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The Seventeenth of January 

Two Thousand Twenty-One 



2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

BROADCAST ONLY 

 
Gather in God’s Name 

 

   Prelude 

Variations on Come, Holy Spirit                                                                                         Maurice Duruflé 

Come Down, O Love Divine                                                                                                   Claude Means 

We Pray to Thee, Holy Spirit                                                                                          Dietrich Buxtehude 
 

   Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit                                              He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand                         arr. Margaret Bonds 
  

He’s got the whole world in His hand. He’s got the woods and the waters in his hand.  

He’s got the birds and the bees right in His hand; He’s got the beasts of the field right in His hand.  

He’s got you and me right in His hand, He’s got the whole world in His hand. 
  

Michele Cleveland, soprano 

Marjorie Johnston, piano 
 

*  Call to Worship 
 

Leader:   O LORD, you have searched me and known me. 
 

People:   You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. 
 

Leader:   You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
 

People:   Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. 
 

Leader:   For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb. 
 

People:   I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I 

                know very well. 

All:         Let us worship God!                                                                                      Psalm 139 

 
*  Hymn 645                                        Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                  MIT FREUDEN ZART 
 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation, the God of power,  

the God of love, the God of our salvation. With healing balm my soul is filled, and  

every faithless murmur stilled:  to God all praise and glory! 
 

What God’s almighty power has made God’s gracious mercy keepeth; by morning glow or  

evening shade God’s watchful eye ne’er sleepeth. Within the kingdom of God’s might, lo!  

all is just and all is right: to God all praise and glory! 
  

The Lord is never far away, but, through all grief distressing, an ever present help and  

stay, our peace and joy and blessing, as with a mother's tender hand God gently leads the  

chosen band: to God all praise and glory. 
 

Thus all my toilsome way along I sing aloud thy praises, that all may hear the grateful song  

my voice unwearied raises. Be joyful in the Lord, my heart; both soul and body,  

bear your part: to God all praise and glory. 

 

 



*  Prayer of the Day 

 

*  Prayer of Confession 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy upon us as we make our 

confession.  You have called us to be your disciples and have given each of us specific tasks to do.  

We confess that we have been listening and looking not to you, but to the world and to ourselves 

to find our calling.  Our weakness and stubbornness in recognizing your call has made us 

fruitless and barren.  Forgive us, dear God, and pardon our sin.  Open our eyes and our ears 

that we may perceive your call and follow in all faithfulness.   

(A pause for silent individual confession follows.) 

 

*  Assurance of Pardon 

 

*  Gloria Patri                                                                                                                                            Hymn 581 

 

*  Passing of the Peace 
 

Leader:   The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 

People:   And also with you. 

 
Proclaim God’s Word 

 

    Word for the Children 

 

    Prayer for Illumination  

 

    Scripture Reading:                                          1 Samuel 3:1-10 
 

Leader:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
 

People:   Thanks be to God! 

 

    Sermon                                                               Hearing God                                          Rev. Michael R. Bailey 

 

 

Respond to God’s Word 

 
*  Hymn 69                                                  I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                                                HERE I AM 

 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. All who dwell in dark and sin my hand  

will save. I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. Who will bear my  

light to them? Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in  

the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my people's pain. I have wept for love of them.  

They turn away. I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love alone. I will speak  

my word to them, Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in  

the night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. I will set a feast for them. My hand  

will save. Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. I will give my life to them.  

Whom shall I send? Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the  

night. I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 
 



*  Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ His only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 

Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
    

   Concerns of the Church 
 

   Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

    Offertory                                        When They Ring the Golden Bells     Daniel de Marbelle; arr. K. Lee Scott 
  

K. Lee Scott, piano 
 

*  Doxology                                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow, Praise Him, 

all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

*  Prayer of Dedication 
 

Go in God’s Name 
 

*  Charge and Benediction 
 

*  Benediction Response                                    American Anthem                                                      Gene Scheer 

All we've been given by those who came before, the dream of a nation where freedom would 

endure, the work and prayers of centuries have brought us to this day.  

What shall be our legacy? What will our children say? 
 

Refrain: 

Let them say of me, I was one who believed in sharing God’s blessings I received. 

Let me know in my heart when my days are through: 

America, America, I gave my best to you. 
 

Each generation, from the plains to distant shore, with the gifts they were given, were  

determined to leave more. Valiant battles fought together, acts of conscience fought  

alone, these are the seeds from which America has grown. 
 

