
Today’s Worship

Sanctuary Flowers
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God and in honor 
of our children and grandchildren, Justin, Dana, Spencer Holt and Callan, 
Scott, Molly Ruth, Maggie Johnson, by Cal and Vicki Holt.

Special Offering
To donate to the Hurrican Ida Recovery, please go to the link on the church 
website www.fpctusc.org or make a check to First Presbyterian Church & 
use the special offering envelope located on the side of the offering box.
 

Scan our QR code with your smartphone to pull up today’s bulletin 
 Directions:
- Open your camera on your phone & scan code on right.
- Click the link that pops up on your screen to view 
   bulletin right from your phone.

Health Safety Reminders for Worship
- In accordance with CDC recommendations, we request that everyone
  (2 years old and up) wear a mask while indoors at FPC.
- Continue “no touch” practices: 

* fill out the yellow attendance card and drop in the offering box
* drop offering in the box as you exit
* sanitize hands often

Thank you for your cooperation!

First Presbyterian Church
900 Greensboro Avenue

Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401
Telephone:  205-752-3531   Fax: 205-752-3885 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Sunday School
Confirmation Class in the Chapel
First Pres Deutsch
Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Youth Handbells & Choir
Youth Group    

  8:45 AM
  9:45 AM
  9:45 AM
11:00 AM
11:00 AM
  4:30 PM
  5:00 PM

The Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11:00 a.m. on Comcast Cable TV, 
Channel 21. The previous Sunday’s service is re-broadcast at 9:00 a.m. on 

Sundays on WVUA Ch. 7, Ch. 3 (Comcast Cable), Ch. 4 (Charter Cable) and 
7/Wireless One Ch. 52. You can also view our livestream on our YouTube 

channel: FPCTuscaloosaVideo during the 11:00 a.m. service.

Welcome, Guests!
We extend a warm welcome to you as you worship with us this morning.
If you have any questions or concerns where we might serve you, please 
feel free to speak with one of the ministers as you leave the Sanctuary 
today. If you wish to inquire about programs or Sunday School classes 
offered at First Presbyterian Church, you may call the church office 
or visit our website at www.fpctusc.org. Thank you for visiting with us!

First Presbyterian Church Staff
Rev. Michael R. Bailey, Pastor

Rev. Lou Ann Sellers, Assoc. Pastor for Congregational Care & Mission 
Rev. Andy Spaulding, Assoc. Pastor of Campus Ministries

Emily Frandsen, Assoc. Pastor for Faith Formation
Rev. Rachel Winter, Interim Director of Youth Ministries

Rev. Dr. Thomas Herwig, Parish Associate
Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music

Jason Pedeaux, Organist 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope, we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful and let us consider how we may spur one 

another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting…
but let us encourage one another…     from Hebrews 10:24-25

We ask that you re-engage and persevere – look beyond
the turmoil of this moment and recognize that our 
Lord’s faithfulness is timeless.  Please make your 
pledge now with our Time, Talents, and Treasure Surveys.
You can find printed copies of the survey at each exit
from the Sanctuary. You can also scan this code or visit
www.fpctusc.org/re-engage to fill it out online.

Memorials:
First Presbyterian Church for Bonnie Jones by John & Kathy Kelley; for 
Cindy Henderson by Tommy & Molly Snow; for Betty Jackson by Mitzi 
Toxey, by Kaye & John Robb, by Jeannie & Crosby Thomley, by Beverly 
& Frank Roth, by Horace & Cynthia Stone, by Camille & Ray Brignac, by  
Pinkey Jackson & family, Samuel & Julia.
Mission for Jane Simpson by Lora & Tony Hubbard.
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First Presbyterian Church is a community of faith which 
seeks to glorify God and faithfully follow Jesus Christ. 
We do this by intentionally creating and encouraging 

opportunities to Connect, Grow and Serve.

