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4th Sunday after Epiphany 

BROADCAST ONLY 

 
Gather in God’s Name 

 

   Prelude 

Blessed Are Ye, Faithful Souls                                                                                           Johannes Brahms 

Prayer                                                                                                                                        René Vierne 

Have Mercy on Me, O Lord God                                                                                                   J. S. Bach 

Andantino                                                                                                                                 Harold Darke 

 
   Welcome and Announcements 

 
   Introit                                                             Lift Up Your Heads                                                Eric H. Thiman 
  

Lift up your heads, O ye gates, even lift them up ye everlasting doors: and the King of glory  

shall come in.  Who is this King of glory?  The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
  

K. Lee Scott, Guest Conductor 

David R. O’Steen, Guest Organist 

 
*  Call to Worship 

 

Leader:    Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;  
 

People:   In the company of the upright, in the congregation  
 

Leader:   Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them.  
 

People:   Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever.  
 

Leader:   The works of his hands are faithful and just; all his precepts are trustworthy. 
  

People:   They are established forever and ever, to be performed with faithfulness and  

                uprightness.  
 

All:         Let us worship God!                                                                                                    Psalm 111 

 
*  Hymn 755                                         Alleluia! Laud and Blessing                                      WIESSE FLAGGEN 
 

Alleluia! Laud and blessing to our God, whose Word is sure; by whose grace we find redemption,  

in whose love we live secure.  Righteousness and rich compassion shall attend us all our days;  

may God’s promise to be faithful echo through our songs of praise! 
 

Alleluia! God sustains us; matchless are the gifts we share: light in darkness, hope in conflict,  

answers to our deepest prayer. Ours to give as we are given: arms to lift when others fall;  

images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 
 

Alleluia! Holy Parent, all your children now reclaim; may our lives reflect your justice,  

heirs to your most sacred name. Fill our hearts with understanding, brace our weakness  

by your might; awesome honor, born in wisdom; your great glory, our delight! 

 
*  Prayer of the Day 



*  Prayer of Confession 
 

Merciful God, we confess that we sometimes find comfort in our own arrogance. We claim to be 

a people so full of ‘knowledge’ that we leave little room for love. We confess that we too often 

rely on our own wisdom rather than seeking your guidance and counsel. We confess that we are 

quick to push others away when you call us to welcome them into our communities. We confess 

that we demand uniformity when you call us to celebrate each spark of divine uniqueness in each 

other. Forgive us, O God, and guide us to live according to your unconditional love. Teach us to 

see one another as siblings, that we may learn to live as one family. 

(A pause for silent individual confession follows.) 
 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

 

*  Gloria Patri                                                                                                                                            Hymn 581 
 

*  Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

People:   And also with you. 

 

Proclaim God’s Word 
 

    Word for the Children 
 

    Prayer for Illumination  
 

    Scripture Reading:                                      1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People:   Thanks be to God! 
 

    Sermon                                                      Vegetarian Christianity                                     Rev. Andy Spaulding 

 

Respond to God’s Word 
 

*  Hymn 15                                          All Creatures of Our God and King                   LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
 

All creatures of our God and King, lift up your voice and with us sing,  

Alleluia! Alleluia! O brother sun with golden beam, O sister moon with silver gleam,  

sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O brother wind with clouds and rain, you nurture gifts of fruit and grain.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! O sister water, flowing clear, make music for your Lord to hear.  

Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O brother fire, so warm and bright, chase off the shadows of the night.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Dear mother earth, who day by day unfolds such blessings on our way,  

sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

All who for love of God forgive, all who in pain or sorrow grieve,  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ bears your burdens and your fears; so, even in the midst of tears,  

sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

And you, most gentle sister death, waiting to hush our final breath:  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Since Christ our light has pierced your gloom, fair is the night that 

leads us home. Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble heart.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! All creatures, bless the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

 Sing praises! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



*  Affirmation of Faith: From A Brief Statement of Faith 
 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the world good 

and makes everyone equally in God’s image, of every race and people, to live as one community. 

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate 

the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and 

threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God 

acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and 

Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered 

the children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ 

of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to 

welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.  

   
   Concerns of the Church 

 

   Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
    Offertory                                                  Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                         arr. Jack Schrader 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, there is no shadow of  

turning with Thee; Thou changest not, Thy compassions, they fail not as  

Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! Morning by morning  

new mercies I see; All I have needed Thy hand hath provided—  

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, sun, moon and stars  

in their courses above, join with all nature in manifold witness to  

thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to  

cheer and to guide; Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,  

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Dee Hamner, tenor             Marjorie Johnston, piano 

 
*  Doxology                                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 
 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*  Prayer of Dedication 



Go in God’s Name 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

       

*  Benediction Response                                 It Is Well with My Soul                                      arr. Phillip P. Bliss 
  

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, when sorrows like sea billows roll; 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say “It is well, it is well with my soul.” 
 

It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought, my sin, not in part, but the whole 

is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, praise the Lord, praise the Lord, oh, my soul! 
 

It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

And, Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend; even so, it is well with my soul. 
 

It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 
  

Southern Harmony 

Tom Head, Kyle Bass, Danny Potts, Thomas Waters 

 

*  Postlude 

         God of Grace and God of Glory                                                                                     arr. Maurice Whitney 

 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand.   

Please silence cell phones during worship. 

 

Music Notes: 

 Musically speaking, there’s something for just about everyone in today’s worship service –rich, sacred organ 

repertoire, traditional hymnody sung well by our congregation and choir, and two arrangements of beloved hymns 

that are often referred to as “Gospel songs”.  Personally speaking, I’m indebted to some incredibly talented friends, 

inside and outside of our congregation, who offered their talents.  You’ll see composer K. Lee Scott conducting, 

and David O’Steen, my unsuspecting houseguest who filled in when Jeff Binford was grounded by the flu back in 

2018.  And we’re well accustomed to being awestruck by Jeff’s playing, and by gifted volunteer singers Dee 

Hamner and Danny Potts from our Sanctuary Choir.  
 

 Dee sang “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” last fall for our 200th Anniversary celebration, and graciously recorded it 

again later for the Offertory Anthem heard today. Danny is joined by several of his talented friends (Tom Head, 

Kyle Bass, and Thomas Waters) in the vocal ensemble, Southern Harmony.  For the Benediction Response, they 

offer a setting of “It Is Well with My Soul.”  Both hymns have been among the most frequently searched pieces on 

the internet since the COVID crisis began.  

~ Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music 
 

 

 

MEMORIALS:  

First Presbyterian Church for Jim Flemming by Mike & Connie Spiller, by Scotty Hughes, by Barbara Winstead, by 

Tom & Sunee Lavender, by Beth Curtis; for Caroline B. Phifer by Barbara Winstead, by Beth Curtis; for William 

Robertson by Beth Curtis; for Edward White by Beth Curtis; for Wayne Guy by Beth Curtis. 
 

Music Ministry for William Robertson by Bonnie Jones; for Edward White by Bill & Mary Meriwether. 
 

Children’s Ministry for Jim Flemming by TCT Board of Directors. 