For those who think they have nothing to share, who fear in their hearts, there is no  

hero there: Know that quiet acts of dignity are that which fortifies 

The soul of a nation that never dies. 
 

Garrett Torbert, tenor 

Jeff Binford, piano 
 

*  Postlude 

         Fanfare                                                                                                                                   William Mathias 
 
 

*Those who are able, please stand.   

Please silence cell phones during worship. 



Music Notes: 

 Today’s online music for worship features three members of our Music Program’s extended family.  My 

friend Michele Cleveland was our guest soprano who sang for us during the Easter season in 2019.  Her offering 

of the classic Margaret Bonds arrangement of “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand” always bears repeating, 

and is a comforting reminder as we face incredible loss due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  And you may remember 

former Scholarship Singer, Garrett Torbert, a talented tenor who is now Instructor of Voice at Mississippi State 

University.  For the Benediction Response, Garrett sings “American Anthem”; again, we have a text that may 

provide comfort with the closing line of the final verse: Know that quiet acts of dignity are that which fortifies the 

soul of a nation that never dies.  And longtime friend of FPC, composer K. Lee Scott plays our Offertory 

Anthem…a hymn he arranged for piano at the request of a member of the Presbyterian congregation he now 

serves in Birmingham: “When They Ring the Golden Bells”.  

~ Marjorie Johnston, Director of Music 
 

 

 

Service Note: 
 

THE ROSE IN THE SANCTUARY is to honor the birth of Schrader James Peake.  He was born to Daniel and Christie 

Peake on January 6.   

 

MEMORIALS:  

First Presbyterian Church for William Robertson by Jean Hinton, by Ray & Camille Brignac, by Dr. William Carlisle, 

by Barbara Winstead, by Tyler & Linda Phifer, by John & Catherine Robertson, by Jim & Gina Johnson, by Virginia 

Joiner, by W. F. & Peggy Camp, by Jim & Alicia Yoder, by John & Georgine Duckworth, by Don & Louise Bailey, by 

Bob & Libby Shaw, by Tom & Suze Patton, by Bryant & Deborah Banks, by Crosby & Jeannie Thomley, by Hugh & 

Ginger Underwood, by Harriet Walker, by Mary Nelson & Matt Jordan, by Cary & Micki Ellis, by Fran & Britt Turner, 

IV, by Mr. & Mrs. Bill Pool, by Mr. & Mrs. Robert Poellnitz, by Dr. & Mrs. Donald Crump; 

 for Diane Barnes by Rod & Susan Wilkin, by Patricia Patton; for Jim Flemming by Jean Hinton, by Dr. William Carlisle, 

by Heyward Gould Jr., by Almon & Whitney Jamison, by Constance Crutchfield, by John & Mary Scott, Jr., by Charles & 

Melanie Kettle, by Jim & Gina Johnson, by Ronald Whitaker, by Fitts Insurance Agency, by Jim & Karen Brooks, by W. 

F. & Peggy Camp, by Crosby & Jeannie Thomley, by Tom & Suze Patton, by Mary Nelson & Matt Jordan, by Mr. & 

Mrs. Weaver, by Celeste Burnum, by Janette & Gary Wilkinson, by Elizabeth & Tom Broughton, by Sally Hines, by Rosa 

Morrow, by Margaret & Eric Wilson, by Hugh Boston; for Wiley McLeod by Jon & Robin McDaniel; for Edward White 

by Jean Hinton, by Margaret & Eric Wilson; for Caroline B. Phifer by Fran & Britt Turner, IV. 
 

Capital Campaign for Jim Flemming by Tony & Lora Hubbard; for William Robertson by Tony & Lora Hubbard;  

for Wilfred Rupert Bodden by Tony & Lora Hubbard. 
  

Habitat for Humanity for Jim Flemming by John & Mary Bess Paluzzi. 
 

M & M Ministry for William Robertson by Martha Robertson. 
 

Mission for Bernice Edward Wright by Tony & Lora Hubbard; for Caroline Balfour Phifer by Tony & Lora Hubbard. 
 

Music Ministry for Edward White by Tom & Suze Patton, by Barbara Winstead; for William Robertson by John & Mary 

Bess Paluzzi. 
 

Rose Garden for William Robertson by Linda & Bill Morrow. 
 

Tuscaloosa County Missions for William Robertson by Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stilson. 
 

TV Ministry for William Robertson by Shelley Jones. 
 

UPerk for Jim Flemming by Carl Jamison, by Drew & Angela Hamiter; for William Robertson by Drew & Angela 

Hamiter. 

 


