
Today’s Worship

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in  
memory of grandparents Kuria Macaria, Tabitha Kuria, Paul Kiruki and 
Cecilia Kiruki and in honor of Rev. Dr. Mr. and Mrs. Kuria by children 
Timothy, Paul, Cece, Grace, Tabitha and granddaughter Abby Lucy.
 

Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In accordance with CDC recommendations, all vaccinated worshippers 
  are invited to remove their masks. Those not fully vaccinated are 
  expected  to wear masks.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

First Presbyterian Church
900 Greensboro Avenue

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401
Telephone:  205-752-3531   Fax: 205-752-3885 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 31
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday School
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Lemonade in the Garden
Trunk or Treat

  

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
12:00 PM
  2:00 PM 

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!

First Presbyterian Church Staff
Rev. Michael R. Bailey, Pastor

Rev. Lou Ann Sellers, Assoc. Pastor for Congregational Care & Mission 
Rev. Andy Spaulding, Assoc. Pastor of Campus Ministries
Rev. Emily Frandsen, Assoc. Pastor for Faith Formation
Rev. Rachel Winter, Interim Director of Youth Ministries

Rev. Dr. Thomas Herwig, Parish Associate
Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music

Jason Pedeaux, Organist 

Memorials:
Children’s Ministry for Debbie McGuire by Doris Ashton; for Debbie & 
Jack McGuire by Senator & Mrs. Richard Shelby.
Clean Water Project for John Snider by Susie Allison, by Myra Warren, 
by Dr. & Mrs. R.C. Houts.
Community Soup Bowl for John Snider, for Debbie & Jack McGuire by 
Marla & Roger Sayers.
First Presbyterian Church for Debbie & Jack McGuire, for Craig 
Williams, for Fuller Goldsmith by Beth Curtis; for Craig Williams by 
Senator & Mrs. Richard Shelby, by Libby & Bob Shaw; for John Snider 
by Shelley Jones.
Ruffin Rose Garden for Debbie McGuire by Betty Hurt.
Tuscaloosa County Missions for Debbie McGuire by Rhonda Lee.
Honoraria:
Children’s Ministry for Emily Frandsen by Lora & Tony Hubbard.
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First Presbyterian Church is a community of faith which 
seeks to glorify God and faithfully follow Jesus Christ. 
We do this by intentionally creating and encouraging 

opportunities to Connect, Grow and Serve.

Godly Play
Door Keeper: Paige Mize

Story Teller: Jensen Henderson

The Rose in the Sanctuary is to honor the birth of Anne Moore 
McNeill. She was born to Caroline and Case McNeill on October 23. 
Welcoming Anne home is proud big brother Price, uncle and aunt Burns 
and Virginia McNeil, and proud grandparents Jeff and Teresa McNeill.

Music Notes - by Dr. James H. Cook
Today’s organ voluntaries were chosen in recognition of Reformation 
Sunday.  The prelude is in four distinct parts, each one corresponding to a 
separate line of the chorale. The first section is very solid (almost stodgy), 
while the second has interesting “turns aside” in the form of frequent leaps 
in the accompanying voices. The third section is particularly noticeable for 
the bitter “pain and death” of chromatic dissonances everywhere, and the 
fourth second is almost like a hallelujah in the many fast ascending scales.  
Here’s a composite translation. 

Jesus Christ our Savior,
Who freed us from the wrath of God,
By His bitter grief and death
Saved us from the pains of Hell.

The climactic ending to Bach’s treatment of Jesus Christ, our Savior will be 
followed by his more contemplative and prayerful setting of Deck thyself 
O Soul, with gladness as we prepare for the beginning of worship. 
The postlude is only one of Bach’s organ treatments of the chorale whose 
text is Martin Luther’s poetic paraphrase of the Nicene Creed. This is one 
is sometimes called the “Giant’s Fugue” because of the striding figure in 
the pedal that keeps interrupting a three-voice fugue in the manuals.



