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The Third of January 

Two Thousand Twenty-One 



Second Sunday of Christmas 

BROADCAST ONLY 

 
Gather in God’s Name 

 
   Prelude 

How Brightly Shines the Morning Star                                                                                  arr. Paul Manz 

The Old Year Now Has Passed Away                                                                                             J.S. Bach 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten                                                                                        John R. Watkinson 

 
   Welcome and Announcements 

 
   Introit                                          I Waited for the Lord (from Hymn of Praise)                      Felix Mendelssohn 

I waited for the Lord, he inclined unto me, he heard my complaint. 

O blessed are they that hope and trust in him. 
  

Katherine Counts, soprano and Laura Pritchard, mezzo-soprano 

Sanctuary Choir 

 

*  Call to Worship 
 

Leader:   Sing praise to God, who gathers us; 

People:   from the ends of the earth we come. 

Leader:   With a word of promise, a spring of water, and a loaf of bread,  

People:   God turns our mourning into dancing, our sorrow into joy. 

All:         Let us worship God.                                                                           Jeremiah 31:7-14 

 
*  Hymn 134                                                      Joy to the World                                                            ANTIOCH 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare him room, 

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins, and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,  

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 



 

 

*  Prayer of the Day 

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

 

Holy God, you have given us everything; we have failed to respond with gratitude.  In Jesus 

Christ, you have given us your Word; we answer with empty promises and lies.  In Jesus Christ, 

you have given us your light; we try to hide ourselves from your glory.  In Jesus Christ, you have 

given us your life; even this precious gift we have not received.  Have mercy on us, O God; forgive 

us.  In Jesus Christ, give us the faith and power to become what you created us to be: beloved 

children, full of grace and truth.  (A pause for silent individual confession follows.) 

 
*  Assurance of Pardon 

 
*  Response Hymn 110                                          Love Has Come                                              BRING A TORCH 

 

Love has come: a light in the darkness! Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.  

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; hear how their song of joy arises: 

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior! Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. Love is God now asleep in the hay.  

See the glow in the eyes of his mother; what is the name her heart is saying?  

Love! Love is the name she whispers. Love! Love! Jesus, Emmanuel. 
 

Love has come and never will leave us! Love is life everlasting and free.  

Love is Jesus within and among us. Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.  

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
*  Passing of the Peace 

 

Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

People:   And also with you. 

 
Proclaim God’s Word 

 

    Word for the Children 

 
    Prayer for Illumination  

 
    Scripture Reading:                                             John 1:1-18 

 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People:   Thanks be to God! 

 
    Sermon                                                            He Gave Power                                           Rev. Lou Ann Sellers 

 

 

 



Respond to God’s Word 

 
*  Hymn 459                                                O Word of God Incarnate                                                     MUNICH 

 

O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

O Light of our dark sky: we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 

a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
 

The church from you, dear Savior, received this gift divine; and still that light is lifted 

on all the earth to shine. It is the chart and compass that, all life’s voyage through, 

amid the rocks and quicksands still guides, O Christ, to you. 
 

O make your church, dear Savior, a lamp of purest gold, to bear before the nations 

your true light, as of old; O teach your wandering pilgrims by this our path to trace, 

till, clouds and storms thus ended, we see you face to face. 

 
*  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
   Concerns of the Church 

 
   Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
   Offertory                                               Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming                                      arr. Walter May 

 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old 

have sung.  It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, when half spent was the night. 
 

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind.  With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind.  To 

show God’s love aright, she bore the world a savior, when half spent was the night. 
 

Quincy Hall, baritone           Dee Hamner, tenor 

Marjorie Johnston, piano 

 

*  Doxology                                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
*  Prayer of Dedication 



 

Go in God’s Name 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 

 
*  Benediction Response                            Of the Kindness of the Lord                                           Richard Proulx 

Of the kindness of the Lord the earth is full, Alleluia; By the word of the 

Lord the stars were made, Alleluia. Exult, ye just, in the Lord. Praise 

from the upright is fitting. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to 

the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 
  

Katherine Counts, soprano   Laura Pritchard, mezzo-soprano 

 
*  Postlude 

         From Heaven Above to Earth I Come                                                                                                J.S. Bach 

 

 
 

*Those who are able, please stand.   

 

Music Notes: 

 The Rev. Thomas Herwig and his daughter Madelyn were scheduled to sing the anthem chosen for Christmas 2, 

but their household was quarantined due to Covid the day before we were to record.  Who could I call to sing 

this beautiful duet arrangement of “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” that sounds so simple, but is in fact kind of 

tricky on just a few hours’ notice?  Naturally, Dee Hamner got the first call and then I thought of my pal Quincy 

Hall, who has stepped up to help whenever I’ve asked him.  Quincy is a multi-talented and experienced church 

musician, though his degrees are in Counseling and Sociology.  They both agreed and sounded great together for 

a very quick, safely distanced, and efficient recording session. 
 

 I was taken with this hymn setting by the late Walter May when I was introduced to it during a webinar last fall, 

and it took quite a bit of sleuthing to track down the copyright permission.  The colleague who had presented the 

webinar followed a lead in Dr. May’s obituary, and I’ve shared the link below.  As I read it, I thought of all the 

incredible musicians who are not famous, but who make such an impact during and after their life on earth.  This 

man had a fascinating and full career, and was also noted for his “personal example”.  We should all be so 

lucky.  https://www.millerfh.com/obituary/6479932 

~ Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music 

 
 

MEMORIALS:  

First Presbyterian Church for Diane Manderson Barnes by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poellnitz, for Sara Snow by Cece & 

Kenny Hartley, by Turner & Libba Williams, by Ford & Frances Williams, by Sydney & Martha Cook, by Libba 

Williams, for Libby Hagler by Sydney & Martha Cook. 
 

Music Ministry for Edward White by Janet McElroy, by Sibylle Barron, by Sydney & Martha Cook, by Lisa Underwood, 

by Janet Blees. 
  

Choir Fund for Edward White by Pam & Clif Penick. 
 

Community Soup Bowl for Clarice (Pat) Summerford by Edward J. Finnell III. 
 

HONORARIA:  
 

Habitat for Humanity for Ellen Potts by Martha Horton. 
 

Presbyterian Home for Children for WWII Vets by Edward J. Finnell III.  

https://www.millerfh.com/obituary/6479932

