
First Presbyterian ChurCh
of Tuscaloosa

First Presbyterian Church is a community of faith which 
seeks to glorify God and faithfully follow Jesus Christ. 
We do this by intentionally creating and encouraging 

opportunities to Connect, Grow and Serve.

ocTober 31, 2021
8:45 service



Gather In God’s Name
    Prelude

Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, der von uns den Zorn Gottes wand
 J.S. Bach

Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele                                            J.S. Bach

     Welcome and Announcements                           Rev. Emily Frandsen

*   Call to Worship                                              Rev. Lou Ann Sellers         
Leader:   This commandment is first of all: Hear, O Israel: the 
                 Lord our God, the Lord is one; 
People:    you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
                 heart, and with all your soul, and with all your
                 mind, and with all your strength. 
Leader:    The second commandment is this: You shall love your
                neighbor as yourself.
People:   There is no other commandment greater than these.
   ALL:    Let us worship God.                            Mark 12:29-31

*   Prayer of the Day                                               

*   Prayer of Confession
Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed; we 
have not loved you with all of our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
Our hearts ache for our selfish desires when they should 
be aching for your people and your creation. We neglect 
the wellbeing of our souls when we should be nourishing 
our souls with your Word and your promises. Our minds 
are filled with to-do lists and hurtful narratives that 
turn us away from you. And our strength is misused to 
manipulate and control others, even though you call us 
to follow your example of practicing loving mercy and 
grace in this world. We want to love our neighbors the 
way we love ourselves but that feels like too much to ask 
when we don’t make time to love ourselves in our busy 
schedules. Make us into people who hunger and thirst for 
a life under these two most important commandments. 
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)



*   Assurance of Pardon

*   Song of Praise            Glorious Is Thy Name           B.B. McKinney
Blessed Savior, we adore Thee, we Thy love and grace 
proclaim; Thou art mighty, Thou art holy, glorious is 
Thy matchless name! Glorious is Thy name, O Lord!

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

                         Proclaim God’s Word
    Word for the Children                                       

    Prayer for Illumination                                    Rev. Andy Spaulding

    Scripture Reading                                                            Ruth 1:1-18
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                              Risky Faith              Rev. Emily Frandsen

Respond to God’s Word
    Anthem                            Christ Be with Me                        K. Lee Scott

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me,
Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me,

Christ to comfort and restore me.  Amen.
Vicki Holt, Sarah Quinn Richey, Kristi Thomson,

Gaines Brake, Danny Potts
Quintet

*  Affirmation of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism, 4.001
Our only comfort, in life and death, is that we belong— 
body and soul, in life and in death— not to ourselves but 
to our faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his 
own blood has fully paid for all our sins and has completely 
freed us from the dominion of the devil; that he protects 
us so well that without the will of our Father in heaven 
not a hair can fall from our heads; indeed, that everything 
must fit his purpose for our salvation. Therefore, by his 
Holy Spirit, he also assures us of eternal life, and makes us 
wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.



Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In accordance with CDC recommendations, all vaccinated worshippers 
  are invited to remove their masks. Those not fully vaccinated are expected
  to wear masks.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

Concerns of the Church                                    

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

    Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction 

    Postlude
Wir glauben all an einen Gott                                             J.S. Bach

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in memory of 
grandparents Kuria Macaria, Tabitha Kuria, Paul Kiruki and Cecilia Kiruki 
and in honor of Rev. Dr. Mr. and Mrs. Kuria by children Timothy, Paul, Cece, 
Grace, Tabitha and granddaughter Abby Lucy.

The Rose in the Sanctuary is to honor the birth of Anne Moore 
McNeill. She was born to Caroline and Case McNeill on October 22. 
Welcoming Anne home is proud big brother Price, uncle and aunt Burns 
and Virginia McNeil, and proud grandparents Jeff and Teresa McNeill.