Gather In God’s Name
11:00 Service

    Prelude
Jesus Christus, unser Heiland, der von uns den Zorn Gottes wand

 J.S. Bach
Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele                                                   J.S. Bach

     Welcome and Announcements                              Rev. Michael R. Bailey

     Introit                              Rejoice in the Lord                       John Horman
Rejoice in the Lord, again I say, rejoice! 

Sanctuary Choir

*   Call to Worship                                                      
Leader:    This commandment is first of all: Hear, O Israel: the 
                 Lord our God, the Lord is one;  
People:     you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
                 and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and 
                 with all your strength.  
Leader:     The second commandment is this: You shall love your
                 neighbor as yourself.
People:    There is no other commandment greater than these.
   ALL:     Let us worship God.                          Mark 12:29-31

*   Prayer of the Day                                          

*   Prayer of Confession               
Almighty God, we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed; we have not loved you with 
all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength; we have not loved our 
neighbor as ourselves. Our hearts ache for our selfish desires when 
they should be aching for your people and your creation. We neglect 
the wellbeing of our souls when we should be nourishing our souls 
with your Word and your promises. Our minds are filled with to-do 
lists and hurtful narratives that turn us away from you.  And our 
strength is misused to manipulate and control others, even though 
you call us to follow your example of practicing mercy and grace in 
this world. We want to love our neighbors the way we love ourselves 
but that feels like too much to ask when we don’t make time to love 
ourselves in our busy schedules. Make us into people who hunger 
and thirst for a life under these two most important commandments.
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*  Assurance of Pardon

*  Gloria Patri        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Paul M. Vasile 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, 
whose grace has pardoned me, and to the Spirit, whose 
love has set me free.  As it was in the beginning, is now 

and ever shall be. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen. World without end,
without end. Amen. World without end, without end. Amen.
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

Sanctuary Choir

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word
   Word for the Children                                                Rev. Lou Ann Sellers                                                                    
   Prayer for Illumination                                               Rev. Andy Spaulding

   Scripture Reading                                                                      Ruth 1:1-18
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

   Sermon                                    Risky Faith                 Rev. Emily Frandsen

Respond to God’s Word
   Anthem                             Canticle of the Turning                arr. John Ferguson

My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the 

one who waits. You fixed your sight on the servant’s plight,
and my weakness you did not spurn, so from east to west

shall my name be blest. Could the world be about to turn?
Refrain:  My heart shall sing of the day you bring.

Let the fires of your justice burn. Wipe away all tears,
for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.

Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me.
And your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of 

the age to be.  Your very name puts the proud to shame,
and those who would for you yearn, you will show your might,
put the strong to flight, for the world is about to turn. (Refrain)

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be 
left on stone.  Let the king beware for your justice tears every 
tyrant from his throne.  The hungry poor shall weep no more,

for the food they can never earn; there are tables spread, 
ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. (Refrain)
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who 

holds us fast: God’s mercy must deliver us from the 
conqueror’s crushing grasp. This saving word that our 

forbears heard is the promise that holds us bound, ‘Til the
spear and rod be crushed by God, who is turning the 

world around. (Refrain)
 Sanctuary Choir

* Doxology                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
Sanctuary Choir

*  Affirmation of Faith: Heidelberg Catechism, 4.001
Our only comfort, in life and death, is that we belong— body and 
soul, in life and in death— not to ourselves but to our faithful 
Savior, Jesus Christ, who at the cost of his own blood has fully paid 
for all our sins and has completely freed us from the dominion 
of the devil; that he protects us so well that without the will of 
our Father in heaven not a hair can fall from our heads; indeed, 
that everything must fit his purpose for our salvation. Therefore, 
by his Holy Spirit, he also assures us of eternal life, and makes 
us wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him.

    Concerns of the Church                                             

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

       Go in God’s Name

*   Charge and Benediction 

*   Benediction Response          Christ Be with Me                    K. Lee Scott
Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, 
Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 

Christ to comfort and restore me.  Amen.
Vicki Holt, Sarah Quinn Richey, Kristi Thomson,

Gaines Brake, Danny Potts
Quintet

*   Postlude
Wir glauben all an einen Gott                                                 J.S. Bach

Jim Cook, Guest Organist

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.


