Illumination                                                        
Hymn 92, v. 1      While We are Waiting, Come                      WAITING

While we are waiting, come;
While we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel,

While we are waiting, come. Amen.

   Scripture Reading              Matthew 24:36-44  pg. 27      Shelley Hancock
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                                        Surprise!                  Rev. Michael R. Bailey

 Respond to God’s Word

*  Hymn of Response 360      Christ is Coming!          UNSER HERRSCHER

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day 
He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church 

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Offering

    Offertory Anthem                I Wanna Be Ready                    arr. James Miller
I wanna be ready to put on my long, white robe.  I would not be a sinner, 
I’ll tell you the reason why, ‘cause if my Lord should call on me, Lord, 

I wouldn’t be ready to die.  I would not be a gambler, I’ll tell you the reason
why, ‘cause if my Lord should call on me, Lord, I wouldn’t be ready to die.

Dee Hamner, tenor
Sanctuary Choir

  Go in God’s Name

*  Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*  Prayer of Dedication

*  Sending Hymn 93    Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates            TRURO

*  Charge and Benediction

*  Benediction Response     A Stable Lamp Is Lighted                David Hurd
A stable lamp is lighted whose glow shall wake the sky; the stars 

shall bend their voices, and every stone shall cry.  And every stone
shall cry, and straw like gold shall shine; a barn shall harbor

heaven, a stall become a shrine.

    Postlude
        “Sleepers, Wake!” A Voice Astounds Us                     Emma Lou Diemer

             
         *Those who are able, please stand.  

Please silence cell phones during worship.

Sanctuary Flowers 
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in 
loving memory of Alex and Mary Elsie Pow, Bill and Carolyn Jordan 
and Lois Bolton, by Margaret Pow, Bill and Rebecca Pow, Tommy and 
Dodi Pow and their families.

The Rose in the Sanctuary is to honor the birth of Kathryn “Kate” 
Caldwell Hoyt. She was born to Blair and Austin Hoyt on November  14. 

Health Safety Reminder: As various colds and viruses are spreading 
around our community, please keep a few things in mind:   hand sanitizer 
is available in locations throughout the church building; masks are 
always welcome, but not required; if you are not well, please consider 
watching worship from home. Thanks!