Godly Play
Door Keeper: Lora Hubbard
Story Teller: Emily Frandsen

Communion Please be  sure to pick up a prefilled communion cup on 
your way into the sanctuary.  We will partake together later in the service.



Gather In God’s Name
11:00 Service

    Prelude
Andante Religioso                                                    Felix Mendelssohn
Schmücke dich O Liebe Seele                                                 J. S. Bach
       (Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness), BWV 654     

     Welcome and Announcements                              Rev. Michael R. Bailey

     Introit                     Now the silence Now the peace               Gerald Near
Now the silence Now the peace Now the empty hands uplifted

Now the kneeling Now the plea Now the Father’s arms in welcome
Now the hearing Now the power Now the vessel brimmed for pouring

Now the body Now the blood Now the joyful celebration
Now the wedding Now the songs Now the heart forgiven leaping

Now the Spirit’s visitation Now the Son’s epiphany
Now the Father’s blessing Now Now Now

Then the glory then the rest then the sabbath peace unbroken
then the garden then the throne then the crystal river flowing
then the splendor then the life then the new creation singing

then the marriage then the love then the feast of joy unending;
then the knowing then the light then the ultimate adventure
then the Spirit’s harvest gathered then the Lamb in majesty

then the Father’s Amen Then  Then  Then

Julie, Ellen, and Danny Potts, Trio

*   Call to Worship                                                     Rev. Lou Ann Sellers                                            
Leader:    I give you a new commandment, 
People:    that you love one another. 
Leader:     Just as I have loved you, 
People:    you also should love one another.
Leader:     By this everyone will know that you are my disciples
People:    if you have love for one another.
   ALL:     Let us love one another!  Let us worship God!

*   Prayer of the Day                                          

*   Prayer of Confession               
Gracious God, we pause to confess that we have not been the people 
you called us to be.  We have failed to abide in you as you have 
abided in us.  We have not nurtured the relationships which make 
us fruitful.  We have become disconnected from the gifts which 
sustain life.  Lord of life, forgive us, we pray.  Connect us to you 
and each other, that we may be fruitful, faithful and give you glory.   
(A pause for silent individual confession follows)

*  Assurance of Pardon

*  Gloria Patri        Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me
Paul M. Vasile 

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me, and to the Son, 
whose grace has pardoned me, and to the Spirit, whose 
love has set me free.  As it was in the beginning, is now 

and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.
Sanctuary Choir

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclaim God’s Word

   Word for the Children                                                                                        
   Prayer for Illumination                                               Rev. Andy Spaulding

   Scripture Reading                                                                      John 15:1-8
Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!

   Sermon                                      Connect                 Rev. Michael R. Bailey

Respond to God’s Word

   Anthem                       I Will Arise               arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
I will arise and go to Jesus, he will embrace me in his arms. 

In the arms of my dear Saviour, Oh! There are ten thousand charms. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet sung by flaming tongues above, 
praise the mount, I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.

Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace, 
streams of mercy never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.

Sanctuary Choir
Jason Pedeaux, Conductor

   The Sacrament of Holy Communion

   Invitation to the Lord’s Table

   Prayer of Great Thanksgiving
Leader:    The Lord be with you.
People:    And also with you.
Leader:    Lift up your hearts.
People:    We lift them to the Lord.
Leader:    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:    It is right to give our thanks and praise.

   The Lord’s Prayer

   The Words of Institution

   The Communion of the People

    Go in God’s Name

*   Charge and Benediction 

*   Benediction Response          May the God of Hope Go with Us 
 Argentine folk melody

May the God of hope go with us every day, filling all our lives with 
love and joy and peace.  May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

Praying, let us work for peace; singing, share our joy with all; 
working for a world that’s new, faithful when we hear Christ’s call. 

Sanctuary Choir

*   Postlude
Prelude in F                                                            Fanny Mendelssohn

         *Those who are able, please stand.  
Please silence cell phones during worship.


